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"Fascinating . .. An admirably lucid, level-headed history of outbreaks of
joy from Dionysusto the Grateful Dead." ?Terry Eagleton, The Nation

Widely praised as "impressive" (The Washington Post Book World), "ambitious’
(The Wall Street Journal), and "alluring” (The Los Angeles Times), Dancing in
the Streets explores a human impulse that has been so effectively suppressed that
we lack even aterm for it: the desire for collective joy, historically expressed in
revels of feasting, costuming, and dancing.

Drawing on awealth of history and anthropology, Barbara Ehrenreich uncovers
the origins of communal celebration in human biology and culture. From the
earliest orgiastic Mesopotamian rites to the medieval practice of Christianity asa
"danced religion" and the transgressive freedoms of carnival, she demonstrates
that mass festivities have long been central to the Western tradition. In recent
centuries, this festive tradition has been repressed, cruelly and often bloodily. But
as Ehrenreich arguesin this original, exhilarating, and ultimately optimistic book,
the celebratory impulse is too deeply ingrained in human nature ever to be
completely extinguished.
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"Fascinating . . . An admirably lucid, level-headed history of outbreaks of joy from Dionysusto the
Grateful Dead." ?Terry Eagleton, The Nation

Widely praised as "impressive" (The Washington Post Book World), "ambitious' (The Wall Street Journal),
and "aluring" (The Los Angeles Times), Dancing in the Streets explores a human impulse that has been so
effectively suppressed that we lack even aterm for it: the desire for collective joy, historically expressed in
revels of feasting, costuming, and dancing.

Drawing on awealth of history and anthropology, Barbara Ehrenreich uncovers the origins of communal
celebration in human biology and culture. From the earliest orgiastic Mesopotamian rites to the medieval
practice of Christianity as a"danced religion" and the transgressive freedoms of carnival, she demonstrates
that mass festivities have long been central to the Western tradition. In recent centuries, this festive tradition
has been repressed, cruelly and often bloodily. But as Ehrenreich argues in this original, exhilarating, and
ultimately optimistic book, the celebratory impulse is too deeply ingrained in human nature ever to be
completely extinguished.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Sarred Review. It isatruism that everyone seeks happiness, but public manifestations of it have not always
been free of recrimination. Colonial regimes have defined spectacles as an inherently "primitive" act and
elders harrumph at youthful exultation. Socia critic and bestselling author Ehrenreich (Nickel and Dimed)
teases out the many incarnations of sanctioned public revelry, starting with the protofeminist oreibasia, or
Dionysian winter dance, in antiquity, and from there covering trance, ancient mystery cults and carnival,
right up to the rock and roll and sports-related mass cel ebrations of our own day. "Why is so little left" of
such rituals, she asks, bemoaning the "loss of ecstatic pleasure." Ehrenreich necessarily delineates the
repressive reactions to such ecstasy by the forces of so-called "civilization," reasonably positing that rituals
of joy are nearly asinnate as the quest for food and shelter. Complicating Ehrenreich’'s schemais her own
politicized judgment, dismissing what she sees as the debased celebrations of sporting events while writing
approvingly of the 1960s "happenings" of her own youth and the inevitable street theater that accompanies
any modern mass protest, yet al but ignoring the Burning Man festival in Nevada and tut-tutting ravers
reliance on artificial ecstasy. That aside, Ehrenreich writes with grace and clarity in afascinating, wide-
ranging and generous account. (Jan. 10)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

At atime when socia scientists are lamenting the loss of a sense of community, Ehrenreich offersan
absorbing look at the joy of life expressed in communal rituals of dance and celebration. From cave drawings
through the celebrations of weddings, religious rites, healing, and war preparations of various cultures to
modern "carnivalization" of sports celebrations, she traces the appeal of synchronizing individual movements
to agroup. Western culture, with little understanding of the ecstasy of love expressed in group celebrations,
has looked on such celebrations as primitive hysterics and banned them among African daves, Native
Americans, and other cultures. But Ehrenreich details along history of such celebrations in European
cultures, from the festivals of Dionysus to those of medieval Christians. She also explores other cultures
reactions to dance cel ebrations they viewed as somehow socially or spiritually subversive, whether it's
Protestants banning carnivals or Wahhabist Muslims frowning on ecstatic Sufism. Given the social nature of
humans, Ehrenreich is optimistic that the drive to "civilize" will never fully eliminate the impulse for group
celebration. Vanessa Bush

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“A fabulous book on carnival and ecstasy, skillfully arranged and brilliantly explained.” ?Robert Farris
Thompson, author of Tango: The Art History of Love

“Barbara Ehrenreich shows how and why people celebrate together, and equally what causes usto fear
celebration. Here isthe other side of ritual, whose dark side she explored in Blood Rites. She rangesin time
from the earliest festivals drawn on cave walls to modern football crowds; she finds that festivities and
ecstatic rituals have been away to address personal ills like melancholy and shame, social ills as extreme as
those faced by American daves. Dancing in the Sreetsisitself a celebration of language -- clear, funny,
unpredictable. Thisisatruly original book.” ?Richard Sennett, author of The Culture of the New Capitalism
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Theresa Wilkins:

This Dancing in the Streets: A History of Collective Joy book isjust not ordinary book, you haveit then the
world isin your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read alot of information
you will get. That Dancing in the Streets: A History of Collective Joy without we understand teach the one
who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Dancing in the
Streets: A History of Collective Joy can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves
turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Dancing in the
Streets: A History of Collective Joy having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not
really feel uninterested in reading.

Floyd Hatfield:

This Dancing in the Streets: A History of Collective Joy is great book for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
That book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentencesin it. So
if you areread it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Dancing in the Streets:
A History of Collective Joy in your hand like getting the world in your arm, datain it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do
that. So, thisis good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Henry Reavis:

This Dancing in the Streets: A History of Collective Joy isfresh way for you who has curiosity to look for
some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Dancing in the Streets: A
History of Collective Joy can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of
book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep
I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy
this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especialy thisone. Y ou can find
actually looking for. It should be here for aperson. So, don't missit! Just read this e-book kind for your
better life in addition to knowledge.

Pauline Jones;

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but also novel and Dancing in the Streets: A History of Collective Joy or
maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to

PDF File: Dancing In The Streets: A History Of Collective Joy 4



Read and Download Ebook Dancing In The Streets: A History Of Collective Joy PDF Public Ebook Library

read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those publications
are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes
Dancing in the Streets: A History of Collective Joy to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of
book like here.
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