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While recent studies in neuroscience and psychology have shed light on our
sensory and perceptual experiences of art, they have yet to explain how
contemporary art downplays perceptual responses and, instead, encourages
conceptual thought. 'The Psychology of Contemporary Art' brings together the
most important developments in recent scientific research on visual perception
and cognition and applies the results of empirical experiments to analyses of
contemporary artworks not normally addressed by psychological studies. The
author explains, in simple terms, how neuroaesthetics, embodiment, metaphor,
conceptual blending, situated cognition and extended mind offer fresh
perspectives on specific contemporary artworks - including those of Marina
Abramovi?, Francis Alÿs, Martin Creed, Tracey Emin, Felix Gonzales-Torres,
Marcus Harvey, Mona Hatoum, Thomas Hirschorn, Gabriel Orozco, Marc Quinn
and Cindy Sherman. This book will appeal to psychologists, cognitive scientists,
artists and art historians, as well as those interested in a deeper understanding of
contemporary art.
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While recent studies in neuroscience and psychology have shed light on our sensory and perceptual
experiences of art, they have yet to explain how contemporary art downplays perceptual responses and,
instead, encourages conceptual thought. 'The Psychology of Contemporary Art' brings together the most
important developments in recent scientific research on visual perception and cognition and applies the
results of empirical experiments to analyses of contemporary artworks not normally addressed by
psychological studies. The author explains, in simple terms, how neuroaesthetics, embodiment, metaphor,
conceptual blending, situated cognition and extended mind offer fresh perspectives on specific contemporary
artworks - including those of Marina Abramovi?, Francis Alÿs, Martin Creed, Tracey Emin, Felix Gonzales-
Torres, Marcus Harvey, Mona Hatoum, Thomas Hirschorn, Gabriel Orozco, Marc Quinn and Cindy
Sherman. This book will appeal to psychologists, cognitive scientists, artists and art historians, as well as
those interested in a deeper understanding of contemporary art.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This book is well written and clear in its presentation. The author explores experimental aesthetics,
neuroaesthetics, and cognitive psychology in depth, incisively pointing out problematic issues in each area
related to processes underlying the creation and appreciation of contemporary art. A pleasure to read."
--Gerald Cupchik, University of Toronto Scarborough

'A really ambitious work that provides an impressive review of much recent psychological, and especially
neuropsychological, research as well as many perceptive suggestions on how it can be applied to
contemporary art. Highly sophisticated in its handling of both psychology and art.'
--John Onians, University of East Anglia

About the Author
Gregory Minissale is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Art History at the University of Auckland where
he teaches contemporary art and theory. He is the author of Framing Consciousness in Art (2009) and
Images of Thought (2006).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kevin White:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Psychology of Contemporary Art can be very good book
to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Austin Lawrence:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more
time to be read. The Psychology of Contemporary Art can be your answer because it can be read by you who
have those short time problems.

Wendy Lambert:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
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technique, more simple and reachable. This specific The Psychology of Contemporary Art can give you a lot
of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person
more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve
offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make
you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Psychology of Contemporary Art.

Patrick Bodin:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In this modern era
like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of
the The Psychology of Contemporary Art when you required it?
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