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First published in 1923, Weeds is set amid the tobacco tenant farms of rural
Kentucky. This pioneering naturalist novel tells the story of a hard-working,
spirited young woman who finds herself in a soul-destroying battle with the
imprisoning duties of motherhood and of managing an impoverished household.
The novel is particularly noteworthy for its heartbreaking depiction of a woman
who suffers not from a lack of love, but from an unrequited longing for self-
expression and freedom.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Coming of age is a shock to almost anyone's system but imagine being like Kelley's character Judith
Pippinger: spirited, creative, strong, yet facing nothing more fulfilling in life than the poverty and
deprivation of a rural life. As with any lifetime, the human spirit provides moments of beauty, laughter and
power-reserves upon which Judith must depend to survive a failing marriage, a disastrous love affair and the
impending death of one of her daughters. The original manuscript contained a scene of rural childbirth
deemed too graphic for readers and which was cut before publication. This complete edition includes that
restored chapter.

From Publishers Weekly
this early feminist novel, about the restricted life of the wife of a tobacco farmer, was originally published in
1923.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"If there could be such a thing as a 21-gun salute for a novel fortuitously rescued from oblivion, Weeds richly
merits it, for Edith Summers Kelley's book is unquestionably a major work of American fiction. . . . It is
remarkable for its compassionate realism, its narrative pace, its sensitive evocation of character and for its
sure literary craftmanship. . . . [Weeds] is a book that will astonish and enrich anyone who reads it. And
anyone should be everyone." —New York Times Book Review

"This beautiful novel, which saw its first publication in 1923, is the story of Judith Pippinger Blackford, a
Kentucky farm girl whose bright, responsive, and perhaps talented nature is gradually dulled by the sordid
limitation of her life. . . . It would be a pity for anyone to miss this statuesque book." —New Yorker

"Edith Kelley had much in common with Sherwood Anderson and her friend, Sinclair Lewis. Her novel is
effective, poignant, well observed, distinguished of its kind. It should win a place in courses on modern
literature and women's studies." —Choice

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark Armstrong:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that
for a while is reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Weeds book as basic
and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.
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Rosemarie Pickett:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Weeds as the daily resource information.

Karen Wells:

Often the book Weeds will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell
out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to
you. The book Weeds is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official
web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Erica Lewis:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the information about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this Weeds.
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