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Selling Intervention and War examines the competition among foreign policy
elites in the executive branch and Congress in winning the hearts and minds of
the American public for military intervention. The book studies how the
president and his supporters organize campaigns for public support for military
action. According to Jon Western, the outcome depends upon information and
propaganda advantages, media support or opposition, the degree of cohesion
within the executive branch, and the duration of the crisis. Also important is
whether the American public believes that military threat is credible and victory
plausible. Not all such campaigns to win public support are successful; in some
instances, foreign policy elites and the president and his advisors have to back
off.

Western uses several modern conflicts, including the current one in Iraq, as case
studies to illustrate the methods involved in selling intervention and war to the
American public: the decision not to intervene in French Indochina in 1954, the
choice to go into Lebanon in 1958, and the more recent military actions in
Grenada, Somalia, Bosnia, and Iraq.

Selling Intervention and War  is essential reading for scholars and students of
U.S. foreign policy, international security, the military and foreign policy, and
international conflict.
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Editorial Review

Review

"An excellent contribution to our understanding of how different groups in American government and
society?with different beliefs about the proper use of force?try to sell their position on either promoting
intervention or preventing it. It is a natural for courses on American foreign policy or for students studying
the role of the media in foreign policy."

(James Goldgeier, George Washington University)

"Historians and political scientists will find value in this book."

(Choice)

"In a series of five fascinating case studies, Jon Western develops a complex model of the power plays and
tussle for real-world effect amongst Washington's foreign policy elites."

(Media International Australia)

"Western's book is especially timely because the era of active interventionism sponsored by the George W.
Bush administration may continue beyond the presidential election of 2008."

(Doris A. Graber International History Review)

"Western has done an excellent job on an important topic and his book is worth reading for any scholar
studying the war, news, and public opinion connection. Students, in particular, will find this book extremely
useful."

(Political Communication)

About the Author

Jon Western  is Five College Assistant Professor of International Relations at Mount Holyoke College. He
has also been on staff at the United States Institute of Peace.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Fern Rodriquez:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
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the world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something
that they don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Selling
Intervention and War: The Presidency, the Media, and the American Public. All type of book would you see
on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Mildred Miller:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the fact just their
can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from
on kindergarten until university need this kind of Selling Intervention and War: The Presidency, the Media,
and the American Public to read.

Gabriel Harris:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Selling Intervention and War:
The Presidency, the Media, and the American Public book because book offers you rich data and knowledge.
Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

George Hyler:

This book untitled Selling Intervention and War: The Presidency, the Media, and the American Public to be
one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can
get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.
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