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The world’s most forward-looking CEOs recognize the real challenge facing
business today: a fundamental shift in the nature of commerce. While
sustainability programs, government action, and nonprofits are all parts of the
solution, CEOs and other leaders must focus on social, environmental, and
economic benefit—not only because it will make the world a better place, but
because it will ensure lasting profitability and success in the business climate of
tomorrow.

The Breakthrough Challenge is both an inspiring call-to-action and a guide for
this transformation, based on the work of The B Team, a major initiative uniting
leaders in sustainability. As a founding advisor and member of The B Team,
John Elkington and Jochen Zeitz map out an agenda for change. The most
important goal for businesses must be redefining the bottom line to account for
true long-term costs throughout the supply chain. To achieve this, leaders must
rethink everything: what counts on balance sheets, how to incentivize
performance, who does what in the C-suite, and even what inspires us. The
Breakthrough Challenge draws on over 100 exclusive interviews to show this
shift in action, sharing the pioneering work of leaders such as Paul Polman, CEO
of Unilever; Arianna Huffington, founder and CEO of The Huffington Post; Peter
Brabeck-Letmathe, chairman of the Nestlé Group; and Linda Fisher, pioneering
Chief Sustainability Officer at DuPont, among many others.

Change-as-usual strategies are not enough to move business from breakdowns to
breakthroughs. The Breakthrough Challenge shows leaders how to achieve a true
transformation and refocus the definition of profitability on the lasting wellbeing
of people and planet—for the lasting success of their business.
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The Breakthrough Challenge: 10 Ways to Connect Today's Profits With Tomorrow's Bottom Line By
John Elkington, Jochen Zeitz

The world’s most forward-looking CEOs recognize the real challenge facing business today: a fundamental
shift in the nature of commerce. While sustainability programs, government action, and nonprofits are all
parts of the solution, CEOs and other leaders must focus on social, environmental, and economic
benefit—not only because it will make the world a better place, but because it will ensure lasting profitability
and success in the business climate of tomorrow.

The Breakthrough Challenge is both an inspiring call-to-action and a guide for this transformation, based on
the work of The B Team, a major initiative uniting leaders in sustainability. As a founding advisor and
member of The B Team, John Elkington and Jochen Zeitz map out an agenda for change. The most
important goal for businesses must be redefining the bottom line to account for true long-term costs
throughout the supply chain. To achieve this, leaders must rethink everything: what counts on balance sheets,
how to incentivize performance, who does what in the C-suite, and even what inspires us. The Breakthrough
Challenge draws on over 100 exclusive interviews to show this shift in action, sharing the pioneering work
of leaders such as Paul Polman, CEO of Unilever; Arianna Huffington, founder and CEO of The Huffington
Post; Peter Brabeck-Letmathe, chairman of the Nestlé Group; and Linda Fisher, pioneering Chief
Sustainability Officer at DuPont, among many others.

Change-as-usual strategies are not enough to move business from breakdowns to breakthroughs. The
Breakthrough Challenge shows leaders how to achieve a true transformation and refocus the definition of
profitability on the lasting wellbeing of people and planet—for the lasting success of their business.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

“The Breakthrough Challenge has enormous potential to bring out the best in us—as all good challenges do.
Leaders in all sectors, around the world, must recognize the need for a collective, concerted effort.”
—from the foreword by Sir Richard Branson

The world’s most forward-looking CEOs recognize the real challenge facing business today: a fundamental
shift in the nature of commerce. While sustainability programs, government action, and nonprofits are all
parts of the solution, CEOs and other leaders must focus on social, environmental, and economic
benefit—not only because it will make the world a better place, but because it will ensure lasting profitability
and success in the business climate of tomorrow.

The Breakthrough Challenge is both an inspiring call to action and a guide for this transformation, based on
the work of The B Team, a major initiative uniting leaders in sustainability. As a founding advisor and
member of The B Team, John Elkington and Jochen Zeitz map out an agenda for change. The most
important goal for businesses must be redefining the bottom line to account for true long-term costs
throughout the supply chain. To achieve this, leaders must rethink everything: what counts on balance sheets,
how to incentivize performance, who does what in the C-suite, and even what inspires us. The Breakthrough
Challenge draws on over 100 exclusive interviews to show this shift in action, sharing the pioneering work
of leaders such as Paul Polman, CEO of Unilever; Arianna Huffington, founder and CEO of The Huffington
Post; Peter Brabeck-Letmathe, chairman of the Nestlé Group; and Linda Fisher, pioneering Chief
Sustainability Officer at DuPont, among many others.

