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No one does glamour, severity, girlish charm or tight-lipped witticism better than
Dame Maggie Smith. Michael Coveney's biography shines alight on the life and
career of atruly remarkable performer, one whose stage and screen career spans
six decades. From her days as aWest End star of comedy and revue, Dame
Maggie's path would cross with those of the greatest actors, playwrights and
directors of the era. Whether stealing scenes from Richard Burton, answering
back to Laurence Olivier, or playing opposite Judi Dench in Breath of Life, her
career can be seen as a'Who's Who' of British theatre. Her film and television
career has been just as starry. From the title character in The Prime of Miss Jean
Brodie and the meddling chaperone in A Room With a View to the Harry Potter
films in which she played Minerva McGonagall (as she put it 'Miss Jean Brodie
inawizard's hat') and the Best Exotic Marigold Hotel films in which she played
the wise Muriel Donnelly, Smith has thrilled, engaged and made audiences laugh.
AsViolet Crawley, the formidable Dowager Countess of Downton Abbey she
conquered millions more. Paradoxically she remains an enigmatic figure, rarely
appearing in public. Michael Coveney's absorbing biography, written with the
actress's blessing and drawing on personal archives, aswell asinterviewswith
immediate family and close friends, is a portrait of one of the greatest actors of
our time.
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No one does glamour, severity, girlish charm or tight-lipped witticism better than Dame Maggie Smith.
Michael Coveney's biography shines alight on the life and career of atruly remarkable performer, one
whose stage and screen career spans six decades. From her days as a West End star of comedy and revue,
Dame Maggi€e's path would cross with those of the greatest actors, playwrights and directors of the era.
Whether stealing scenes from Richard Burton, answering back to Laurence Olivier, or playing opposite Judi
Dench in Breath of Life, her career can be seen as a'Who's Who' of British theatre. Her film and television
career has been just as starry. From the title character in The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie and the meddling
chaperone in A Room With a View to the Harry Potter films in which she played Minerva McGonagall (as
she put it 'Miss Jean Brodie in awizard's hat') and the Best Exotic Marigold Hotel filmsin which she played
the wise Muriel Donnelly, Smith has thrilled, engaged and made audiences laugh. As Violet Crawley, the
formidable Dowager Countess of Downton Abbey she conguered millions more. Paradoxically she remains
an enigmatic figure, rarely appearing in public. Michael Coveney's absorbing biography, written with the
actress's blessing and drawing on personal archives, as well as interviews with immediate family and close
friends, isaportrait of one of the greatest actors of our time.
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Editorial Review

Review

"['YJou will find much to savor in Sian Thomas's narration of English theater critic Michael Coveney's
informative and enjoyabl e biography... Thomas's well-paced performance and crisp, finely tuned voice will
keep on interested.”-AudioFile

About the Author

MICHAEL COVENEY isone of Britain's most respected theater critics and has written about theatre for
over three decades, as editor of Plays and Players, and as staff critic on the Financial Times, Observer and
Daily Mail. His books include a history of the Glasgow Citizens Theatre and biographies of Maggie Smith,
Mike Leigh and Andrew Lloyd Webber. He regularly contributes to the Independent, Guardian, Observer,
New Statesman, Prospect and BBC Radio's Front Row. He lives in England.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Terry Grissom:

The book Maggie Smith: A Biography: A Biography can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Maggie
Smith: A Biography: A Biography? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But oneaim in
which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book Maggie Smith: A Biography: A Biography has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great
and large function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. Soitis
very wonderful.

Patrice Reese;

This Maggie Smith: A Biography: A Biography book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world
isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read alot of information you will get.
Thiskind of Maggie Smith: A Biography: A Biography without we understand teach the one who looking at
it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Maggie Smith: A Biography: A
Biography can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves turn out to be full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This Maggie Smith: A Biography: A
Biography having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Hattie Godfrey:

This Maggie Smith: A Biography: A Biography are generaly reliable for you who want to be described as a
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successful person, why. The key reason why of this Maggie Smith: A Biography: A Biography can be among
the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a
person with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it ailmost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this
Maggie Smith: A Biography: A Biography giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Jeffrey Chambers:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can choose the top
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of book Maggie
Smith: A Biography: A Biography. Y ou can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed
book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It ismost crucial that, you must aware
about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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