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The "natural law" worldview developed over the course of almost two thousand
years beginning with Plato and Aristotle and culminating with St. Thomas
Aquinas in the thirteenth century. This tradition holds that the world is ordered,
intelligible and good, that there are objective moral truths which we can know
and that human beings can achieve true happiness only by following our inborn
nature, which draws us toward our own perfection. Most accounts of the natural
law are based on a God-centered understanding of the world.

After the Natural Law traces this tradition from Plato and Aristotle to Thomas
Aquinas and then describes how and why modern philosophers such as
Descartes, Locke and Hobbes began to chip away at this foundation. The book
argues that natural law is a necessary foundation for our most important moral
and political values – freedom, human rights, equality, responsibility and human
dignity, among others. Without a theory of natural law, these values lose their
coherence: we literally cannot make sense of them given the assumptions of
modern philosophy.

Part I of the book traces the development of natural law theory from Plato and
Aristotle through the crowning achievement of Thomas Aquinas. Part II explores
how modern philosophers have systematically chipped away at the only coherent
foundation for these values. As a result, our most important moral and political
ideals today are incoherent. Modern political and moral thinkers have been led
either to dilute the meaning of such terms as freedom or the moral good – or
abandon these ideas altogether. Thus, modern philosophy and political thought
are leading us either toward anarchy or totalitarianism.

The conclusion, entitled "Why God Matters", shows how even the philosophical
assumptions of the natural law depend on a personal God.
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The "natural law" worldview developed over the course of almost two thousand years beginning with Plato
and Aristotle and culminating with St. Thomas Aquinas in the thirteenth century. This tradition holds that the
world is ordered, intelligible and good, that there are objective moral truths which we can know and that
human beings can achieve true happiness only by following our inborn nature, which draws us toward our
own perfection. Most accounts of the natural law are based on a God-centered understanding of the world.

After the Natural Law traces this tradition from Plato and Aristotle to Thomas Aquinas and then describes
how and why modern philosophers such as Descartes, Locke and Hobbes began to chip away at this
foundation. The book argues that natural law is a necessary foundation for our most important moral and
political values – freedom, human rights, equality, responsibility and human dignity, among others. Without
a theory of natural law, these values lose their coherence: we literally cannot make sense of them given the
assumptions of modern philosophy.

Part I of the book traces the development of natural law theory from Plato and Aristotle through the
crowning achievement of Thomas Aquinas. Part II explores how modern philosophers have systematically
chipped away at the only coherent foundation for these values. As a result, our most important moral and
political ideals today are incoherent. Modern political and moral thinkers have been led either to dilute the
meaning of such terms as freedom or the moral good – or abandon these ideas altogether. Thus, modern
philosophy and political thought are leading us either toward anarchy or totalitarianism.

The conclusion, entitled "Why God Matters", shows how even the philosophical assumptions of the natural
law depend on a personal God.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

John Lawrence Hill is a law professor at Indiana University, Robert H. McKinney School of Law in
Indianapolis, where he teaches constitutional law, torts, civil procedure and legal philosophy courses.
Formerly an atheist, Hill came into communion with the Catholic Church in 2009. He holds a Ph.D. in
philosophy and a law degree both from Georgetown University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lois Huseby:

The book After the Natural Law: How the Classical Worldview Supports Our Modern Moral and Political
Views can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the
good thing like a book After the Natural Law: How the Classical Worldview Supports Our Modern Moral
and Political Views? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can
give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or
info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book After the Natural
Law: How the Classical Worldview Supports Our Modern Moral and Political Views has simple shape
however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up
and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Benjamin Williams:

Typically the book After the Natural Law: How the Classical Worldview Supports Our Modern Moral and
Political Views has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This
kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Robert Maas:

This After the Natural Law: How the Classical Worldview Supports Our Modern Moral and Political Views
is brand-new way for you who has attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger details.
Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in
reading this After the Natural Law: How the Classical Worldview Supports Our Modern Moral and Political
Views can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this book is easy to get simply
by anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
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should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and
knowledge.

Lisa Phelps:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those textbooks have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. Through the book
After the Natural Law: How the Classical Worldview Supports Our Modern Moral and Political Views we
can take more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a
book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life
at this time book After the Natural Law: How the Classical Worldview Supports Our Modern Moral and
Political Views. You can more pleasing than now.
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