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"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth..."

In 1968 the world watched as Earth rose over the moonscape, televised from the
orbiting Apollo 8 mission capsule. Radioing back to Houston on Christmas Eve,
astronauts recited the first ten verses from the book of Genesis. In fact, many of
the astronauts found space flight to be areligious experience. To Touch the Face
of God is the first book-length historical study of the relationship between
religion and the U.S. space program.

Kendrick Oliver exploresthe role played by religious motivationsin the
formation of the space program and discusses the responses of religious thinkers
such as Paul Tillichand C. S. Lewis. Examining the attitudes of religious
Americans, Oliver finds that the space program was a source of anxiety as well
asinspiration. It was not always easy for them to tell whether it wasagodly or
godless venture.

Grounded in original archival research and the study of participant testimonies,
this book also explores one of the largest petition campaigns of the post-war era.
Between 1969 and 1975, more than eight million Americans wrote to NASA
expressing support for prayer and bible-reading in space. Oliver's study is
rigorous and detailed but also contemplative in its approach, examining the larger
meanings of mankind’ s first adventuresin "the heavens."
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"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth..."

In 1968 the world watched as Earth rose over the moonscape, televised from the orbiting Apollo 8 mission

capsule. Radioing back to Houston on Christmas Eve, astronauts recited the first ten verses from the book of
Genesis. In fact, many of the astronauts found space flight to be a religious experience. To Touch the Face of
God isthe first book-length historical study of the relationship between religion and the U.S. space program.

Kendrick Oliver explores the role played by religious motivations in the formation of the space program and
discusses the responses of religious thinkers such as Paul Tillich and C. S. Lewis. Examining the attitudes of
religious Americans, Oliver finds that the space program was a source of anxiety aswell asinspiration. It
was not always easy for them to tell whether it wasagodly or godless venture.

Grounded in original archival research and the study of participant testimonies, this book also explores one
of the largest petition campaigns of the post-war era. Between 1969 and 1975, more than eight million
Americans wrote to NASA expressing support for prayer and bible-reading in space. Oliver’s study is
rigorous and detailed but also contemplative in its approach, examining the larger meanings of mankind's
first adventuresin "the heavens.”
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Editorial Review
Review

"Lively and interesting, this book accurately reflects the disorienting effects of ventures into Heaven by men
in space suits."

(James Gilbert, University of Maryland, College Park)

" To Touch the Face of God... support[s] the importance of the strength of individual faith, the power of
community, and the American need for both heroes and villains of biblical proportionsto change the world."

(David Rosman New York Journal of Books)

"Oliver analyses spaceflight and religion in a sophisticated manner, well informed by the scholarly literature
of 'new aerospace history," which examines intersections between space history and other disciplines or
themes... Oliver engages histories of theology and religious practice in a broad conversation of motivations,
implications, transformations and reinforcements of religion in the history of spaceflight.”

(Margaret Weitekamp Times Higher Education)

"Religious and science colletions alike will relish this survey."

(Midwest Book Review)

" To Touch the Face of God is well-written, with short, precise excursions into what almost amounts to
poetry, for example: ‘ They [the astronauts in space] could not sit for amorning in the manner of Thoreau,
slowly incubating epiphany’... It is an important contribution to the study of the complex connections
between spaceflight and religion and thus highly recommended.”

(Thore Bjarnvig Quest: History of Spaceflight Quarterly)

"Oliver's well-research book sparkles with graceful prose and cogent insights... Also refreshing is Oliver's
breadth of knowledge, which leads to pregnant thoughts... To Touch the Face of God is a stimulating and
original examination of the long Sixties. Looking at Americathrough this unique window?actually a
spaceship's portal reveals things | had not seen before."

(Robert Spinney Fides Et Historia)
About the Author

Kendrick Oliver isareader in American history in the Faculty of Humanities, University of Southampton,
United Kingdom.
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Méelissa Conner:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these individual s survives, being in the middle of often the
crowded place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have
underestimated the item for awhileisreading. Y es, by reading areserve your ability to survive improve then
having chance to endure than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you that
To Touch the Face of God: The Sacred, the Profane, and the American Space Program, 1957-1975 (New
Seriesin NASA History) book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Kenneth Kelly:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This To Touch the Face of God: The Sacred, the Profane, and the American Space
Program, 1957-1975 (New Seriesin NASA History) book is readable by means of you who hate those
straight word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with To
Touch the Face of God: The Sacred, the Profane, and the American Space Program, 1957-1975 (New Series
in NASA History) content conveys prospect easily to understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content material but it just different in the form of it. So, do you nonethel ess thinking
To Touch the Face of God: The Sacred, the Profane, and the American Space Program, 1957-1975 (New
Seriesin NASA History) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Nicholas Poston:

The publication untitled To Touch the Face of God: The Sacred, the Profane, and the American Space
Program, 1957-1975 (New Seriesin NASA History) isthe e-book that recommended to you to read. Y ou
can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The language that article author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book,
therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also might get the e-book of To
Touch the Face of God: The Sacred, the Profane, and the American Space Program, 1957-1975 (New Series
in NASA History) from the publisher to make you alot more enjoy free time.

Robert Cox:

Exactly why? Because this To Touch the Face of God: The Sacred, the Profane, and the American Space
Program, 1957-1975 (New Seriesin NASA History) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication
waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content interior
easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it isgood for you
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because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking approach. So, till want to hold off having that book? If | have been you | will go to the guide store
hurriedly.
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