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All of us have lurking in our DNA a most remarkable gene, which has a crucial
job – it protects us from cancer. Known simply as p53, this gene constantly scans
our cells to ensure that they grow and divide without mishap, as part of the
routine maintenance of our bodies. If a cell makes a mistake in copying its DNA
during the process of division, p53 stops it in its tracks, summoning a repair team
before allowing the cell to carry on dividing. If the mistake is irreparable and the
rogue cell threatens to grow out of control, p53 commands the cell to commit
suicide. Cancer cannot develop unless p53 itself is damaged or prevented from
functioning normally.

Perhaps unsurprisingly, p53 is the most studied single gene in history.

This book tells the story of medical science's mission to unravel the mysteries of
this crucial gene, and to get to the heart of what happens in our cells when they
turn cancerous. Through the personal accounts of key researchers, p53: The Gene
that Cracked the Cancer Code reveals the fascination of the quest for scientific
understanding, as well as the huge excitement of the chase for new cures – the
hype, the enthusiasm, the lost opportunities, the blind alleys, and the thrilling
breakthroughs. And as the long-anticipated revolution in cancer treatment
tailored to each individual patient's symptoms begins to take off at last, p53
remains at the cutting edge.

This timely tale of scientific discovery highlights the tremendous recent advances
made in our understanding of cancer, a disease that affects more than one in three
of us at some point in our lives.
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All of us have lurking in our DNA a most remarkable gene, which has a crucial job – it protects us from
cancer. Known simply as p53, this gene constantly scans our cells to ensure that they grow and divide
without mishap, as part of the routine maintenance of our bodies. If a cell makes a mistake in copying its
DNA during the process of division, p53 stops it in its tracks, summoning a repair team before allowing the
cell to carry on dividing. If the mistake is irreparable and the rogue cell threatens to grow out of control, p53
commands the cell to commit suicide. Cancer cannot develop unless p53 itself is damaged or prevented from
functioning normally.

Perhaps unsurprisingly, p53 is the most studied single gene in history.

This book tells the story of medical science's mission to unravel the mysteries of this crucial gene, and to get
to the heart of what happens in our cells when they turn cancerous. Through the personal accounts of key
researchers, p53: The Gene that Cracked the Cancer Code reveals the fascination of the quest for scientific
understanding, as well as the huge excitement of the chase for new cures – the hype, the enthusiasm, the lost
opportunities, the blind alleys, and the thrilling breakthroughs. And as the long-anticipated revolution in
cancer treatment tailored to each individual patient's symptoms begins to take off at last, p53 remains at the
cutting edge.

This timely tale of scientific discovery highlights the tremendous recent advances made in our understanding
of cancer, a disease that affects more than one in three of us at some point in our lives.
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Editorial Review

Review

“It's not the destination that's important here, but the journey. This is not only a story about the gene on
chromosome 17, nor only about the nature of cancer, but also about how science works.” ?The Boston Globe

“Ms. Armstrong's book comes alive in the sections where she explores cancer's human toll . . . She also
captures the excitement of researchers as they come upon eureka moments.” ?The Wall Street Journal

“A brilliant narrative that captures the essence of the scientific challenges faced by researchers in this pursuit
and the progress that has been made in our understanding of p53.” ?Science

“She covers every aspect of cancer development, giving us a sense of how this evasive illness persists, even
in the face of modern medicine . . . It is with hope and hard work that we can look to the future with
optimism. ” ?San Francisco Book Review

About the Author
Sue Armstrong is a science writer and foreign correspondent who has worked for New Scientist and BBC
World Service. Since the 1980s, she has undertaken regular assignments for the World Health Organization
(WHO) and UNAIDS, writing about health issues. The author of A Matter of Life and Death: Inside the
Hidden World of the Pathologist, Armstrong lives in Edinburgh, Scotland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Destiny Hunt:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled p53: The Gene that Cracked the Cancer Code. Try to face the book p53:
The Gene that Cracked the Cancer Code as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you really
feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by
the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Debra Yarbrough:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story as well
as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the information
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
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ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this p53:
The Gene that Cracked the Cancer Code.

Maurice Henkel:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving p53: The Gene that Cracked the
Cancer Code that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all
over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react towards
the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants
to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to
pick p53: The Gene that Cracked the Cancer Code become your current starter.

Kendrick Mills:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need
more time to be go through. p53: The Gene that Cracked the Cancer Code can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.
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