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For years, criminologists have studied the relationship between crime and below-
average intelligence, concluding that offenders possess IQ scores 8-10 points
below those of non-offenders. Little, however, is known about the criminal
behavior of those with above-average IQ scores. This book provides some of the
first empirical information about the self-reported crimes of people with genius-
level IQ scores. Combining quantitative data from 72 different offenses with
qualitative data from 44 follow-up interviews, this book describes the nature of
high-IQ crime while shedding light on a population of offenders often ignored in
research and sensationalized in media.    
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Editorial Review

Review

"In his new book Criminal Genius James Oleson offers a novel and previously unavailable insight into the
world of high-IQ offenders. . . as rich in qualitative analysis as it [is] quantitative."
(Australian and New Zealand Journal of Criminology)

From the Inside Flap

"In most natural groupings, the higher one's intelligence, the less likely one is to commit criminal acts. Yet
the unexpected results in this groundbreaking book show us that, at the extreme upper end of the scale, the
immunity from crime that comes with intelligence tends to lose its potency. In the end, however, this reduced
immunity stems not so much from this tiny group's intelligence as from its perhaps inevitable distance from
ordinary mortals."—Travis Hirschi, author of Causes of Delinquency

"One of the widely acknowledged risk factors for offending is low IQ, but very little is known about
offending by high IQ people. James Oleson challenges conventional wisdom by concluding that high IQ
people self-report more offenses than matched controls but are more likely to avoid detection and
punishment. His book includes many enlightening case histories and deserves to be read by all criminologists
and psychologists."—David P. Farrington, Emeritus Professor of Psychological Criminology, Cambridge
University

"This book is a fascinating and highly readable account of the criminal behavior of a group we rarely think
about—the genius wrongdoer. I recommend it to anyone interested in or concerned with the criminal
mind."—Joshua Dressler, Distinguished University Professor, Michael E. Moritz College of Law, The Ohio
State University

"This is a fascinating multi-sample study of crime among individuals with very high IQ scores. Spanning the
worlds of biosocial criminology, psychology, executive functioning, and true crime, Oleson crafts an
accessible and fun look at criminal behavior among individuals who seemingly should not commit
crime. The book is a must-read for criminologists and true crime aficionados alike."—Matt DeLisi, Iowa
State University, Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Criminal Justice

About the Author

James C. Oleson is Associate Professor of Criminology at the University of Auckland. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alex Lynch:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for all of us. The book Criminal Genius: A Portrait of High-IQ Offenders had
been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is
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extremely advantages for you. The publication Criminal Genius: A Portrait of High-IQ Offenders is not only
giving you considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you experience bored. You
can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book Criminal
Genius: A Portrait of High-IQ Offenders. You never feel lose out for everything should you read some
books.

William Murphy:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of
them is this Criminal Genius: A Portrait of High-IQ Offenders.

Dennis Rodriguez:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read will be Criminal Genius: A Portrait of High-IQ Offenders.

Laura Burnham:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer might be Criminal Genius: A Portrait of High-IQ Offenders why because the
amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.
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