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This edition of Walter Van Tilburg Clark’s collection of short stories—which
includes “Hook,” Clark’s most renowned story—makes these pieces available
again to a new generation of readers.

Critic John R. Milton once said that Walter Van Tilburg Clark "did perhaps more
than anyone else to define (in his fiction) the mode of perception, the acquisition
of knowledge, and the style which we tend to call Western." In 1950, Walter Van
Tilburg Clark, author of the acclaimed novel The Ox-Bow Incident, published a
collection of short stories that had already won distinction in various national
magazines. The collection was well received by reviewers, and subsequent critics
have noted that these stories reflect both Clark’s literary power and the major
concerns of his novels: the interior and intuitive complexities of good and evil,
and the fragile, intricate web that connects humankind to the rest of the natural
world.

A foreword by Ann Ronald, one of the West’s most astute literary critics, sets the
stories into the context of Clark’s oeuvre and illuminates the way they reveal
crucial characteristics of this writer’s imagination.
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This edition of Walter Van Tilburg Clark’s collection of short stories—which includes “Hook,” Clark’s most
renowned story—makes these pieces available again to a new generation of readers.

Critic John R. Milton once said that Walter Van Tilburg Clark "did perhaps more than anyone else to define
(in his fiction) the mode of perception, the acquisition of knowledge, and the style which we tend to call
Western." In 1950, Walter Van Tilburg Clark, author of the acclaimed novel The Ox-Bow Incident, published
a collection of short stories that had already won distinction in various national magazines. The collection
was well received by reviewers, and subsequent critics have noted that these stories reflect both Clark’s
literary power and the major concerns of his novels: the interior and intuitive complexities of good and evil,
and the fragile, intricate web that connects humankind to the rest of the natural world.

A foreword by Ann Ronald, one of the West’s most astute literary critics, sets the stories into the context of
Clark’s oeuvre and illuminates the way they reveal crucial characteristics of this writer’s imagination.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Clark appears in this collection of his short stories as a sensitive and cultivated writer, as much at home
with the knowledgeable outdoor men and their natural world as with intellectuals and academicians.... This
unlikely but graceful combination seems to be responsible for a prose style that is wiry, masculine, and
mature.” —The Nation

“One of the few distinguished ‘first collections’ to appear in our time comparable with such volumes as
Hemingway’s In Our Time, Faulkner’s These Thirteen, and Eudora Welty’s A Curtain of Green.”
—Saturday Review of Literature

About the Author

Walter Van Tilburg Clark, author of The Ox-box Incident , The City of Trembling Leaves, The Watchful
Gods and Other Stories & The Track of the Cat, lived in Virginia City and is considered one of Nevada's
most distinguished novelists. Born in 1909, he ranks as one of Nevada's most distinguished literary figures in
the twentieth century, as well as a leading interpreter of the American West. Clark died in Virginia City,
Nevada, in 1971.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stacee Stern:

This The Watchful Gods And Other Stories (Western Literature Series) book is just not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This particular The Watchful Gods And Other Stories (Western Literature Series)
without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become
worry The Watchful Gods And Other Stories (Western Literature Series) can bring whenever you are and not
make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
cell phone. This The Watchful Gods And Other Stories (Western Literature Series) having good arrangement
in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Constance Music:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled The Watchful Gods And Other Stories (Western Literature Series) your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get previous to. The The Watchful Gods And Other Stories (Western Literature
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Series) giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for
your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and
mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try
this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Danielle Burdette:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this The Watchful Gods And Other Stories (Western Literature Series) can make you experience more
interested to read.

Katrice Fredericksen:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book The Watchful Gods And Other Stories
(Western Literature Series) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy
you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion
for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the guide The Watchful Gods And Other Stories
(Western Literature Series) can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of their time.
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