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Compellingly written and even-handed in its judgments, this is by far the clearest
account of what has happened through the years in the Northern Ireland conflict,
and why. After a chapter of background on the period from 1921 to 1963, it
covers the ensuing period?the descent into violence, the hunger strikes, the
Anglo-Irish accord, the bombers in England?to the present shaky peace process.
Behind the deluge of information and opinion about the conflict, there is a
straightforward and gripping story. Mr. McKittrick and Mr. McVea tell that story
clearly, concisely, and, above all, fairly, avoiding intricate detail in favor of
narrative pace and accessible prose. They describe and explain a lethal but
fascinating time in Northern Ireland's history, which brought not only death,
injury, and destruction but enormous political and social change. They close on
an optimistic note, convinced that while peace?if it comes?will always be
imperfect, a corner has now been decisively turned. The book includes a detailed
chronology, statistical tables, and a glossary of terms.
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Compellingly written and even-handed in its judgments, this is by far the clearest account of what has
happened through the years in the Northern Ireland conflict, and why. After a chapter of background on the
period from 1921 to 1963, it covers the ensuing period?the descent into violence, the hunger strikes, the
Anglo-Irish accord, the bombers in England?to the present shaky peace process. Behind the deluge of
information and opinion about the conflict, there is a straightforward and gripping story. Mr. McKittrick and
Mr. McVea tell that story clearly, concisely, and, above all, fairly, avoiding intricate detail in favor of
narrative pace and accessible prose. They describe and explain a lethal but fascinating time in Northern
Ireland's history, which brought not only death, injury, and destruction but enormous political and social
change. They close on an optimistic note, convinced that while peace?if it comes?will always be imperfect, a
corner has now been decisively turned. The book includes a detailed chronology, statistical tables, and a
glossary of terms.
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Editorial Review

Review
Buried in the text of most histories you can detect the views of the author. Making Sense of the Troubles, the
first attempt to tell the whole story of the past 30 years in Northern Ireland, is an exception. (Anne McHardy
Observer)

One of the great merits of David McKittrick and David McVea's book lies in the authors' ability to pinpoint
the causes of trouble while avoiding oversimplification.... A valuable resume of causes and effects. (Patricia
Craig Independent)

If you want a frank, accurate and authoritative account you cannot do much better.... There could be no better
guide through the intricacies of the Peace Process. This book...is likely to be the definitive account.... An
important book.... It should be on every bookshelf. (Irish Independent)

Comprehensive, considered and compassionate. (Paul Arthur The Irish Times)

A masterly account. (Barry White Belfast Telegraph)

Extraordinarily well-balanced, sane, comprehensive, and rich in sober understatement. (Cal McCrystal
Glasgow Herald)

This book tells a sorry tale, and it tells it with a powerful clarity.... It took steady nerves to undertake such a
book. (Susan McKay Sunday Tribune)

About the Author
David McKittrick writes for the Independent and is a winner of the Orwell Prize for Journalism. In 1999 he
was named correspondent of the year by the BBC's What the Papers Say. He has reported on Northern
Ireland since 1973.

David McVea was, for many years, head of the politics department at a leading Belfast grammar school. He
now works for Northern Ireland's examinations board. With David McKittrick he helped to produce the book
Lost Lives, which tells the stories of all those who died as a result of the Troubles.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frank Huynh:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Making Sense of the Troubles: The Story of the
Conflict in Northern Ireland. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important any book Making Sense of the Troubles: The Story of the Conflict in Northern
Ireland. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
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or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's go through.

Kevin Applegate:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Making Sense of the Troubles: The
Story of the Conflict in Northern Ireland book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course
the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Larry Gregg:

The particular book Making Sense of the Troubles: The Story of the Conflict in Northern Ireland has a lot
associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the
very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read
you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Carol Ramirez:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Making Sense of the Troubles: The
Story of the Conflict in Northern Ireland or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as
well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science publication, any other book likes Making Sense of the Troubles: The Story of the Conflict in
Northern Ireland to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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