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Metaphysics is what Aristotle described as "the First Philosophy" or "first
science," a comprehensive inquiry into the ultimate nature of reality. As such,
metaphysics consists of a systematic study of the more general categories of
being and of the more general ways of relating entities.

The Historical Dictionary of Metaphysics focuses on metaphysics in Western
philosophy, the metaphysical tradition that developed under the influence of
Greek philosophy, and especially Plato and Aristotle. It offers a comprehensive
guide to the many facets of metaphysics through a chronology, an introductory
essay, a bibliography, and over 300 cross-referenced dictionary entries on
concepts, people, works, and technical terms. This volume is an invaluable
resource for student and scholar alike.
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Editorial Review

Review
Rosenkrantz and Hoffman (both, philosophy, Univ. of North Carolina, Greensboro) have written a volume
on metaphysics in the Western tradition as developed under the influence of Greek philosophers. The text
offers over 300 cross-referenced entries, in alphabetical order and of varying lengths, on metaphysicians
from Thales of Miletus (c. 6250-545 B.C.E.) to Harty H. Field (b. 1956); key concepts like free will, God,
personal identity, and the mind-body problem; and areas of thought including idealism, essentialism, and
deism. Also included are a chronology, an excellent introduction, a list of symbols, and a bibliography. The
editors know their subject matter and provide clear and understandable entries. (Library Journal)

Metaphysics is one of the major branches of Western philosophy, having survived in one form or another
from the pre-Socratics of ancient Greece to Anglo-American philosophers of the present. Beyond that, any
definition is subject to dispute, metaphysics having undergone vast developments and elaborations in its long
history, whose major figures, concepts, and arguments this book summarizes in hundreds of brief entries. A
chronology, introduction, and bibliography give chronological and conceptual shape to the alphabetically
organized dictionary section. A 3-page chart of logical symbols with definitions and examples prepares the
reader for their use in various entries; fortunately for nonphilosophers, logical symbols are used sparingly....
Authors Rosenkrantz and Hoffman, both longtime faculty members at the University of North Carolina at
Greensboro, provide an indispensable guide to almost anyone (short of a professor of metaphysics) intent on
understanding a typical publication by or about virtually any of the figures discussed. Historical Dictionary
of Metaphysics will be useful for undergraduate students?philosophy majors or not?taking courses regarding
the metaphysical works, and associated concepts, of these philosophers. Graduate students and professors
reading outside their philosophical specialties should find help here (not least in the 30-page bibliography,
preceded by a brief bibliographical essay). This is number 103 in Scarecrow's Historical Dictionaries of
Religions, Philosophies, and Movements series. Recommended for academic libraries or anywhere
philosophy is taught. (Booklist)

Rosenkrantz and Hoffman (both, UNC, Greensboro) follow the standard format for Scarecrow's "Historical
Dictionary" series, providing a list of symbols, chronology, introduction, alphabetical entries, and
bibliography for the subject of metaphysics in the Western philosophical tradition from ancient Greece to the
present. The entries, which cover key concepts and philosophers, are clearly written and instill in the reader a
wish to learn more about the topics covered. Knowledge of these topics is facilitated by the cross-referencing
system but hampered by the lack of bibliographies for individual entries. A general bibliography appears at
the end of the work. Appropriate and useful for novices, this dictionary lacks the breadth, depth, and nuance
provided in the standard one-volume encyclopedia for the subfield, A Companion to Metaphysics (2nd ed.,
CH, Oct'09, 47-0789), edited by Rosenkrantz, J. Kim, and E. Sosa. Summing Up: Recommended. Lower-
division undergraduates and general readers.

Does a good job explicating terms and ideas. (Journal Of Religious & Theological Information)

About the Author
Gary S. Rosenkrantz is professor and Head of the Department of Philosophy at the University of North
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Carolina at Greensboro.
Joshua Hoffman is professor of Philosophy at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ellen Kelsey:

The particular book Historical Dictionary of Metaphysics (Historical Dictionaries of Religions, Philosophies,
and Movements Series) will bring someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to
clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The
book Historical Dictionary of Metaphysics (Historical Dictionaries of Religions, Philosophies, and
Movements Series) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the official
web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

David Beall:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the information about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this Historical Dictionary of
Metaphysics (Historical Dictionaries of Religions, Philosophies, and Movements Series).

Kerry Erdman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Historical Dictionary of Metaphysics
(Historical Dictionaries of Religions, Philosophies, and Movements Series) guide written by well-known
writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book.
Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal
hunger then you still question Historical Dictionary of Metaphysics (Historical Dictionaries of Religions,
Philosophies, and Movements Series) as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content.
This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense
to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.

Linda Gordon:

This Historical Dictionary of Metaphysics (Historical Dictionaries of Religions, Philosophies, and
Movements Series) is great e-book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who
have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts
accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea
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hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences
but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Historical Dictionary of
Metaphysics (Historical Dictionaries of Religions, Philosophies, and Movements Series) in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?
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