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From the earliest museums established by Western missionaries in order to
implement religious and political power, to the role they have played in the
formation of the modern Chinese state, the origin and development of museums
in mainland China differ significantly from those in the West. The occurrence of
museums in mainland China in the late nineteenth century was primarily a result
of internal and external conflicts, Westernization and colonialism, and as such
they were never established solely for enjoyment and leisure.

Using a historical and anthropological framework, this book provides a holistic
and critical review on the establishment and development of museums in
mainland China from 1840 to the present day, and shows how museums in China
have been used by a wide range of social, political, and state actors for a number
of economic, religious, political and ideological purposes. Indeed, Tracey L-D Lu
examines the key role played by museums in reinforcing social segmentation,
influencing the economy, protecting cultural heritage and the construction and
enhancement of ethnic identities and nationalism, and how they have throughout
their history helped the powerful to govern the less powerful or the powerless.
More broadly, this book provides important comparative insights on museology
and heritage management, and questions who the key stakeholders are, how
museums reflect broader social and cultural changes, and the relationship
between museum and heritage management.

Drawing on extensive archival research and anthropological fieldwork, as well as
the author’s experience working as a museum curator in mainland China in the
late 1980s, Museums in China such will be of great interest to students and
scholars working across museology, heritage studies, tourism studies Chinese
culture and Chinese history.
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From the earliest museums established by Western missionaries in order to implement religious and political
power, to the role they have played in the formation of the modern Chinese state, the origin and development
of museums in mainland China differ significantly from those in the West. The occurrence of museums in
mainland China in the late nineteenth century was primarily a result of internal and external conflicts,
Westernization and colonialism, and as such they were never established solely for enjoyment and leisure.

Using a historical and anthropological framework, this book provides a holistic and critical review on the
establishment and development of museums in mainland China from 1840 to the present day, and shows how
museums in China have been used by a wide range of social, political, and state actors for a number of
economic, religious, political and ideological purposes. Indeed, Tracey L-D Lu examines the key role played
by museums in reinforcing social segmentation, influencing the economy, protecting cultural heritage and
the construction and enhancement of ethnic identities and nationalism, and how they have throughout their
history helped the powerful to govern the less powerful or the powerless. More broadly, this book provides
important comparative insights on museology and heritage management, and questions who the key
stakeholders are, how museums reflect broader social and cultural changes, and the relationship between
museum and heritage management.

Drawing on extensive archival research and anthropological fieldwork, as well as the author’s experience
working as a museum curator in mainland China in the late 1980s, Museums in China such will be of great
interest to students and scholars working across museology, heritage studies, tourism studies Chinese culture
and Chinese history.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Tracey L-D Lu is Professor at the Chinese University of Hong Kong.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maria Vanness:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Museums
in China: Power, Politics and Identities (Routledge Studies in the Modern History of Asia) book as beginning
and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Doris Moreno:

The publication with title Museums in China: Power, Politics and Identities (Routledge Studies in the
Modern History of Asia) has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after
read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the
condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world.
That book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone,
so you can read that anywhere you want.

Aaron Covington:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books
in the top list in your reading list is usually Museums in China: Power, Politics and Identities (Routledge
Studies in the Modern History of Asia). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get
you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many
advantages.

Eric Hempel:

You will get this Museums in China: Power, Politics and Identities (Routledge Studies in the Modern History
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of Asia) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve
difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through
written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including
now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own
personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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