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Pietro Aretino (1492-1556) was one of the most important figures in Italian
Renaissance literature, and certainly the most controversial. Condemned by some
as a pornographer, his infamy was due largely to his use of explicit sexuality and
the vulgar tongue of ordinary speech in much of his work.

Dialogues centres around a conversation between two rather frank, experienced,
and sharp-tongued women on the topic of women's occupations. We learn that at
the time there were only three: wife, whore, or nun. Their discussion is a
rollicking account of the advantages, perils, and pleasures each profession offers.

Not only was Dialogues the first erotic book in the Christian world to be written
in the common vernacular, it was but one of the few to describe the obscenity of
commercial love, and is thus a cornerstone of both Italian literature and Counter-
Renaissance vigour. Raymond Rosenthal's English translation first appeared in
1971, and this edition contains his original preface as well as a new introduction
by Margaret Rosethal. Also included, as a preface, is a review of the translation
by Alberto Moravia from the New York Times Book Review.
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Pietro Aretino (1492-1556) was one of the most important figures in Italian Renaissance literature, and
certainly the most controversial. Condemned by some as a pornographer, his infamy was due largely to his
use of explicit sexuality and the vulgar tongue of ordinary speech in much of his work.

Dialogues centres around a conversation between two rather frank, experienced, and sharp-tongued women
on the topic of women's occupations. We learn that at the time there were only three: wife, whore, or nun.
Their discussion is a rollicking account of the advantages, perils, and pleasures each profession offers.

Not only was Dialogues the first erotic book in the Christian world to be written in the common vernacular,
it was but one of the few to describe the obscenity of commercial love, and is thus a cornerstone of both
Italian literature and Counter-Renaissance vigour. Raymond Rosenthal's English translation first appeared in
1971, and this edition contains his original preface as well as a new introduction by Margaret Rosethal. Also
included, as a preface, is a review of the translation by Alberto Moravia from the New York Times Book
Review.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Margaret Rosenthal is an associate professor in the Department of French and Italian at the University of
Southern California.

The late Raymond Rosenthal (1915–1995) was a world-renowned translator of Italian literature.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rita Campanelli:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great along with important the book Aretino's Dialogues (Lorenzo Da Ponte
Italian Library). All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources
or other social media.

Marie Griffin:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Aretino's Dialogues (Lorenzo Da Ponte Italian Library) book is readable through you
who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding Aretino's
Dialogues (Lorenzo Da Ponte Italian Library) content conveys objective easily to understand by most people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you still
thinking Aretino's Dialogues (Lorenzo Da Ponte Italian Library) is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

Anna Thompson:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Aretino's Dialogues (Lorenzo Da
Ponte Italian Library) is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition
to soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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James Koenig:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Aretino's Dialogues (Lorenzo
Da Ponte Italian Library) can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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