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In The Sublime Perversion of Capital Gavin Walker examines the Japanese
debate about capitalism between the 1920s and 1950s, using it as a "prehistory"
to consider current discussions of uneven development and contemporary topics
in Marxist theory and historiography. Walker locates the debate's culmination in
the work of Uno Kozo, whose investigations into the development of capitalism
and the commodification of labor power are essential for rethinking the national
question in Marxist theory. Walker's analysis of Uno and the Japanese debate
strips Marxist historiography of its Eurocentric focus, showing how Marxist
thought was globalized from the start. In analyzing the little-heralded tradition of
Japanese Marxist theory alongside Marx himself, Walker not only offers new
insights into the transition to capitalism, the rise of globalization, and the relation
between capital and the formation of the nation-state; he provides new ways to
break Marxist theory's impasse with postcolonial studies and critical theory. 
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In The Sublime Perversion of Capital Gavin Walker examines the Japanese debate about capitalism between
the 1920s and 1950s, using it as a "prehistory" to consider current discussions of uneven development and
contemporary topics in Marxist theory and historiography. Walker locates the debate's culmination in the
work of Uno Kozo, whose investigations into the development of capitalism and the commodification of
labor power are essential for rethinking the national question in Marxist theory. Walker's analysis of Uno and
the Japanese debate strips Marxist historiography of its Eurocentric focus, showing how Marxist thought was
globalized from the start. In analyzing the little-heralded tradition of Japanese Marxist theory alongside Marx
himself, Walker not only offers new insights into the transition to capitalism, the rise of globalization, and
the relation between capital and the formation of the nation-state; he provides new ways to break Marxist
theory's impasse with postcolonial studies and critical theory. 
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Editorial Review

Review

"What is capital? What is its relation with the 'world' and with the nation? What is its origin, its limit, and its
'other'? Reading the 'debate on Japanese capitalism' in the 1920s and 1930s against the grain of contemporary
concerns, Gavin Walker invites us to a breathtaking intellectual journey. He provides a masterful
interpretation of a crucial historical debate and makes a landmark contribution to our understanding of global
capitalism and to the forging of a new project of liberation."
 
(Sandro Mezzadra, coauthor of Border as Method, or, The Multiplication of Labor)

"Gavin Walker's superb The Sublime Perversion of Capital is a brilliantly imaginative recovery of Marx's
worldly vocation and the original premises of historical materialism dedicated to combining the immediacy
of local contemporary circumstances with the global reach of capital. He realizes this singularly vital
program by reflecting on the writings of the economist Uno Kozo, especially his thinking on logic and
history, as they intervened and culminated in the famous Marxian debate on capitalism in Japan's 1920s and
1930s in a context sparked by a rapidly uneven passage into capitalist modernity and its spillover into
imperialism."
 
(Harry Harootunian, author of Marx After Marx: History and Time in the Expansion of Capitalism)

About the Author

Gavin Walker is Assistant Professor of History and East Asian Studies at McGill University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eric Chabot:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Sublime Perversion of Capital: Marxist Theory and the
Politics of History in Modern Japan (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society).

Shad Broussard:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible The
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Sublime Perversion of Capital: Marxist Theory and the Politics of History in Modern Japan (Asia-Pacific:
Culture, Politics, and Society)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend
your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or
you have some other opinion?

Nicholas Poston:

This The Sublime Perversion of Capital: Marxist Theory and the Politics of History in Modern Japan (Asia-
Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world
is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This
kind of The Sublime Perversion of Capital: Marxist Theory and the Politics of History in Modern Japan
(Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) without we understand teach the one who looking at it become
critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry The Sublime Perversion of Capital: Marxist Theory
and the Politics of History in Modern Japan (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) can bring when you
are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely
laptop even telephone. This The Sublime Perversion of Capital: Marxist Theory and the Politics of History in
Modern Japan (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) having very good arrangement in word as well as
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Ella Nebel:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also
you know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something
by book. Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually The Sublime
Perversion of Capital: Marxist Theory and the Politics of History in Modern Japan (Asia-Pacific: Culture,
Politics, and Society).
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