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In India, God can be female. The goddesses of Hinduism and Buddhism
represent the largest extant collection of living goddesses anywhere on the planet.
Feminists in the West often draw upon South Asian goddesses as theological
resources in the contemporary rediscovery of the Goddess. Yet, these goddesses
are products of a male supremacist society.

What is the impact of powerful female deities--their images, projections,
textuality, and history--on the social standing and psychological health of
women? Do they empower women, or serve the interests of patriarchal culture?
Is the Goddess a Feminist? looks at the goddesses of South Asia to address
these questions directly.

Not a book about a single goddess or even about a variety of South Asian
goddesses, the volume raises questions about images of deities as symbols and
the ways in which they function. Contributors discuss contemporary Indian
women who have embraced goddesses as spiritually and socially liberating, as
well as the seeming contradictions between the power of Indian goddesses and
the lives of Indian women. They also explore such topics as the element of male
desire in the embodiment of female deities, the question of who speaks for the
goddesses, and the politics and theology of Western feminist use of Hindu and
Buddhist goddesses as models for their feminist reflections.
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In India, God can be female. The goddesses of Hinduism and Buddhism represent the largest extant
collection of living goddesses anywhere on the planet. Feminists in the West often draw upon South Asian
goddesses as theological resources in the contemporary rediscovery of the Goddess. Yet, these goddesses are
products of a male supremacist society.

What is the impact of powerful female deities--their images, projections, textuality, and history--on the social
standing and psychological health of women? Do they empower women, or serve the interests of patriarchal
culture? Is the Goddess a Feminist? looks at the goddesses of South Asia to address these questions
directly.

Not a book about a single goddess or even about a variety of South Asian goddesses, the volume raises
questions about images of deities as symbols and the ways in which they function. Contributors discuss
contemporary Indian women who have embraced goddesses as spiritually and socially liberating, as well as
the seeming contradictions between the power of Indian goddesses and the lives of Indian women. They also
explore such topics as the element of male desire in the embodiment of female deities, the question of who
speaks for the goddesses, and the politics and theology of Western feminist use of Hindu and Buddhist
goddesses as models for their feminist reflections.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A fascinating and provocative set of essays... richly successful." -- Religious Studies Review, January 2002

About the Author

ALF HILTEBEITEL is Professor of Religion and Director of the Human Sciences Program at George
Washington University. His books include Rethinking India's Oral and Classical Epics: Draupad.

KATHLEEN M. ERNDL is Associate Professor of Religion at Florida State University and author of
Victory to the Mother: The Hindu Goddess of Northwest India in Myth, Ritual, and Symbol.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Shaw:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Is the Goddess a Feminist?: The
Politics of South Asian Goddesses. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

James Pickett:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Is the Goddess a Feminist?: The Politics of South Asian Goddesses
book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you.
The writer associated with Is the Goddess a Feminist?: The Politics of South Asian Goddesses content
conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking Is the Goddess a Feminist?: The Politics of
South Asian Goddesses is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Delilah Jordan:

This Is the Goddess a Feminist?: The Politics of South Asian Goddesses are reliable for you who want to
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certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Is the Goddess a Feminist?: The Politics of
South Asian Goddesses can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This
book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
ones. Beside that this Is the Goddess a Feminist?: The Politics of South Asian Goddesses forcing you to have
an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Jesica Simon:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Is the Goddess
a Feminist?: The Politics of South Asian Goddesses suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well
known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Is the Goddess a Feminist?: The Politics of South
Asian Goddessesis the one of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know previous
to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the
core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world with this book.
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