Change-as-usual strategies are not enough to move business from breakdowns to breakthroughs. The
Breakthrough Challenge shows leaders how to achieve a true transformation and refocus the definition of
profitability on the lasting wellbeing of people and planet—for the lasting success of their business.

From the Back Cover

PRAISE FOR THE BREAKTHROUGH CHALLENGE

“John Elkington and Jochen Zeitz argue in this lucid, compelling, forward-thinking book that humanity’s
collective self-interest will be best served by enlightened business leaders. As practical as it is inspiring, this
case for doing well by doing the right thing should be required reading for anyone seeking to build a truly
successful 21st century business.”
—Jeff Skoll, first president, eBay, and founder and chairman, the Skoll Foundation, Participant Media, and
the Skoll Global Threats Fund

“True leaders will embrace The Breakthrough Challenge. They know that the wellbeing of people and planet
is key to future prosperity, and many now suspect we need a Plan B. They could have no better guides for the
journey than John Elkington and Jochen Zeitz.”
—Arianna Huffington, co-founder, The Huffington Post, and author, Thrive

“One of the most convincing and readable accounts yet of how—and why—the rules of the game need to
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change. Authored by two genuine pioneers, The Breakthrough Challenge provides an indispensable guide for
those, like Unilever, looking to build a business model based on long-term sustainable and equitable
growth.”
—Paul Polman, CEO, Unilever

“As we peer into a foggy and uncertain future, about the only thing that is clear is that not much can remain
the same. In The Breakthrough Challenge, John Elkington and Jochen Zeitz describe the radical retooling
our businesses, economies, and societies need to avoid catastrophic breakdowns and achieve a new
sustainable and inclusive future. Here is a design brief for the 21st century.”
—Tim Brown, CEO, IDEO

“Tomorrow’s bottom line will require politicians and business leaders to accept that future generations have
rights in today’s world. The Breakthrough Challenge explains why this is inevitable, who is leading the
charge, and how the transformation will happen. It should be widely read by those who aspire to leadership.”
—Mary Robinson, former President of Ireland, former UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, and
president, the Mary Robinson Foundation—Climate Justice

About the Author

John Elkington has worked for forty years in the environmental, sustainability, and social innovation fields.
He has cofounded four companies, sits on more than twenty boards or advisory boards, and is a founding
advisor of The B Team advisory board. He is the author or coauthor of nineteen books, including The Power
of Unreasonable People. He has received awards from the UN, the Skoll Foundation, Fast Company, the
Rockefeller Foundation, and others. John lives in London.

Jochen Zeitz is cofounder and cochairman of The B Team. He is a director at Kering (formerly PPR) and
chairman of the board’s sustainable development committee, after having been CEO of the Sport & Lifestyle
division and chief sustainability officer (CSO). Previously, he served eighteen years as chairman and CEO of
Puma. He was the youngest CEO in German history to head a public company. He is a board member of
Harley-Davidson and Wilderness Safaris and is coauthor of The Manager and the Monk (Jossey-Bass, 2012),
which has appeared in fifteen languages. Among other awards, he was named the Financial Times Strategist
of the Year three years in a row. Jochen lives in Switzerland and Kenya.

For more information, please visit www.thebreakthroughchallenge.com and follow the authors on Twitter via
@VolansJohn and @JochenZeitz.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorinda Kling:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible
The Breakthrough Challenge: 10 Ways to Connect Today's Profits With Tomorrow's Bottom Line? Maybe it
is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's
book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?
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Judith Bode:

The book The Breakthrough Challenge: 10 Ways to Connect Today's Profits With Tomorrow's Bottom Line
gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase.
Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If
you can make looking at a book The Breakthrough Challenge: 10 Ways to Connect Today's Profits With
Tomorrow's Bottom Line for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if
you like open and read a guide The Breakthrough Challenge: 10 Ways to Connect Today's Profits With
Tomorrow's Bottom Line. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Edith Macklin:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one
along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular The Breakthrough Challenge:
10 Ways to Connect Today's Profits With Tomorrow's Bottom Line is kind of e-book which is giving the
reader erratic experience.

Hector Duggan:

The book The Breakthrough Challenge: 10 Ways to Connect Today's Profits With Tomorrow's Bottom Line
has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. That book
very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.
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