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Many books have been written about the success of the West, analyzing why
Europe was able to pull ahead of the rest of the world by the end of the Middle
Ages. The most common explanations cite the West’ s superior geography,
commerce, and technology. Completely overlooked is the fact that faith in
reason, rooted in Christianity’ s commitment to rational theology, made all these
devel opments possible. Simply put, the conventional wisdom that Western
success depended upon overcoming religious barriersto progress is utter
nonsense.

In The Victory of Reason, Rodney Stark advances arevolutionary,
controversial, and long overdue idea: that Christianity and its related ingtitutions
are, in fact, directly responsible for the most significant intellectual, political,
scientific, and economic breakthroughs of the past millennium.

In Stark’ s view, what has propelled the West is not the tension between secular
and nonsecular society, nor the pitting of science and the humanities against
religious belief. Christian theology, Stark asserts, is the very font of reason:
While the world’s other great belief systems emphasized mystery, obedience, or
introspection, Christianity alone embraced logic and reason as the path toward
enlightenment, freedom, and progress. That is what made all the difference.

In explaining the West’ s dominance, Stark convincingly debunks long-accepted
“truths.” For instance, by contending that capitalism thrived centuries before
there was a Protestant work ethic—or even Protestants—he counters the notion that
the Protestant work ethic was responsible for kicking capitalism into overdrive.
In the fifth century, Stark notes, Saint Augustine celebrated theological and
material progress and the institution of “exuberant invention.” By contrast, long
before Augustine, Aristotle had condemned commercial trade as “inconsistent
with human virtue”—which helps further underscore that Augustine’ s times were
not the Dark Ages but the incubator for the West’ s future glories.

Thisis a sweeping, multifaceted survey that takes readers from the Old World to
the New, from the past to the present, overturning along the way not only
centuries of prejudiced scholarship but the antireligious bias of our own time.
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The Victory of Reason proves that what we most admire about our
world-scientific progress, demacratic rule, free commerce-is largely dueto
Christianity, through which we are all inheritors of this grand tradition.
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TheVictory of Reason: How Christianity Led to Freedom, Capitalism, and Western Success By
Rodney Stark

Many books have been written about the success of the West, analyzing why Europe was able to pull ahead
of the rest of the world by the end of the Middle Ages. The most common explanations cite the West's
superior geography, commerce, and technology. Completely overlooked is the fact that faith in reason,
rooted in Christianity’s commitment to rational theology, made all these devel opments possible. Simply put,
the conventional wisdom that Western success depended upon overcoming religious barriersto progressis
utter nonsense.

In The Victory of Reason, Rodney Stark advances arevolutionary, controversia, and long overdue idea:
that Christianity and its related institutions are, in fact, directly responsible for the most significant
intellectual, political, scientific, and economic breakthroughs of the past millennium.

In Stark’ s view, what has propelled the West is not the tension between secular and nonsecular society, nor
the pitting of science and the humanities against religious belief. Christian theology, Stark asserts, is the very
font of reason: While the world' s other great belief systems emphasized mystery, obedience, or
introspection, Christianity alone embraced logic and reason as the path toward enlightenment, freedom, and
progress. That is what made all the difference.

In explaining the West' s dominance, Stark convincingly debunks long-accepted “truths.” For instance, by
contending that capitalism thrived centuries before there was a Protestant work ethic—or even Protestants—he
counters the notion that the Protestant work ethic was responsible for kicking capitalism into overdrive. In
the fifth century, Stark notes, Saint Augustine celebrated theological and material progress and the institution
of “exuberant invention.” By contrast, long before Augustine, Aristotle had condemned commercial trade as
“inconsistent with human virtue’—which helps further underscore that Augustine' s times were not the Dark
Ages but the incubator for the West’ s future glories.

Thisis a sweeping, multifaceted survey that takes readers from the Old World to the New, from the past to
the present, overturning along the way not only centuries of prejudiced scholarship but the antireligious bias
of our own time. The Victory of Reason proves that what we most admire about our world—scientific
progress, democratic rule, free commerce—is largely due to Christianity, through which we are al inheritors
of this grand tradition.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

It isacommonplace to think of Christianity and rationalism as opposite historical and philosophical forces.
In this stimulating and provocative study, Stark (The Rise of Christianity) demonstrates that elements within
Christianity actually gave rise not only to visions of reason and progress but aso to the evolution of
capitalism. Stark contends that Chritianity is aforward-looking religion, evincing faith in progress and in its
followers abilities to understand God over time. Such a future-based rational theology has encouraged the
development of technical and organizational advances, such as the monastic estates and universities of the
Middle Ages. Stark contends that these devel opments transformed medieval political philosophy so that
democracy developed and thrived in those states, such as northern Italy, that lacked despots and encouraged
moral equality. Stark concludes by maintaining that Christianity continues to spread in places like Africa,
Chinaand Latin America because of itsfaith in progress, its rational theology and its emphasis on moral
equality. While some historians are likely to question Stark's conclusions, his deftly researched study will
force them to imagine a new explanation for the rise of capitalism in Western society. (Dec.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

*Starred Review* At first glance, this book appearsto be aretort to geographic theories of societal evolution,
of the sort advanced by Jared Diamond's popular Guns, Germs, and Steel. Rather than patterns of weather
and agriculture, Stark argues, Europe's primacy in economic, political, and social progress was dueto its
embrace of Christianity, which opened a space for reason and hence science-driven technology. Emphasizing
the connection between medieval scholasticism, with its notion of theological progress--the logical science
of thinking one's way closer to God--and Renai ssance capitalism, Stark maintains that Christianity alone
embraced reason and logic, and this gave Christian regions a tactical advantage in developing commerce. An
argument made with unavoidably broad strokes, its actual targets are Max Weber's notion of the Protestant
work ethic and the conventional story that religion was a barrier to be overcome en route to progress. At
times approaching the invective, its defiant tone will invigorate readers who feel religion's placein the
trajectory of world history is under attack. But the theological side of Stark's argument--that Christianity is
fraternally bound to reason--will challenge the very same readers to reexamine their own relationship with
reason. Brendan Driscoll

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author

Rodney Stark is University Professor of the Social Sciences, Baylor University. Before earning his Ph.D. at
the University of California, Berkeley, he was a staff writer for several major publications. Among his many
books are the influential studies The Rise of Christianity and One True God: Historical Consequences of
Monotheism.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Susannah Williams;

Now aday people who Living in the erajust where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
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resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each detailsthey get. How alot moreto be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Victory of Reason: How
Christianity Led to Freedom, Capitalism, and Western Success book because book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Bertha Davis:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Victory of Reason:
How Christianity Led to Freedom, Capitalism, and Western Success that give your entertainment preference
will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine al over the world can be said as the way for
people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for al of you who wants to always
be success person. So, for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick The
Victory of Reason: How Christianity Led to Freedom, Capitalism, and Western Success become your current
Starter.

Theo Garcia:

Y ou may spend your free time to read this book this publication. This The Victory of Reason: How
Christianity Led to Freedom, Capitalism, and Western Success is simple to create you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you
can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart
phone. Consequently there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Haley Thacker:

That guide can make you to feel relax. Thisbook The Victory of Reason: How Christianity Led to Freedom,
Capitalism, and Western Success was colorful and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book The
Victory of Reason: How Christianity Led to Freedom, Capitalism, and Western Success has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read
and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like
reading that.
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