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Crip Theory attends to the contemporary cultures of disability and queerness that
are coming out all over. Both disability studies and queer theory are centrally
concerned with how bodies, pleasures, and identities are represented as “normal”
or as abject, but Crip Theory is the first book to analyze thoroughly the ways in
which these interdisciplinary fields inform each other.

Drawing on feminist theory, African American and Latino/a cultural theories,
composition studies, film and television studies, and theories of globalization and
counter-globalization, Robert McRuer articulates the central concerns of crip
theory and considers how such a critical perspective might impact cultural and
historical inquiry in the humanities. Crip Theory puts forward readings of the
Sharon Kowalski story, the performance art of Bob Flanagan, and the journals of
Gary Fisher, as well as critiques of the domesticated queerness and disability
marketed by the Millennium March, or Bravo TV’s Queer Eye for the Straight
Guy. McRuer examines how dominant and marginal bodily and sexual identities
are composed, and considers the vibrant ways that disability and queerness
unsettle and re-write those identities in order to insist that another world is
possible.
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Crip Theory attends to the contemporary cultures of disability and queerness that are coming out all over.
Both disability studies and queer theory are centrally concerned with how bodies, pleasures, and identities
are represented as “normal” or as abject, but Crip Theory is the first book to analyze thoroughly the ways in
which these interdisciplinary fields inform each other.

Drawing on feminist theory, African American and Latino/a cultural theories, composition studies, film and
television studies, and theories of globalization and counter-globalization, Robert McRuer articulates the
central concerns of crip theory and considers how such a critical perspective might impact cultural and
historical inquiry in the humanities. Crip Theory puts forward readings of the Sharon Kowalski story, the
performance art of Bob Flanagan, and the journals of Gary Fisher, as well as critiques of the domesticated
queerness and disability marketed by the Millennium March, or Bravo TV’s Queer Eye for the Straight Guy.
McRuer examines how dominant and marginal bodily and sexual identities are composed, and considers the
vibrant ways that disability and queerness unsettle and re-write those identities in order to insist that another
world is possible.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This well-annotated text invites the uninitiated reader to become involved, to reimagine previously held
perceptions of what may be considered ‘otherness,’ to welcome disabilities, to access collectively other
worlds and future possibilities.”
-Journal of American Studies

“Engaging, expansive, and generous.”
-Sex Roles

“A wonderful combination of humor, theory, intellectual, and personal insights . . . A valuable and well-
written study.”
-Disability Studies Quarterly

“A compelling case that queer and disabled identities, politics, and cultural logics are inexorably intertwined,
and that queer and disability theory need one another…. Makes clear that no cultural analysis is complete
without attention to the politics of bodily ability and alternative corporealities.”
-Elizabeth Freeman,author of The Wedding Complex

“McRuer charts new intersections for disability studies, queer studies, and American studies. His work is [at
its] most vertiginous and rich . . . as he moves swiftly from cinema to street gangs to coming out Crip.”
-American Quarterly

“The members of the Committee were especially impressed by McRuer’s original intervention in the area of
queer studies, one that not only sheds light on the important new area of disability studies, but brings it into
conversation with a variety of disciplinary perspectives, from composition studies to performance art.
McRuer’s book combines the public and the private work of queer studies in surprisingly new ways.”

-Ed Madden,Gay and Lesbian Caucus for the MLA
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“Important and significant for its attempt to find the common ground between disability studies and queer
studies. This deftly written and very readable book will appeal to a wide range of readers who are
increasingly fascinated by the biocultural interplay between the body, sexuality, gender, and social identity.”
-Lennard Davis,author of Bending Over Backwards

About the Author
Robert McRuer is Professor of English at The George Washington University. He is the author of The
Queer Renaissance: Contemporary American Literature and the Reinvention of Lesbian and Gay Identities
(also available from NYU Press) and co-editor, with Abby L. Wilkerson, of Desiring Disability: Queer
Theory Meets Disability Studies, a special issue of GLQ.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rosa Flint:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What
did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the fact just their
can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Crip Theory: Cultural Signs of Queerness
and Disability (Cultural Front) to read.

Thomas Evans:

This Crip Theory: Cultural Signs of Queerness and Disability (Cultural Front) are usually reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Crip Theory: Cultural Signs of
Queerness and Disability (Cultural Front) can be among the great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Crip Theory: Cultural Signs of Queerness
and Disability (Cultural Front) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Johnny Harper:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer could be Crip Theory: Cultural Signs of Queerness and Disability (Cultural Front)
why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.
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Judith Ellis:

This Crip Theory: Cultural Signs of Queerness and Disability (Cultural Front) is fresh way for you who has
interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this Crip Theory:
Cultural Signs of Queerness and Disability (Cultural Front) can be the light food to suit your needs because
the information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the
form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss
that! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.
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