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Haunting has long been a compelling element in popular culture, and has become
an influential category in academic engagements with politics, economics, and
aesthetics. While recent scholarship has used psychoanalysis and the Gothic as
frameworks with which to study haunting, this volume seeks to situate ghosts in
the cultural imagination. The chapters in Popular Ghosts are united by the
impulse to theorize the cultural work that ghosts do within the trans-historical
contexts that comprise our understanding of everyday life. These authors study
the theoretical and aesthetic genealogies of the spectral, while also commenting
on the multiple everyday spaces that this category occupies. Rather than looking
to a single tradition or medium, the essays in Popular Ghosts explore film,
novels, photography, television, music, social practices, and political structures
from different cultures to reopen the questions that surround our haunted sense of
the everyday.
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Haunting has long been a compelling element in popular culture, and has become an influential category in
academic engagements with politics, economics, and aesthetics. While recent scholarship has used
psychoanalysis and the Gothic as frameworks with which to study haunting, this volume seeks to situate
ghosts in the cultural imagination. The chapters in Popular Ghosts are united by the impulse to theorize the
cultural work that ghosts do within the trans-historical contexts that comprise our understanding of everyday
life. These authors study the theoretical and aesthetic genealogies of the spectral, while also commenting on
the multiple everyday spaces that this category occupies. Rather than looking to a single tradition or medium,
the essays in Popular Ghosts explore film, novels, photography, television, music, social practices, and
political structures from different cultures to reopen the questions that surround our haunted sense of the
everyday.
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Editorial Review

Review

This impressive collection of essays lays to rest any notion that ghosts should be confined to limiting conceptual categories.
Deploying a wide-ranging multi-disciplinary approach, Popular Ghosts rehabilitates ghosts from their dark shadows into the
glare of the everyday and exposes the ubiquity of the ghostly, where and how it resides in the cultural imagination and beyond.

Marie Mulvey-Roberts, Reader in Literary Studies, University of the West of England, Bristol

Maria del Pilar Blanco and Esther Peeren are to be congratulated for bringing together such an exciting set of essays. The
comparative approach uniquely pulls together studies from all corners of the world, emphasizing cultural differences in
narratives of haunting whilst maintaining a strong conceptual coherence. Whether looking at popular fiction, canonical
literature, film, TV or folklore, they rightly follow the imperative to historicise and contextualise the ghost. What results is a
fascinating series of encounters that speaks urgently to our contemporary spooked state of being.

—Roger Luckhurst, Birkbeck College

Reviewed on the Times Higher Education website, 16th September (UK)<?xml:namespace prefix = o ns =
"urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:office" />
'Lively, engaging and extremely readable: you do not have to be a scholar in the field to appreciate the many
interesting observations on contemporary culture made here'
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About the Author

Esther Peeren is Assistant Professor in Literary Studies at the <?xml:namespace prefix = st1 />University of
Amsterdam. She has published articles on Mikhail Bakhtin, queer television, translation theory and the
chronotopic dimension of diaspora. Her first book, entitled Intersubjectivities and Popular Culture: Bakhtin
and Beyond appeared in 2007 with Stanford University Press and she also co-edited a collection of essays
entitled The Shock of the Other: Situating Alterities (Rodopi, 2007). Currently, she is developing a project on
spectrality in contemporary literature, television and film.<?xml:namespace prefix = o />

María del Pilar Blanco is Lecturer in Latin American Studies at University College London. She has
published on the haunted landscapes of the <?xml:namespace prefix = st1 ns = "urn:schemas-microsoft-
com:office:smarttags" />Americas, and is currently working on her manuscript titled Ghost-watching
American Modernity: Haunting, Landscape, and the Hemispheric Imagination, which has been invited by
Fordham University Press. She is beginning work on a project dealing with the interface between scientific
invention and poetic inventio in the works of fin-de-siècle Spanish American authors. <?xml:namespace
prefix = o ns = "urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:office" />
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Williams:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Popular Ghosts: The Haunted Spaces of Everyday Culture as
your daily resource information.

Greg Little:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Popular Ghosts: The Haunted Spaces of Everyday
Culture can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Ralph Dell:

This Popular Ghosts: The Haunted Spaces of Everyday Culture is great reserve for you because the content
which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean
it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having Popular Ghosts: The Haunted Spaces of Everyday Culture in your hand like finding the world in
your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book.
Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Mark Adair:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for your
requirements is Popular Ghosts: The Haunted Spaces of Everyday Culture this reserve consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the
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writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.
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