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When Oscar Wilde was convicted of gross indecency in 1895, a reporter for the
National Observer wrote that there was "not a man or a woman in the English-
speaking world possessed of the treasure of a wholesome mind who is not under
a deep debt of gratitude to the marquis of Queensberry for destroying the high
Priest of the Decadents." But reports of the death of decadence were greatly
exaggerated, and today, more than one hundred years after the famous trial and at
the beginning of a new millennium, the phenomenon of decadence continues to
be a significant cultural force.

Indeed, "decadence" in the nineteenth century, and in our own period, has been a
concept whose analysis yields a broad set of associations. In Perennial Decay,
Emily Apter, Charles Bernheimer, Sylvia Molloy, Michael Riffaterre, Barbara
Spackman, Marc Weiner, and others extend the critical field of decadence
beyond the traditional themes of morbidity, the cult of artificiality, exoticism, and
sexual nonconformism. They approach the question of decadence afresh,
reevaluating the continuing importance of late nineteenth-century decadence for
contemporary literary and cultural studies.
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When Oscar Wilde was convicted of gross indecency in 1895, a reporter for the National Observer wrote
that there was "not a man or a woman in the English-speaking world possessed of the treasure of a
wholesome mind who is not under a deep debt of gratitude to the marquis of Queensberry for destroying the
high Priest of the Decadents." But reports of the death of decadence were greatly exaggerated, and today,
more than one hundred years after the famous trial and at the beginning of a new millennium, the
phenomenon of decadence continues to be a significant cultural force.

Indeed, "decadence" in the nineteenth century, and in our own period, has been a concept whose analysis
yields a broad set of associations. In Perennial Decay, Emily Apter, Charles Bernheimer, Sylvia Molloy,
Michael Riffaterre, Barbara Spackman, Marc Weiner, and others extend the critical field of decadence
beyond the traditional themes of morbidity, the cult of artificiality, exoticism, and sexual nonconformism.
They approach the question of decadence afresh, reevaluating the continuing importance of late nineteenth-
century decadence for contemporary literary and cultural studies.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This splendid collection of essays, with its lucid, witty, and masterful introduction by the editors, will
transform our understanding of the decadent aesthetic, and demonstrate its relevance to a wide range of
important literature and art in Europe, England, the United States, and Latin America in the past 150 years. It
is required and rewarding reading."—Elaine Showalter, Princeton University

About the Author
Liz Constable teaches French at the University of California, Davis. Dennis Denisoff teaches English at the
University of Waterloo. Matthew Potolsky teaches literature at Harvard University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Tipton:

The book Perennial Decay: On the Aesthetics and Politics of Decadance (New Cultural Studies) can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we
leave a good thing like a book Perennial Decay: On the Aesthetics and Politics of Decadance (New Cultural
Studies)? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts
that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Perennial Decay: On the
Aesthetics and Politics of Decadance (New Cultural Studies) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it
is very wonderful.

Lisa Loo:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense
happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Perennial Decay: On
the Aesthetics and Politics of Decadance (New Cultural Studies) is kind of book which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Cody Chenault:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Perennial
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Decay: On the Aesthetics and Politics of Decadance (New Cultural Studies) suitable to you? The book was
written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled Perennial Decay: On the Aesthetics and
Politics of Decadance (New Cultural Studies)is a single of several books that will everyone read now. That
book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the
new age that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all
of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of information
about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Darren Reid:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One
of them is this Perennial Decay: On the Aesthetics and Politics of Decadance (New Cultural Studies).
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