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Preface

This study focuses on Ethiopia's attempt at introducing soil conservation and
afforestation innovations aimed at reversing the process of degradation of its
agricultural resource-base. It considers the tenure ambiguity, uncertainty, and
insecurity stemming from the state ownership of land under which these
innovations were attempted. It tells the story of how rural people responded to
the project-induced adoption of measures to protect the land even though their
holdings remained under a constant threat of reallocation. This story concerns
issues arising from over-population, revolution, agrarian reform, population
relocation, land reallocations, internationally financed projects, and not least,
civil war.

Questions of soil conservation and afforestation, and land tenure are issues of
fundamental importance to the millions of rural families in Ethiopia. In fact, in
the long-run, they may be more may be as important to the people of several
Sahelian and Sub-Saharan African nations that have opted for state ownership of
land. The study deals with the variety of ways in which institutional
arrangements such as property rights regimes directly and indirectly influence the
outcome of attempts at externally inducing innovations, and contribute in
defeating the intentions of planners as well as their new strategies. In this study, I
take exception to a good part of what the soil conservation and afforestation
program in Ethiopia has done; but, in no way do I wish to question the personal
motives of the overwhelming majority of the people that worked for it.

The present work is a cumulative product of my involvement with the study of
the social aspects of environmental degradation and conservation issues spanning
over the past 12 years. In the course of this period, I have been involved in a
number of studies looking at different socio-economic aspects of soil
conservation and afforestation in Ethiopia and, to a small extent, also in Kenya
(see references).
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Preface

This study focuses on Ethiopia's attempt at introducing soil conservation and afforestation innovations aimed
at reversing the process of degradation of its agricultural resource-base. It considers the tenure ambiguity,
uncertainty, and insecurity stemming from the state ownership of land under which these innovations were
attempted. It tells the story of how rural people responded to the project-induced adoption of measures to
protect the land even though their holdings remained under a constant threat of reallocation. This story
concerns issues arising from over-population, revolution, agrarian reform, population relocation, land
reallocations, internationally financed projects, and not least, civil war.

Questions of soil conservation and afforestation, and land tenure are issues of fundamental importance to the
millions of rural families in Ethiopia. In fact, in the long-run, they may be more may be as important to the
people of several Sahelian and Sub-Saharan African nations that have opted for state ownership of land. The
study deals with the variety of ways in which institutional arrangements such as property rights regimes
directly and indirectly influence the outcome of attempts at externally inducing innovations, and contribute
in defeating the intentions of planners as well as their new strategies. In this study, I take exception to a good
part of what the soil conservation and afforestation program in Ethiopia has done; but, in no way do I wish to
question the personal motives of the overwhelming majority of the people that worked for it.

The present work is a cumulative product of my involvement with the study of the social aspects of
environmental degradation and conservation issues spanning over the past 12 years. In the course of this
period, I have been involved in a number of studies looking at different socio-economic aspects of soil
conservation and afforestation in Ethiopia and, to a small extent, also in Kenya (see references).
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
The point of departure of this work is the problem of introducing soil conservation and innovations in
afforestation on a sustainable basis in rural Ethiopia. This book attempts to answer why a major conservation
program introduced and implemented in Ethiopia during the twenty years of the Derg regime failed to induce
the changes in land use and management practices that it sought to bring about, and why it was not sustained
by indigenous farmers.

The search for an explanation of the failure of the program-induced adoption of soil conservation and
innovations in afforestation focuses on four areas: the existence or absence of indigenous conservation-
oriented land use and management, the manner in which the program was implemented, the balance sheet of
its benefits and short-comings, and the property rights conditions under which the program was promoted.
The contribution of this last factor is systematically examined and weighed, separately as well as in
conjunction with other factors.

The study concludes that property rights conditions have contributed most to the failure of the program, first
by directly undermining farmers' motivation and local institutions; and, secondly, by helping create
conditions conducive to the annulment or invalidation of indigenous systems. In addition, property rights
conditions led to the emergence and maintenance of a Derg's style of work. The blockage of access to assets
generated through a program, and resulted in the loss of a sense of ownership among farmers. A unique
contribution of this book is its original perspective for distinguishing between different property rights
regimes.

About the Author
Yeraswork Admassie is an assistant professor in the Department of Sociology and Social Administration of
Addis Ababa University. He received his Ph.D. in sociology from the University of Uppsala. He is currently
serving as president of the Ethiopian Society of Sociologists, Social Workers and Social Anthropologists.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Albert Aucoin:

The book Twenty Years to Nowhere: Property Rights, Land Management and Conservation in Ethiopia can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must
we leave the great thing like a book Twenty Years to Nowhere: Property Rights, Land Management and
Conservation in Ethiopia? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can
give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
Twenty Years to Nowhere: Property Rights, Land Management and Conservation in Ethiopia has simple
shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by
open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.
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Cary Barrett:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Twenty Years to Nowhere: Property Rights, Land
Management and Conservation in Ethiopia can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to
you.

Robert Defazio:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Twenty Years to Nowhere: Property Rights, Land Management and Conservation in
Ethiopia will give you new experience in reading a book.

Denise Swann:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the
list of books in the top collection in your reading list is actually Twenty Years to Nowhere: Property Rights,
Land Management and Conservation in Ethiopia. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides
can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can
get many advantages.
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