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The definition of humanism has been a subject of diverse interpretation almost
since the movement began. Some people have been called or call themselves
humanists without any clear understanding of what it means. Different factions
have arisen such as religious humanists and secular humanists, groups that have
often disagreed over matters of definition, but are one in their advocacy of the
basic goals.

But what is a humanist? And how are we to distinguish the various stripes of
humanists? More importantly, how are we to separate humanism as humanists
understand it from that which is criticized by the far right?

After an introduction to the earliest ideas of and terms for humanism in the
ancient world, noted humanist Nicolas Walter gives an account of the original
appearance and first meanings of "humanist" in the Italian Renaissance and of
"humanism" in the German Enlightenment, and a survey of varying uses by
diverse groups and individuals, until the gradual adoption of the term by the early
freethought movement and the eventual establishment of a new humanist
movement.

Drawing on personal experience and information from more than 400 sources,
this is the first full-length treatment of the subject, concluding with a manifesto
of modern humanism.
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The definition of humanism has been a subject of diverse interpretation almost since the movement began.
Some people have been called or call themselves humanists without any clear understanding of what it
means. Different factions have arisen such as religious humanists and secular humanists, groups that have
often disagreed over matters of definition, but are one in their advocacy of the basic goals.

But what is a humanist? And how are we to distinguish the various stripes of humanists? More importantly,
how are we to separate humanism as humanists understand it from that which is criticized by the far right?

After an introduction to the earliest ideas of and terms for humanism in the ancient world, noted humanist
Nicolas Walter gives an account of the original appearance and first meanings of "humanist" in the Italian
Renaissance and of "humanism" in the German Enlightenment, and a survey of varying uses by diverse
groups and individuals, until the gradual adoption of the term by the early freethought movement and the
eventual establishment of a new humanist movement.

Drawing on personal experience and information from more than 400 sources, this is the first full-length
treatment of the subject, concluding with a manifesto of modern humanism.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Nicolas Walter (London, England), director of the Rationalist Press Association, and the Humanist Peace
Council, is a contributor to the Times Literary Supplement, and the BBC World Service.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rosa Tarpley:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem
or even exercise. Well, probably you will want this Humanism: Finding Meaning in the Word.

Carla Arbogast:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Humanism: Finding Meaning in the
Word will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about everything.
But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they
are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Ronda Tollison:

Humanism: Finding Meaning in the Word can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Humanism: Finding Meaning in the
Word yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage
of crucial contemplating.

Naomi Harris:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Humanism: Finding Meaning in the Word
e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by
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anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating
skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Humanism: Finding Meaning in
the Word as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't
ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on
your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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