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How should militaries think about social media as a factor in military operations?
In this study I examine recent Arab Spring scholarship, with a particular focus on
the significant impact of social media on events in Egypt in early 2011. Existing
literature in this area centers on the ability of various social media platforms to
unite and inspire population masses, yet does not address the important effect of
social media on military forces responding to the revolution. This gap is
exemplified by the general reluctance of military practitioners to engage scholars
with actual evidence from real-world events during times of conflict. In response
to these challenges, I offer the unique oral history of an Egyptian company
commander who led soldiers in Cairo’s Tahrir Square throughout several months
of intensive security operations during the Arab Spring. Through this descriptive
study, I find that the prevalence of social media considerably affected the
Egyptian Army’s response to the massive popular uprising. To evaluate these
findings, I propose a “social media update” to Gene Sharp’s mechanisms of
nonviolent change, analyzing the Egyptian Army’s counter intuitive approach to
the events of 2011 in light of an updated Sharp framework. I conclude that the
Egyptian Army’s experiences provide a tremendously useful example of how
militaries may think about social media as a factor in military operations. Finally,
I argue that a written account of the Egyptian Army’s response to social media is
exactly the type of “policy-relevant scholarship” military practitioners must be
willing to produce in order to inform U.S. policy in a truly meaningful way.
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How should militaries think about social media as a factor in military operations? In this study I examine
recent Arab Spring scholarship, with a particular focus on the significant impact of social media on events in
Egypt in early 2011. Existing literature in this area centers on the ability of various social media platforms to
unite and inspire population masses, yet does not address the important effect of social media on military
forces responding to the revolution. This gap is exemplified by the general reluctance of military
practitioners to engage scholars with actual evidence from real-world events during times of conflict. In
response to these challenges, I offer the unique oral history of an Egyptian company commander who led
soldiers in Cairo’s Tahrir Square throughout several months of intensive security operations during the Arab
Spring. Through this descriptive study, I find that the prevalence of social media considerably affected the
Egyptian Army’s response to the massive popular uprising. To evaluate these findings, I propose a “social
media update” to Gene Sharp’s mechanisms of nonviolent change, analyzing the Egyptian Army’s counter
intuitive approach to the events of 2011 in light of an updated Sharp framework. I conclude that the Egyptian
Army’s experiences provide a tremendously useful example of how militaries may think about social media
as a factor in military operations. Finally, I argue that a written account of the Egyptian Army’s response to
social media is exactly the type of “policy-relevant scholarship” military practitioners must be willing to
produce in order to inform U.S. policy in a truly meaningful way.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gary Lewis:

This Social Media and the Arab Spring: How Facebook, Twitter, and Camera Phones Changed the Egyptian
Army’s Response to Revolution are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why.
The main reason of this Social Media and the Arab Spring: How Facebook, Twitter, and Camera Phones
Changed the Egyptian Army’s Response to Revolution can be on the list of great books you must have is
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that possibly will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Social Media and the Arab Spring: How
Facebook, Twitter, and Camera Phones Changed the Egyptian Army’s Response to Revolution giving you an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Eleanor Yoo:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Social Media and the Arab Spring:
How Facebook, Twitter, and Camera Phones Changed the Egyptian Army’s Response to Revolution that
give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the
world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the
world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of
you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good
habit, it is possible to pick Social Media and the Arab Spring: How Facebook, Twitter, and Camera Phones
Changed the Egyptian Army’s Response to Revolution become your own personal starter.

Ryan Fox:

You could spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Social Media and the Arab Spring: How
Facebook, Twitter, and Camera Phones Changed the Egyptian Army’s Response to Revolution is simple to
bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to
bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can
save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.
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Ida Acord:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. In
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of
the Social Media and the Arab Spring: How Facebook, Twitter, and Camera Phones Changed the Egyptian
Army’s Response to Revolution when you required it?
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