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Is there any room left for freedom in a programmed world? This is the essential
question that Vilém Flusser asks in Post-History. Written as a series of lectures to
be delivered at universities in Brazil, Israel, and France, it was subsequently
developed as a book and published for the first time in Brazil in 1983. This first
English translation of Post-History brings to an anglophone readership Flusser’s
first critique of apparatus as the aesthetic, ethical, and epistemological model of
present times.

In his main argument, Flusser suggests that our times may be characterized by
the term “program,” much in the same way that the seventeenth century is
loosely characterized by the term “nature,” the eighteenth by “reason,” and the
nineteenth by “progress.” In suggesting this shift in worldview, he then poses a
provocative question: If I function within a predictable programmed reality, can I
rebel and how can I do it? The answer comes swiftly: Only malfunctioning
programs and apparatus allow for freedom.

Throughout the twenty essays of Post-History, Flusser reminds us that any future
theory of political resistance must consider this shift in worldview, together with
the horrors that Western society has brought into realization because of it. Only
then may we start to talk again about freedom.
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Is there any room left for freedom in a programmed world? This is the essential question that Vilém Flusser
asks in Post-History. Written as a series of lectures to be delivered at universities in Brazil, Israel, and
France, it was subsequently developed as a book and published for the first time in Brazil in 1983. This first
English translation of Post-History brings to an anglophone readership Flusser’s first critique of apparatus as
the aesthetic, ethical, and epistemological model of present times.

In his main argument, Flusser suggests that our times may be characterized by the term “program,” much in
the same way that the seventeenth century is loosely characterized by the term “nature,” the eighteenth by
“reason,” and the nineteenth by “progress.” In suggesting this shift in worldview, he then poses a provocative
question: If I function within a predictable programmed reality, can I rebel and how can I do it? The answer
comes swiftly: Only malfunctioning programs and apparatus allow for freedom.

Throughout the twenty essays of Post-History, Flusser reminds us that any future theory of political
resistance must consider this shift in worldview, together with the horrors that Western society has brought
into realization because of it. Only then may we start to talk again about freedom.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Vilém Flusser (1920–1991) is increasingly recognized as one of the most influential thinkers of digital and
global culture. Rodrigo Maltez Novaes is a translator and research fellow at the Vilém Flusser Archive.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Grove:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question
mainly because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this Post-History (Univocal) to read.

Gail Rodriguez:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone is you
don't know which one you should start with. This Post-History (Univocal) is our recommendation to cause
you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Fran Short:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Post-History (Univocal), you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve.
Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.
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Daniel Slater:

This Post-History (Univocal) is brand-new way for you who has interest to look for some information
because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or
you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Post-History (Univocal) can be the light food to suit
your needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think
that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in
reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for
anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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