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The foundations for the scientific study of the body and modern Western
medicine as we know it started with William Harvey's discovery of the
circulatory system in the early 17th century. But its roots stretch back as far as
ancient Greece, when medicine first departed from the divine and the mystical
and moved toward observation and logic. Its early development was slow,
constrained by the taboo around dissection (only external symptoms could be
used for diagnosis), as well as superstition and mysticism (illness was the work
of demons and pixies and curable only by penitence). Paul Strathern steers us
skillfully through the maze of discoveries, diseases, and wrong turns that have
made medicine what it is today—super efficient, high tech, and increasingly
costly. A Brief History of Medicine offers an accessible history of the arguments,
missteps, and dumb luck that led to the world's most important medical
breakthroughs—from anatomy, grave robbing, the plague, and germ theory to
vaccination, quackery, microorganisms, and penicillin.
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The foundations for the scientific study of the body and modern Western medicine as we know it started with
William Harvey's discovery of the circulatory system in the early 17th century. But its roots stretch back as
far as ancient Greece, when medicine first departed from the divine and the mystical and moved toward
observation and logic. Its early development was slow, constrained by the taboo around dissection (only
external symptoms could be used for diagnosis), as well as superstition and mysticism (illness was the work
of demons and pixies and curable only by penitence). Paul Strathern steers us skillfully through the maze of
discoveries, diseases, and wrong turns that have made medicine what it is today—super efficient, high tech,
and increasingly costly. A Brief History of Medicine offers an accessible history of the arguments, missteps,
and dumb luck that led to the world's most important medical breakthroughs—from anatomy, grave robbing,
the plague, and germ theory to vaccination, quackery, microorganisms, and penicillin.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Barr:

The event that you get from A Brief History of Medicine: From Hippocrates' Four Humours to Crick and
Watson's Double Helix will be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more
you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but A Brief History of
Medicine: From Hippocrates' Four Humours to Crick and Watson's Double Helix giving you joy feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who
read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this particular A Brief History of Medicine: From Hippocrates' Four
Humours to Crick and Watson's Double Helix instantly.

Julie Harris:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like A Brief History of
Medicine: From Hippocrates' Four Humours to Crick and Watson's Double Helix which is getting the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Kristi Jones:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This e-book A Brief History of Medicine: From Hippocrates' Four Humours to Crick
and Watson's Double Helix was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about
your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you
know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this
point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Natalie Renz:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore
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you know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to
something by book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these
claims A Brief History of Medicine: From Hippocrates' Four Humours to Crick and Watson's Double Helix.
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