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In the early years of the Republic, America was a land filled with uncharted flora
and fauna, a treasure-trove for every naturalist in the world. One such naturalist
was Charles-Lucien Bonaparte, Prince of Musignano and Canino, nephew of the
Emperor Napoleon. Called the father of American descriptive ornithology,
Charles-Lucien was the author of the monumental American Ornithology: or,
The Natural History of Birds Inhabiting the United States not given by Wilson.

Born in 1803 to Lucien, a younger brother of Napoleon, Charles spent his early
childhood in Rome, where his father, an ardent republican and opponent of the
Empire, had sought papal protection. In 1810, at the height of the Napoleonic
Wars, the family left Italy with the intent of emigrating to the United States;
instead, they were apprehended by the British off Sardinia and taken to England,
where for four years they lived publicly as celebrated captives. Charles was
privately tutored, learning English and concentrating on his favorite subject,
natural history.

With his wife—and first cousin—Zenaide, Charles joined his uncle Joseph in
exile in Bordentown, New Jersey, in 1822. Stroud recreates the lives of these not
quite Americanized Bonapartes in splendid and startling detail. Point Breeze,
Joseph's estate, encompassed 1700 acres dotted with formal French gardens and a
large artificial lake stocked with imported European swans. Here Charles hunted
and studied birds, and encountered such purely American animals as the skunk
and the rattlesnake. It was here, too, that American Ornithology took shape, and
that he first collaborated with the still-unknown John James Audubon.

When Charles left America in 1828, he traveled to Italy and wrote works of
comparative zoology, as well as a magisterial study of the mammals, birds,
amphibians, reptiles, and fish of that country. Throughout the next decades he
was instrumental in setting up scientific congresses in Italy, where scientists the
world over were welcome. Yet he was also involved in the growing republican
movement in Italy, and it was because of this that he was forced to flee the
country and eventually settle in France under the protection of his cousin, the
hated Napoleon III.
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Based extensively on archival sources, including many unpublished letters still in
the possession of the Bonaparte family, The Emperor of Nature is the first
biography ever written of Charles-Lucien Bonaparte. Forced by the
circumstances of his birth to be a perpetual visitor, he nonetheless carved out a
place for himself in the science of the natural world. It is at once a compelling
story of the fate of Europe's imperial family, and an impressive contribution to
the history of nineteenth-century science.
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In the early years of the Republic, America was a land filled with uncharted flora and fauna, a treasure-trove
for every naturalist in the world. One such naturalist was Charles-Lucien Bonaparte, Prince of Musignano
and Canino, nephew of the Emperor Napoleon. Called the father of American descriptive ornithology,
Charles-Lucien was the author of the monumental American Ornithology: or, The Natural History of Birds
Inhabiting the United States not given by Wilson.

Born in 1803 to Lucien, a younger brother of Napoleon, Charles spent his early childhood in Rome, where
his father, an ardent republican and opponent of the Empire, had sought papal protection. In 1810, at the
height of the Napoleonic Wars, the family left Italy with the intent of emigrating to the United States;
instead, they were apprehended by the British off Sardinia and taken to England, where for four years they
lived publicly as celebrated captives. Charles was privately tutored, learning English and concentrating on
his favorite subject, natural history.

With his wife—and first cousin—Zenaide, Charles joined his uncle Joseph in exile in Bordentown, New
Jersey, in 1822. Stroud recreates the lives of these not quite Americanized Bonapartes in splendid and
startling detail. Point Breeze, Joseph's estate, encompassed 1700 acres dotted with formal French gardens
and a large artificial lake stocked with imported European swans. Here Charles hunted and studied birds, and
encountered such purely American animals as the skunk and the rattlesnake. It was here, too, that American
Ornithology took shape, and that he first collaborated with the still-unknown John James Audubon.

When Charles left America in 1828, he traveled to Italy and wrote works of comparative zoology, as well as
a magisterial study of the mammals, birds, amphibians, reptiles, and fish of that country. Throughout the next
decades he was instrumental in setting up scientific congresses in Italy, where scientists the world over were
welcome. Yet he was also involved in the growing republican movement in Italy, and it was because of this
that he was forced to flee the country and eventually settle in France under the protection of his cousin, the
hated Napoleon III.

Based extensively on archival sources, including many unpublished letters still in the possession of the
Bonaparte family, The Emperor of Nature is the first biography ever written of Charles-Lucien Bonaparte.
Forced by the circumstances of his birth to be a perpetual visitor, he nonetheless carved out a place for
himself in the science of the natural world. It is at once a compelling story of the fate of Europe's imperial
family, and an impressive contribution to the history of nineteenth-century science.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
In this extensively researched, detailed, and skillfully written work of natural history and familial squabbles,
Stroud, a scientific scholar and author of Thomas Say, New World Naturalist, presents a historical, political,
and scientific account on the leading ornithologist of the 19th century"who also happened to be Napoleon!s
nephew. In a clear, precise, and witty manner, she conveys the life of Charles-Lucien Bonaparte (1803$57)
from birth to death through his own letters and publications and through the letters and correspondence of his
contemporaries: Agassiz, Audubon, Gould, Huxley, Owen, Say, and many other great naturalists of the 19th
century. A wonderful read, this biography, the first ever of Charles-Lucien, includes a vast bibliography and
over 30 pages of notes. Recommended for all libraries."Michael R. Blake, formerly with Harvard Univ. Lib.
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"Patricia Tyson Stroud deserves the highest commendation for this superb biography. She has dug deeply
into a virtual treasure trove of European and American archival sources. . . . She has unearthed numerous
illustrations of people and places. She details the exceedingly complicated relationships, intrigues, and
political machinations within this royal family. . . . This book will be of interest to all ornithologists with a
historical bent, and to anyone interested in royalty in general or the Bonaparte family in
particular."—Canadian Field-Naturalist

"Extensively researched, detailed, and skillfully written."—Library Journal

"Stroud captures the life of an important, but virtually unknown, contributor to American
ornithology…captures the man's accomplishments, frustrations, and idiosyncrasies clearly and
objectively."—Choice

About the Author
Patricia Tyson Stroud is an independent scholar who lives in Pennsylvania. She is the author of Thomas Say,
New World Naturalist and The Man Who Had Been King: The American Exile of Napoleon's Brother
Joseph, also published by the University of Pennsylvania Press. She is former editor of Frontiers, the annual
publication of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Linda Manuel:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Emperor of Nature: Charles-Lucien
Bonaparte and His World. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Stephen Hawkins:

The reason? Because this The Emperor of Nature: Charles-Lucien Bonaparte and His World is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret the
idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So ,
it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will
give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your
critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-
book store hurriedly.

Scott Smith:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Emperor of Nature: Charles-Lucien Bonaparte and His World the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get previous to. The The Emperor of Nature: Charles-Lucien Bonaparte and His
World giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you
want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Caroline Gonzalez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by
book. Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra The Emperor
of Nature: Charles-Lucien Bonaparte and His World.
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