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Having long served as a standard introduction to the world of the early church,
Everett Ferguson's Backgrounds of Early Christianity has been expanded and
updated in this third edition. The book explores and unpacks the Roman, Greek,
and Jewish political, social, religious, and philosophical backgrounds necessary
for a good historical understanding of the New Testament and the early church.
New to this edition are revisions of Ferguson's original material, updated
bibliographies, and fresh discussions of first-century social life, of Gnosticism,
and of the Dead Sea Scrolls and other Jewish literature.
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Having long served as a standard introduction to the world of the early church, Everett Ferguson's
Backgrounds of Early Christianity has been expanded and updated in this third edition. The book explores
and unpacks the Roman, Greek, and Jewish political, social, religious, and philosophical backgrounds
necessary for a good historical understanding of the New Testament and the early church. New to this edition
are revisions of Ferguson's original material, updated bibliographies, and fresh discussions of first-century
social life, of Gnosticism, and of the Dead Sea Scrolls and other Jewish literature.
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Editorial Review

Review

Currents in Theology and Mission
"The text is excellent -- rich and amazingly detailed. A standard textbook, it would also be a good addition to
a parish library."

Bryn Mawr Classical Review
“This book provides a good introduction for students to the historical, cultural and religious environment of
the New Testament.”
 

From the Back Cover
Having long served as a standard introduction to the world of the early church, Everett Ferguson's
"Backgrounds of Early Christianity" has been expanded and updated in this third edition. The book explores
and unpacks the Roman, Greek, and Jewish political, social, religious, and philosophical backgrounds
necessary for a good historical understanding of the New Testament and the early church. New to this edition
are revisions of Ferguson's original material, updated bibliographies, and fresh discussions of first-century
social life, of Gnosticism, and of the Dead Sea Scrolls and other Jewish literature.

About the Author

Everett Ferguson is professor emeritus of Bible anddistinguished scholar-in-residence at Abilene
ChristianUniversity, Abilene, Texas. Among his books areBackgrounds of Early Christianity, now in itsthird
edition, and The Church of Christ: A BiblicalEcclesiology for Today (both Eerdmans).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Doris Anderson:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare time
to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did you do?
Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply because just their can do
in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from
on pre-school until university need that Backgrounds of Early Christianity to read.

Johnna Chapin:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Backgrounds of Early Christianity your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get
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before. The Backgrounds of Early Christianity giving you a different experience more than blown away your
brain but also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing
pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning
an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Virgina Scheffer:

This Backgrounds of Early Christianity is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific
book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it.
So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Backgrounds of
Early Christianity in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We
can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So ,
this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Patrick Duenas:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the
book Backgrounds of Early Christianity we can take more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For
being creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't
become doubt to change your life at this book Backgrounds of Early Christianity. You can more appealing
than now.
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