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In the year 1492, the Inquisition has all of Spain in its grip. After centuries of
pogrom-like riots encouraged by the Church, the Jews - who have been an
important part of Spanish life since the days of the Romans - are expelled from
the country by royal edict. Many who wish to remain are intimidated by Church
and Crown and become Catholics, but several hundred thousand choose to retain
their religion and depart; given little time to flee, some perish even before they
can escape from Spain.

Yonah Toledano, the 15-year-old son of a celebrated Spanish silversmith, has
seen his father and brother die during these terrible days - victims whose murders
go almost unnoticed in a time of mass upheaval. Trapped in Spain by
circumstances, he is determined to honor the memory of his family by remaining
a Jew.

On a donkey named Moise, Yonah begins a meandering journey, a young
fugitive zigzagging across the vastness of Spain. Toiling at manual labor, he
desperately tries to cling to his memories of a vanished culture. As a lonely
shepherd on a mountaintop he hurls snatches of almost forgotten Hebrew at the
stars, as an apprentice armorer he learns to fight like a Christian knight. Finally,
as a man living in a time and land where danger from the Inquisition is
everywhere, he deals with the questions that mark his past. How he discovers the
answers, how he finds his way to a singular and strong Marrano woman, how he
achieves a life with the outer persona of a respected Old Christian physician and
the inner life of a secret Jew, is the fabric of this novel. The Last Jew is a glimpse
of the past, an authentic tale of high adventure, and a tender and unforgettable
love story. In it, Noah Gordon utilizes his greatest strengths, and the result is
remarkable and moving.
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In the year 1492, the Inquisition has all of Spain in its grip. After centuries of pogrom-like riots encouraged
by the Church, the Jews - who have been an important part of Spanish life since the days of the Romans - are
expelled from the country by royal edict. Many who wish to remain are intimidated by Church and Crown
and become Catholics, but several hundred thousand choose to retain their religion and depart; given little
time to flee, some perish even before they can escape from Spain.

Yonah Toledano, the 15-year-old son of a celebrated Spanish silversmith, has seen his father and brother die
during these terrible days - victims whose murders go almost unnoticed in a time of mass upheaval. Trapped
in Spain by circumstances, he is determined to honor the memory of his family by remaining a Jew.

On a donkey named Moise, Yonah begins a meandering journey, a young fugitive zigzagging across the
vastness of Spain. Toiling at manual labor, he desperately tries to cling to his memories of a vanished
culture. As a lonely shepherd on a mountaintop he hurls snatches of almost forgotten Hebrew at the stars, as
an apprentice armorer he learns to fight like a Christian knight. Finally, as a man living in a time and land
where danger from the Inquisition is everywhere, he deals with the questions that mark his past. How he
discovers the answers, how he finds his way to a singular and strong Marrano woman, how he achieves a life
with the outer persona of a respected Old Christian physician and the inner life of a secret Jew, is the fabric
of this novel. The Last Jew is a glimpse of the past, an authentic tale of high adventure, and a tender and
unforgettable love story. In it, Noah Gordon utilizes his greatest strengths, and the result is remarkable and
moving.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Set in Spain under the Inquisition, this latest big historical novel from Gordon (Shaman; The Rabbi) follows
the adventures of young Yonah Helkias as he stays true to his Jewish faith, escapes from misadventures and
finds love. In Toledo, in 1489, a precious reliquary of a Christian saint, crafted by Yonah's silversmith father,
disappears; Yonah's older brother, who was delivering the relic, is found dead; and compassionate physician
Bernardo Espina begins to investigate the theft and murder. Meanwhile, the Inquisition starts to target Jews,
including conversos like Espina (Jews by birth who have entered the Catholic church). The bulk of the novel
takes place three years later, when the deadline for all Jews to leave Spain has arrived. Yonah, aged 13, joins
thousands of his co-religionists headed for Spanish borders and ports, but instead of departing, Yonah
remains behind. After witnessing Espina's death in an auto-da-f?, Yonah leads a fugitive existence as a
farmer, a shepherd, a cathedral laborer, a pot repairer, a seaman and, finally, as an apprentice armorer under
the demanding master Manuel Fierro. Delivering armor, he returns to Toledo, where he bargains with his
family's persecutors to escape a dangerous rendezvous with relic smugglers. Then Yonah's master is fatally
double-crossed; after avenging him, Yonah heads to Saragossa, where Fierro's brother trains him to
becomeAlike the heroes of Gordon's The Physician and ShamanAa doctor. Yonah changes his name to
Ramon Callico, marries a woman who knows his secret, but never gives up his desire to restore Espina's
honor to his son, the stolen relic to the Church or his own soul to Judaism. Gordon has earned an
international audience for his impressively documented historical narratives, his compassion for the trials of
?migr?s and his intricate descriptions of Renaissance crafts. Through a crowded landscape of characters and
incidents, he illuminates the choices history forces on individualsAand, not incidentally, creates a grand,
informative adventure and a completely engaging, unsentimental portrait of a turbulent time. (Aug.)
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
YA-During the Spanish Inquisition, a Jew had only two choices: flee the country or convert to Catholicism.
The Toledano family decides to flee, but before they can leave, their home is burned by a mob, and only 16-
year-old Yonah is left in Toledo. Persuaded that his father's death and that of his older brother three years
earlier were caused by the same man, the teen flees on the family's burro and begins the life of a wanderer, a
fugitive who changes his name and pretends to be converted. He works as a shepherd in the hills, as a
deckhand on ships trading along the Spanish coast, and finally as an apprentice to a physician in Saragossa.
After the death of his mentor, Yonah takes over the practice and becomes well-known and respected. On a
trip north, he stumbles on a remote and beautiful valley settled by conversos like himself. There he falls in
love with a young widow and the two return to Saragossa and make a life together, ostensibly Christians, but
secretly Jews. Finally confronting the cleric responsible for the murder of his father and brother, the
wandering Jew finds peace at last. This exciting tale of 16th-century Spain has a mystery involving a stolen
reliquary, a sinister Inquisitor, and a host of colorful characters. Most of all, though, it is the story of a
resourceful and courageous young man determined to remain faithful to his religion.
Molly Connally, Kings Park Library, Fairfax County, VA
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
The impact of the Inquisition and the Catholic Church on the lives of Spanish Jews in the late 15th and early
16th centuries is the subject of this latest novel from Gordon (Matters of Choice). Young Yonah ben Helikes,
son of a Toledo silversmith, watches in horror as hundreds of thousands of Jews are given the options of
converting to Christianity, leaving Spain, or facing the murderous violence of a population inspired to hatred
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by King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella. After his father and younger brother is killed, Yonah wanders
through Spain, eluding agents of the Inquisition while trying to keep his Jewish faith intact. He puts his
silversmith talents to good use by working at an armory and later gains the knowledge and skill of a
physician. As Yonah matures, falls in love, and marries, he gradually puts together the missing pieces of his
life and confronts the deaths of his relatives. Gordon is a natural storyteller, and, given the novel's fascinating
setting and a more-than-likable hero, this superior historical novel should have a place in all libraries.
Nancy Pearl, Washington Ctr. For the Book, Seattle
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marian Sheffield:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Last Jew: A Novel of The Spanish Inquisition as
the daily resource information.

Grace Godwin:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some
others. When you read this The Last Jew: A Novel of The Spanish Inquisition, you may tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading
a e-book.

Catherine Nelson:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the book untitled The Last Jew: A Novel of The Spanish Inquisition can be good book
to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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Courtney Osteen:

The book untitled The Last Jew: A Novel of The Spanish Inquisition contain a lot of information on that.
The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The
author provides you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read
more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.
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