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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
B.J. Bullert's preface to Public Television illustrates her point with damning clarity. Just as she thought
everything was in place--an award-winning documentary filmmaker on board, two years of research, a
$100,000 grant--PBS began to flex its censorship muscles on the timely (and already approved) documentary
God and Money. This was to be a one-hour program about the U.S. Catholic bishops' pastoral letter that
indicted the government for its inhumane and shortsighted economic policies. It actually did get aired (and
on the very day the bishops released their letter); however, Bullert's frustrating experience with PBS planted
the seed for this book: an investigation of the complicated interplay of public television's needs and interests
and their impact on independent documentary film.

Getting inside the minds of PBS programmers was one of Bullert's goals, and to do this, she immersed
himself in their culture. She uncovers a system devoted to keeping its power elite in place, one vested in a
certain, safe way of presenting views and controversies that in no way might threaten its corporate-funding
sources. This may seem an obvious conclusion, but Bullert combines scholarly precision with on-site
investigative reporting to dramatize how programmers made editorial decisions. Public Television carefully
reconstructs a few key disputes between the programmers and the independents.

The first chapter includes a political history of public television, beginning with President Johnson's 1967
signing of the Public Broadcasting Act, which, alas, failed to specify a long-term funding strategy. Federal
cuts to public broadcasting in the Reagan years foreshadowed a call for total defunding in 1981. Alas,
programmers "stood at the gateway as traffic cops of perspectives" in an era enormously hungry for diverse
programming.

Chapter 2 examines two of the major PBS outlets for independent social-issues documentaries: Frontline and
P.O.V.. The chapter that follows highlights the controversies fueled by particular works: Dark Circle, a
documentary on the far-reaching impact of nuclear-weapons testing; Days of Rage, which presents the
Palestinian view on the Intifada; and Tongues Untied, showing the life of a black gay man. Michael Moore's
Roger and Me and Steve Talbot's The Heartbreak of America present two in-depth critiques of General
Motors. One whole chapter "not only chronicles these ... but also contrasts the films with Ken Burns's PBS
series, which have GM as their sole corporate sponsor and which serve to enhance the auto corporation's
public image." The concluding chapter discusses the larger ramifications--to the viewing public and society--
of these controversies.

This exposé will give us smug viewers of PBS a jolt. We've indeed been fed a carefully controlled diet of
controversial views and "news." Herself a scholar, Bullert gives a list of existing scholarship as well as key
terms and concepts. Public Television is illustrated with frames taken from the films discussed, and it
includes an exhaustive bibliography that will keep students of television and the communications industry in
general at no loss for further sources. --Hollis Giammatteo

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Barbara Barnes:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Public Television: Politics
and the Battle over Documentary Film (Communications, Media, & Culture)? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Gail Brasfield:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you that Public Television: Politics and
the Battle over Documentary Film (Communications, Media, & Culture) book as nice and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Michael Banks:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Public Television: Politics and the Battle over Documentary Film (Communications, Media, & Culture) your
thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become
one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The Public
Television: Politics and the Battle over Documentary Film (Communications, Media, & Culture) giving you
one more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life with
this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Jerry Schooler:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something
by book. Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Public
Television: Politics and the Battle over Documentary Film (Communications, Media, & Culture).
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