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When the Germans invaded Poland on September 1, 1939, Thomas Toivi Blatt
was twelve years old. He and his family lived in the largely Jewish town of
Izbica in the Lublin district of Poland - a district that was to become the site of
three of the six major Nazi extermination camps: Belzec, Sobibor, and Majdanek.
Blatt's account of his childhood in Izbica provides a fascinating glimpse of
Jewish life in Poland after the German invasion and during the periods of mass
deportations of Jews to the camps. Blatt tells of the chilling events that led to his
deportation to Sobibor, of his separation from his family, and of the six months
he spent at Sobibor before taking part in the most successful uprising and mass
breakout in any Nazi camp during World War II. Blatt's tale of escape, and of the
five horrifying years spent eluding both the Nazis and later anti-Semitic Polish
nationalists, is a firsthand account of one of the most terrifying and savage events
of human history. From the Ashes of Sobibor also includes a moving interview
with Karl Frenzel, a Nazi commandant from Sobibor.
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When the Germans invaded Poland on September 1, 1939, Thomas Toivi Blatt was twelve years old. He and
his family lived in the largely Jewish town of Izbica in the Lublin district of Poland - a district that was to
become the site of three of the six major Nazi extermination camps: Belzec, Sobibor, and Majdanek. Blatt's
account of his childhood in Izbica provides a fascinating glimpse of Jewish life in Poland after the German
invasion and during the periods of mass deportations of Jews to the camps. Blatt tells of the chilling events
that led to his deportation to Sobibor, of his separation from his family, and of the six months he spent at
Sobibor before taking part in the most successful uprising and mass breakout in any Nazi camp during World
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In 1958, when Blatt emigrated to Israel, he sent the story of his incarceration and escape from Sobibor to a
notable Auschwitz survivor. The names Auschwitz, Treblinka and Dachau had by then become symbols of
the horrors of the Holocaust. But the concentration camp at Sobibor was another site where thousands of
Jews had been killed, so Blatt must have been horrified when this survivor wrote in response to his
manuscript, "`You have a tremendous imagination. I've never heard of Sobibor and especially not of Jews
revolting there.'" Forty years later Sobibor's existence is no longer in question. But even today it is a camp
shrouded in mystery, in large part, as Blatt points out, because "very little official documentation" survives
of Sobibor's existence or operation--this memoir is one of the few eyewitness accounts. Through first-person
narrative and reconstructed dialogue, Blatt describes with chilling objectivity the German occupation of his
hometown of Izbica, Poland; early Nazi roundups; the transportation of Jews to Sobibor; his own internment
there; the inmate revolt that followed on the footsteps of Nazi defeats by the Russians; and finally his flight
to and from his hometown. Although parts of this story were printed elsewhere and have been incorporated
into Richard Rashke's Escape from Sobibor as well as a 1987 CBS documentary of the same name, this is
Blatt's first full-length account and the result of 40 years of work. Blatt's story is a powerfully written
memorial to Sobibor's victims.

Copyright 1997 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Among the most common questions asked of Holocaust survivors are why the Jews didn't fight back: Why, it
is wondered, did they let their families go to their deaths so easily? The recollections of Blatt, a survivor of
the extermination camp Sobibor, in Poland, where Jews staged a successful revolt, addresses these questions
in a frank and gripping narrative. Blatt's account demonstrates how the Germans kept Jews in Poland
subjugated through random terror combined with promises that the status quo would be maintained if the
Jews cooperated. By the time Blatt reached Sobibor with his family, it was too late for resistance. Perhaps
the most frightening, and dispiriting, part of Blatt's account is how Christian Poles at times robbed,
terrorized, or even murdered Jewish fugitives, such as the Sobibor escapees. A chilling narrative; highly
recommended for Judaica collections and Holocaust specialists as well as general readers.?Frederic Krome,
Northern Kentucky Univ., Highland Heights
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"One of the era's true sagas." —Jerusalem Post Magazine

"Blatt's story is a powerfully written memorial to Sobibor's victims." —Publishers Weekly

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Lawrence Scuderi:

The book From the Ashes of Sobibor: A Story of Survival (Jewish Lives) make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book From the Ashes of
Sobibor: A Story of Survival (Jewish Lives) for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add
your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything
if you like open and read a guide From the Ashes of Sobibor: A Story of Survival (Jewish Lives). Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-
book?

James Roberts:

Here thing why this kind of From the Ashes of Sobibor: A Story of Survival (Jewish Lives) are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the
content is as delicious as food or not. From the Ashes of Sobibor: A Story of Survival (Jewish Lives) giving
you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that
similar with From the Ashes of Sobibor: A Story of Survival (Jewish Lives). It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can
be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by
train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of From the Ashes of
Sobibor: A Story of Survival (Jewish Lives) in e-book can be your choice.

Betty McClanahan:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill
your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should
read. If you want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled From the Ashes of Sobibor: A Story of
Survival (Jewish Lives) can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Keith Vanwagoner:

This From the Ashes of Sobibor: A Story of Survival (Jewish Lives) is new way for you who has fascination
to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this From the Ashes of
Sobibor: A Story of Survival (Jewish Lives) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside
this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make
them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this
e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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