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Who is a Native American? And who gets to decide? From genealogists
searching online for their ancestors to fortune hunters hoping for a slice of casino
profits from wealthy tribes, the answers to these seemingly straightforward
questions have profound ramifications. The rise of DNA testing has further
complicated the issues and raised the stakes.

In Native American DNA, Kim TallBear shows how DNA testing is a
powerful—and problematic—scientific process that is useful in determining
close biological relatives. But tribal membership is a legal category that has
developed in dependence on certain social understandings and historical contexts,
a set of concepts that entangles genetic information in a web of family relations,
reservation histories, tribal rules, and government regulations. At a larger level,
TallBear asserts, the “markers” that are identified and applied to specific groups
such as Native American tribes bear the imprints of the cultural, racial, ethnic,
national, and even tribal misinterpretations of the humans who study them.

TallBear notes that ideas about racial science, which informed white definitions
of tribes in the nineteenth century, are unfortunately being revived in twenty-
first-century laboratories. Because today’s science seems so compelling,
increasing numbers of Native Americans have begun to believe their own
metaphors: “in our blood” is giving way to “in our DNA.” This rhetorical drift,
she argues, has significant consequences, and ultimately she shows how Native
American claims to land, resources, and sovereignty that have taken generations
to ratify may be seriously—and permanently—undermined.
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Who is a Native American? And who gets to decide? From genealogists searching online for their ancestors
to fortune hunters hoping for a slice of casino profits from wealthy tribes, the answers to these seemingly
straightforward questions have profound ramifications. The rise of DNA testing has further complicated the
issues and raised the stakes.

In Native American DNA, Kim TallBear shows how DNA testing is a powerful—and problematic—scientific
process that is useful in determining close biological relatives. But tribal membership is a legal category that
has developed in dependence on certain social understandings and historical contexts, a set of concepts that
entangles genetic information in a web of family relations, reservation histories, tribal rules, and government
regulations. At a larger level, TallBear asserts, the “markers” that are identified and applied to specific
groups such as Native American tribes bear the imprints of the cultural, racial, ethnic, national, and even
tribal misinterpretations of the humans who study them.

TallBear notes that ideas about racial science, which informed white definitions of tribes in the nineteenth
century, are unfortunately being revived in twenty-first-century laboratories. Because today’s science seems
so compelling, increasing numbers of Native Americans have begun to believe their own metaphors: “in our
blood” is giving way to “in our DNA.” This rhetorical drift, she argues, has significant consequences, and
ultimately she shows how Native American claims to land, resources, and sovereignty that have taken
generations to ratify may be seriously—and permanently—undermined.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Native American DNA is a book of far wider scope than its title, establishing the author as a leading
authority on the topic. The politics of tribal DNA is but the starting point of a complex analysis that
encompasses the whole framework in which DNA is appropriated in the study of human populations.
Molecular geneticists, science studies researchers, legal scholars—and of course Native Americans—will
find their horizons considerably broadened and newly engaged."—Troy Duster, New York University

"Native American DNA is a gracefully written, powerfully argued, and urgently needed examination of
indigenous identity and politics after the genomic turn. This is pathbreaking work."—Alondra Nelson,
Columbia University

"Provocative and incisive. . . Native American DNA is undoubtedly a key text."—Medical Anthropology
Quarterly

"TallBear’s description of the science of DNA testing is remarkably clear, and her skepticism about its
claims is well founded."—Journal of American History

"Essential reading for researchers in all fields of Indigenous studies."—American Indian Quarterly

About the Author

Kim TallBear is associate professor of Anthropology at the University of Texas at Austin.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cindy Searcy:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Native American DNA: Tribal Belonging
and the False Promise of Genetic Science is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
as this book serves what you want and want in this era.
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Leslie Heidelberg:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is actually Native American DNA: Tribal Belonging and the False Promise of Genetic
Science.

Freddie Straughter:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Native American DNA: Tribal Belonging
and the False Promise of Genetic Science is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-
book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Scott Schiller:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Native American DNA: Tribal Belonging
and the False Promise of Genetic Science to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read
it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Native American DNA: Tribal Belonging and
the False Promise of Genetic Science can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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