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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
On Aug. 3, 1892, wealthy businessman Andrew Borden and his second wife, Abby, of Fall River, Mass.,
were hacked to death on a hot summer morning. Presumably Borden's younger daughter Lizzie and an Irish
servant woman were the only other people in the house. Lizzie was tried for the murders and acquitted,
supposedly closing the case. But speculations about the Fall River murders have refused to subside,
prompting dozens of books, short stories, plays, an opera and even a ballet, many of these offering
alternative conjectures about the killer. This carefully researched book is one of the best ever done on the
case. The late Kent, an actor and fiction writer, lays out the flimsy evidence and comments impartially on the
court testimony, making it clear that the verdict of not guilty was justified. And, perhaps uniquely among the
writers about the case, Kent presents no theory about mysterious strangers, disgruntled former employees or
estranged relatives. He simply confesses, convincingly, that he has no idea who committed the crime--except
that it was not Lizzie Borden. Photos.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
It is known with certainty that Andrew and Abby Borden were killed in 1892. All else is conjecture. Arnold
Braun's Lizzie Borden ( LJ 8/91) presented yet another theory of who the killer might have been, and now
Kent reveals new evidence about the case, although he does not point to a suspect. History will not be
changed by Kent's findings or by any of the plethora of books commemorating the 100th anniversary of the
deed. Still, Forty Whacks gives a good presentation of the social history of the time. It also shows Lizzie as
she probably was instead of the way the late Victorian tabloids portrayed her. Kent gives good, crisp images
of the main characters and their motives, including those who perjured themselves. The book succeeds best
when the author narrates and is less successful when relying on trial transcripts. Overall, though, it is a
balanced addition to the body of literature on the Borden murders. Recommended to public libraries and for
all true crime collections.
- Lois Walker, formerly with Winthrop Coll. Lib., Rock Hill, S.C.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Donovan:

The guide untitled Forty Whacks: New Evidence in the Life and Legend of Lizzie Borden is the book that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The
language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy
writer was did a lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Forty Whacks: New Evidence in the Life
and Legend of Lizzie Borden from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.
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Peter Mullins:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide Forty Whacks: New Evidence in the Life and Legend of Lizzie Borden was
filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you
can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.

Bert Martinez:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book
Forty Whacks: New Evidence in the Life and Legend of Lizzie Borden. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Jeannine Lawson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. With
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
in search of the Forty Whacks: New Evidence in the Life and Legend of Lizzie Borden when you desired it?
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