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In social anthropology, as in other branches of science, there is a close
relationship between research methods and theoretical problems. Advancing
theory and shifts in orientation go hand in hand with the development of
techniques and mutually influence one another. If the development of modern
social anthropology owes much to its established tradition of fieldwork, it is also
clear that the procedures that anthropological fieldwork should follow in the
laboratory can never be prescribed in absolute terms nor become wholly
standardized.

Yet as anthropological analysis is refined, it becomes increasingly important that
students in the field be aware of the need to collect basic kinds of data, and know
how to set about doing so. In this volume, anthropologists who have worked
closely together for many years at the Rhodes- Livingstone Institute for Social
Research, Lusaka, and/or in the Department of Social Anthropology, University
of Manchester, discuss within a common framework modern fieldwork methods
as tools for examining a number of problems of current anthropological interest.

Elizabeth Colson, J. Clyde Mitchell, and J. A. Barnes stress aspects of the role of
quantification in social anthropology and indicate a range of problems that can be
illuminated by the use of quantitative techniques. Equal importance is attached
by all contributors to the collection and analysis of detailed case material, a topic
explored in J. van Velsen’s essay. A. L. and T. S. Epstein, V. W. Turner, and M.
G. Marwick consider the kinds of data relevant to anthropological discussion in
the fields of economics, law, ritual, and witchcraft, and the methods by which
such material may be collected. The volume is introduced by Max Gluckman,
former director of the Rhodes-Livingstone Institute and former head of the
department of social anthropology and sociology, University of Manchester.
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In social anthropology, as in other branches of science, there is a close relationship between research
methods and theoretical problems. Advancing theory and shifts in orientation go hand in hand with the
development of techniques and mutually influence one another. If the development of modern social
anthropology owes much to its established tradition of fieldwork, it is also clear that the procedures that
anthropological fieldwork should follow in the laboratory can never be prescribed in absolute terms nor
become wholly standardized.

Yet as anthropological analysis is refined, it becomes increasingly important that students in the field be
aware of the need to collect basic kinds of data, and know how to set about doing so. In this volume,
anthropologists who have worked closely together for many years at the Rhodes- Livingstone Institute for
Social Research, Lusaka, and/or in the Department of Social Anthropology, University of Manchester,
discuss within a common framework modern fieldwork methods as tools for examining a number of
problems of current anthropological interest.

Elizabeth Colson, J. Clyde Mitchell, and J. A. Barnes stress aspects of the role of quantification in social
anthropology and indicate a range of problems that can be illuminated by the use of quantitative techniques.
Equal importance is attached by all contributors to the collection and analysis of detailed case material, a
topic explored in J. van Velsen’s essay. A. L. and T. S. Epstein, V. W. Turner, and M. G. Marwick consider
the kinds of data relevant to anthropological discussion in the fields of economics, law, ritual, and witchcraft,
and the methods by which such material may be collected. The volume is introduced by Max Gluckman,
former director of the Rhodes-Livingstone Institute and former head of the department of social
anthropology and sociology, University of Manchester.
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Editorial Review

Review

“[A] condensation of a most impressive body of achieved research and I certainly wish that such a book had
been available before and during my own fieldwork. It ought to become a standard text in anthropology and
should be of interest to sociologists and others.”

—W.J. Argyle, The British Journal of Sociology

“[A]n important book providing truly useful reviews of the facets covered, as well as outlining new trends.”

—Conrad C. Reining, in American Anthropologists

“[A]n important textbook for university courses.”

—Wm. A. Collins, The American Journal of Sociology

About the Author

A. L. Epstein (1924-1999) began his career at the department of anthropology at Manchester University and
later became professor of social anthropology at the University of Sussex. Much of his fieldwork focused on
the Tolai, urban Africans on the Copperbelt (the copper mining area of Zambia). His many works include
Ethos and Identity (Transaction, 2006), In the Midst of Life, and Matupit: Land, Politics, and Change among
the Tolai of New Britain.

Max Gluckman (1911-1975) was founder and head of the department of social anthropology and sociology at
the University of Manchester. He is well known for his many books and articles on the peoples of South and
Central Africa and on social anthropology in general. He was a political activist and was strongly and openly
anti-colonial.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Whetstone:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
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looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled The Craft of Social Anthropology. Try to make book The Craft of Social
Anthropology as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Donald Lombard:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Craft of Social Anthropology, you are able to
enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can
occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Lourdes Tyner:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but additionally
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By book The Craft of Social Anthropology we can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative
people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable
with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book The Craft of Social Anthropology. You can
more inviting than now.

Ruth Ford:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find the
The Craft of Social Anthropology when you needed it?
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