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When a sheriff’s deputy is brutally murdered, fellow deputy Margaret
Donovan—his lover—now finds herself questioning every choice she has made
as her life spins out of control. Margaret, the daughter of a well-respected Sheriff,
struggles to find meaning in life and falls back on the faith she was raised in. A
friendship develops between her and a nun from the local convent that reawakens
that faith. In time, she hands in her badge and gun and takes the veil. When she is
about to make her final profession, two students at Saint Dominic’s High School
are murdered. Her old boss the Sheriff asks her to work with him to solve the
killings. Margaret soon discovers a link between the two recent killings and the
murder of another Saint Dominic’s student that has gone unsolved for more than
thirty years. She also learns that there may have been an effort to cover up that
old killing to protect some very influential people. She suspects that someone has
returned to even the score. But who? As she works to find a killer before he
strikes again, she also struggles with herself as her decision about a final
profession to the religious life draws near. There are two big problems. There is
another child out there who is on the killer’s hit list, but they don’t know who he
or she is. And the detective Margaret is working with, Bill Templeton, is falling
in love with her. Margaret soon realizes that she is beginning to fall in love with
him. This fast-paced novel has little in common with other so-called clerical
mysteries because the protagonist, Sister Margaret, is a complex woman who
makes bad choices more often then she would like. Her desperate attempt to
solve the murders of two of her students is as much a spiritual journey as it is a
mystery. Only God knows where it will all end, and it is Margaret’s faith and
ultimately her love that will allow her to make it through.
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When a sheriff’s deputy is brutally murdered, fellow deputy Margaret Donovan—his lover—now finds
herself questioning every choice she has made as her life spins out of control. Margaret, the daughter of a
well-respected Sheriff, struggles to find meaning in life and falls back on the faith she was raised in. A
friendship develops between her and a nun from the local convent that reawakens that faith. In time, she
hands in her badge and gun and takes the veil. When she is about to make her final profession, two students
at Saint Dominic’s High School are murdered. Her old boss the Sheriff asks her to work with him to solve
the killings. Margaret soon discovers a link between the two recent killings and the murder of another Saint
Dominic’s student that has gone unsolved for more than thirty years. She also learns that there may have
been an effort to cover up that old killing to protect some very influential people. She suspects that someone
has returned to even the score. But who? As she works to find a killer before he strikes again, she also
struggles with herself as her decision about a final profession to the religious life draws near. There are two
big problems. There is another child out there who is on the killer’s hit list, but they don’t know who he or
she is. And the detective Margaret is working with, Bill Templeton, is falling in love with her. Margaret soon
realizes that she is beginning to fall in love with him. This fast-paced novel has little in common with other
so-called clerical mysteries because the protagonist, Sister Margaret, is a complex woman who makes bad
choices more often then she would like. Her desperate attempt to solve the murders of two of her students is
as much a spiritual journey as it is a mystery. Only God knows where it will all end, and it is Margaret’s faith
and ultimately her love that will allow her to make it through.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
A native of Iowa, Isaac Morris grew up in central Illinois and was educated for 12 years in parochial schools.
He entered a Catholic seminary after high school, but left after one year and received a bachelor’s degree in
English Literature in 1972 from MacMurray College, Jacksonville, Illinois. He earned a master’s degree in
religion from Butler University and Christian Theological Seminary, Indianapolis, in 1974. Mr. Morris
worked for the Illinois state insurance department and the high-risk health insurance pool for 30 years,
during which time he authored or ghostwrote articles for commissioners of insurance on insurance regulatory
issues. His first novel, The Absence of Goodness, was self-published in 2008. His second novel, Along the
River Road, was self-published first in Kindle format in 2011. The title was released through CreateSpace in
January 2012. Mr. Morris is currently adjunct instructor of philosophy and religion for Lincoln Land
Community College. He and his wife, Carol, live in Springfield, Illinois.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Valentine:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something
that they don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Absence of
Goodness. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other
social media.

Rick Braden:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Absence of Goodness book
since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees
there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

William Black:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Absence of Goodness your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that
maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then
become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just before. The The Absence
of Goodness giving you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body
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and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Jesse Williams:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Absence of Goodness was colourful
and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Absence of Goodness has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it
can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like
reading that will.
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