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"Phil's new book Gypsy Joker To A Hells Angel is based on 44 years as a Hells
Angel. Photos & stories are a must read for all motorcycle riders" - Sonny Barger

In the early 1960s, a young Navy vet, motorcyclist, amateur photographer, and
rebel named Phil Cross joined a motorcycle club called the Hells Angels. It
turned out to be a bogus chapter of the club that would soon find infamy, so he
switched to another club called the Night Riders. Like the bogus chapter of the
Hells Angels, this turned out to be a club whose brotherhood was run by a man
Mr. Cross describes as “a complete asshole.” One day, Mr. Cross stuffed the
leader in a ringer-type washing machine and joined a club called the Gypsy
Jokers. He started a San Jose chapter of the Jokers and embarked on the most
action-packed years of his life. The Jokers were in the midst of a shooting war
with the real Hells Angels. The fighting became so intense that the Jokers posted
snipers atop their clubhouse. This was a rough time, but it was also the height of
the free-love hippie era, and as a young man, Phil enjoyed himself to the fullest.
He never let anything as minor as a little jail time stop his fun. Once, while
serving time for fighting and fleeing an officer, Phil broke out of jail, entered his
bike in a bike show, won the bike show, and broke back into jail before anyone
discovered he was missing. Though Phil was tough—he was a certififed martial
arts instructor—the Angels proved a tough foe. After multiple beating-induced
emergency room visits, Mr. Cross decided that if you can’t beat ’em, join ’em, so
he and most of his club brothers patched over to become the San Jose chapter of
the Hells Angels.
 
This book chronicles the life and wild times of Mr. Cross in words and photos.
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"Phil's new book Gypsy Joker To A Hells Angel is based on 44 years as a Hells Angel. Photos & stories are a
must read for all motorcycle riders" - Sonny Barger

In the early 1960s, a young Navy vet, motorcyclist, amateur photographer, and rebel named Phil Cross
joined a motorcycle club called the Hells Angels. It turned out to be a bogus chapter of the club that would
soon find infamy, so he switched to another club called the Night Riders. Like the bogus chapter of the Hells
Angels, this turned out to be a club whose brotherhood was run by a man Mr. Cross describes as “a complete
asshole.” One day, Mr. Cross stuffed the leader in a ringer-type washing machine and joined a club called the
Gypsy Jokers. He started a San Jose chapter of the Jokers and embarked on the most action-packed years of
his life. The Jokers were in the midst of a shooting war with the real Hells Angels. The fighting became so
intense that the Jokers posted snipers atop their clubhouse. This was a rough time, but it was also the height
of the free-love hippie era, and as a young man, Phil enjoyed himself to the fullest. He never let anything as
minor as a little jail time stop his fun. Once, while serving time for fighting and fleeing an officer, Phil broke
out of jail, entered his bike in a bike show, won the bike show, and broke back into jail before anyone
discovered he was missing. Though Phil was tough—he was a certififed martial arts instructor—the Angels
proved a tough foe. After multiple beating-induced emergency room visits, Mr. Cross decided that if you
can’t beat ’em, join ’em, so he and most of his club brothers patched over to become the San Jose chapter of
the Hells Angels.
 
This book chronicles the life and wild times of Mr. Cross in words and photos.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

In the early 1960s, the exploding motorcycle club culture in California attracted a young motorcyclist named
Phil Cross, who joined a motorcycle club called the “Hells Angels.” It turned out to be a bogus chapter of the
club that would soon find infamy, so he switched to another club called the Night Riders. Like the bogus
chapter of the Hells Angels, this turned out to be a club run by a man Mr. Cross describes as “a complete
asshole.” One day Mr. Cross stuffed said complete asshole in a ringer-type washing machine and joined a
club called the Gypsy Jokers. He started the San Jose Charter of the Jokers and embarked on the most action-
packed years of his life. The Jokers were in the midst of a bloody battle with the real Hells Angels. The
fighting became so intense that the Jokers posted snipers atop their clubhouse. Eventually Phil and many of
his fellow Jokers realized that the only way to end the battle with the Hells Angels was to become Hells
Angels, so most of the San Jose Charter patched over to become the San Jose charter of the Hells Angels.
 
This was a rough time, but it was also the height of the free-love hippie era, and as a young man, Phil
enjoyed himself to the fullest. He never let anything as minor as a bit of jail time hinder his fun. Once, while
serving time for fighting and fleeing an officer, Phil broke out of jail, entered his bike in a bike show, won
the bike show, and broke back into jail before anyone had discovered he was missing.
 
Phil Cross: Gypsy Joker to a Hells Angel tells the story of one man’s fifty-plus-year life in the unique, often
dangerous, and always exciting culture of the three-patch motorcycle club.

From the Back Cover

In the early 1960s, Phil Cross, a young navy vet, joined the Gypsy Jokers Motorcycle Club. He started a San
Jose charter of the Jokers and embarked on the most action-packed years of his life. The Jokers were in the
midst of an all-out war with the Hells Angels. Though Phil was tough—he was a trained martial arts
instructor—the Hells Angels proved just as tough. After a beating-induced emergency room visit, Mr. Cross
decided that if you can’t beat ’em, join ’em, so he and most of his club brothers patched over to become the
San Jose charter of the Hells Angels.
 
Phil Cross: Gypsy Joker to a Hells Angel chronicles Cross’ life and times in his own words and photos, from
his early years with the Gypsy Jokers through his forty-plus-year career as a Hells Angel, a career that led to
his being a fugitive on the FBI’s most-wanted list (more than once) and a stint in prison. Chronicling both
the bad times and the good—and in general he had one hell of a good time—Phil Cross: Gypsy Joker to a
Hells Angel takes the reader on one of the wildest rides ever.

About the Author

Phil Cross is a former bodyguard, martial-arts instructor, and amateur photographer. A former member of
the Gypsy Jokers Motorcycle Club, he has been a member of the Hells Angels Motorcycle Club since 1969
and is still active in the club. He is the author of Phil Cross: Gypsy Joker to a Hells Angel, a true chronicle of
his life and wild times.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stefanie Roach:

The actual book Phil Cross: Gypsy Joker to a Hells Angel has a lot associated with on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes
some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning
this book.

Neil Turner:

Phil Cross: Gypsy Joker to a Hells Angel can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her
effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Phil Cross: Gypsy Joker to a Hells Angel yet
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
considering.

Rick Braden:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended to you personally is Phil Cross: Gypsy Joker to a Hells Angel this e-book consist a lot of
the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the
world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Susan Douglas:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Phil Cross: Gypsy Joker to a Hells Angel can give
you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve
offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to
be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Phil Cross: Gypsy Joker to a Hells Angel.
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