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Contrary to the view held by many who study American foreign policy, public
diplomacy has seldom played a decisive role in the achievement of the country's
foreign policy objectives. The reasons for this are not that the policies and
interventions are ill-conceived or badly executed, although this is sometimes the
case. Rather, the factors that limit the effectiveness of public diplomacy lie
almost entirely outside the control of American policy-makers. In particular, the
resistance of foreign opinion-leaders to ideas and information about American
motives and actions that do not square with their pre-conceived notions of the
United States and its activities in the world is an enormous and perhaps
insurmountable wall that limits the impact of public diplomacy.

This book does not conclude that public diplomacy has no place in the repertoire
of American foreign policy. Instead, the expectations held for this soft power tool
need to be more realistic. Public diplomacy should not be viewed as a substitute
for hard power tools that are more likely to be correlated with actual American
influence as opposed to the somewhat nebulous concept of American standing.
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the policies and interventions are ill-conceived or badly executed, although this is sometimes the case.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A lucid, judicious and well documented study. Not only does it explain the limits of public diplomacy,
it greatly enlightens the reader about the origins, evolution and tenacious manifestations of anti-
Americanism in different parts of the world."?Paul Hollander, author of Anti-Americanism: Irrational
and Rational and editor of Understanding Anti-Americanism: Its Origins and Impact at Home and Abroad

"Stephen Brooks has written a thoughtful, insightful and engaging analysis on the limits of American
public diplomacy. Policy-makers in the White House and on Capitol Hill should pay close attention to
his cautionary tale of how their efforts to employ this instrument of statecraft are often undermined by
foreign influences beyond their control. This is an important book written by a distinguished scholar
whose voice on these and related issues deserves to be heard. It is a study that will resonate with
students of American foreign policy and international relations for years." ?Donald E. Abelson, The
University of Western Ontario

"Ever since the presidency of Woodrow Wilson, American leaders have tried to speak directly to
foreign publics, past their governments. They’ve enjoyed quite uneven success in those endeavours ?
Stephen Brooks tackles the reasons why. Anyone interested in understanding why public diplomacy is
so challenging needs to read this book."?Mark R. Brawley, McGill University

 

About the Author
Stephen Brooks teaches at the University of Michigan and is Professor at the University of Windsor,
Canada. He teaches in the areas of Canadian politics and public administration, and American politics. His
research interests include the political influence of intellectuals, political thought in Canada and the United
States, federalism, and public policy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frances Norman:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Anti-Americanism and the Limits of Public Diplomacy: Winning
Hearts and Minds? (Routledge Studies in US Foreign Policy).
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Maureen Harris:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this
Anti-Americanism and the Limits of Public Diplomacy: Winning Hearts and Minds? (Routledge Studies in
US Foreign Policy).

Kyle Gill:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Anti-Americanism and the Limits of
Public Diplomacy: Winning Hearts and Minds? (Routledge Studies in US Foreign Policy) that give your
enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can
be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants
to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may
pick Anti-Americanism and the Limits of Public Diplomacy: Winning Hearts and Minds? (Routledge Studies
in US Foreign Policy) become your current starter.

Sam Current:

You can spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Anti-Americanism and the Limits of
Public Diplomacy: Winning Hearts and Minds? (Routledge Studies in US Foreign Policy) is simple to
develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include
much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You
can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.
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