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Originally written while the author was a prisoner of the US Army in 194546,
Black Edelweiss is a boon to serious historians and WWII buffs alike. Inaday in
which most memoirs are written at half a century’s distance, the former will be
gratified by the author’ s precise recall facilitated by the chronologically short-
range (a matter of one to seven years) at which the events were captured in
writing. Both will appreciate and enjoy the abundantly detailed, exceptionally
accurate combat episodes.

Even more than the strictly military narrative, however, the author has crafted a
searingly candid view into his own mind and soul. As such, Black Edelweissis
much more than a"ripping yarn" or alow-level military history. Black Edelweiss
joins not only the growing body of German military memoirs, but the more
select, more narrowly-focused group of personal memoirs by other Waffen-SS
enlisted men. Beyond the microcosmic view of combat these books relate—to the
extent that they are honest and candid—such books are important for what they
can reveal about their authors’ motivations and reflections on those impul ses and
their consequences. To date, these works differ significantly.

Asit joinsthe ranks of the booksin this genre, Black Edelweiss makes a unique
and very important contribution. It is atrue, personal account of the author’s war
years, first at school and then with the Waffen-SS, which he joined early in 1943
at the age of seventeen. For ayear and a half, the author fought as a machine
gunner in SS-Mountain Infantry Regiment 11 "Reinhard Heydrich," mainly in
the arctic and sub-arctic reaches of Soviet Karelia and Finland, and later at the
Western frontier of the Third Reich. The charactersin the story arereal, and the
conversations and actions are recounted to the best of his ability from the short
distance at which he wrote the manuscript in 1945-46.

Apart from the piercing insights into the question of why the German soldier
fought as he did, what makes this book truly unique is the author’ s anguished, yet
resol ute examination of the dialectic between the honorable and valorous
comportment of his comrades and the fundamentally reprehensible conduct of
about 35,000 men behind the front lines who neverthel ess wore the same
uniform.

During his captivity, the author was assigned for atime asaclerk toaUS Army
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Judge Advocate General’s Corps officer, and in the performance of his
administrative duties, the author had access to the mounting reams of
documentation of the Holocaust. His growing recognition of the involvement of
Waffen-SS personnel in the monstrous crimes of that process caused him to dig
deeply into his soul, to examine his most intimate and private motivations and
thoughts, and to reeval uate the most basic assumptions of hislife to that point.
The author captured this process and the result in the notes which became this
book.

Honestly, forthrightly, and courageously told, Black Edelweiss is a precious gift
to historians and other students of World War I1. It not only provides a glimpse
into the attributes that made the German armed forces a formidable and tenacious
foe, but squarely confronts the most painful issue facing German World War |1
veterans in general, and Waffen-SSveterans in particular.

Supported by 22 photos, 8 maps, and notes.
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Originally written while the author was a prisoner of the US Army in 1945-46, Black Edelweiss is a boon to
serious historians and WWII buffs alike. In aday in which most memoirs are written at half acentury’s
distance, the former will be gratified by the author’ s precise recall facilitated by the chronologically short-
range (a matter of one to seven years) at which the events were captured in writing. Both will appreciate and
enjoy the abundantly detailed, exceptionally accurate combat episodes.

Even more than the strictly military narrative, however, the author has crafted a searingly candid view into
his own mind and soul. As such, Black Edelweiss is much more than a"ripping yarn" or alow-level military
history. Black Edelweiss joins not only the growing body of German military memoirs, but the more select,
more narrowly-focused group of personal memoirs by other Waffen-SS enlisted men. Beyond the
microcosmic view of combat these books relate—to the extent that they are honest and candid—such books
areimportant for what they can reveal about their authors’ motivations and reflections on those impul ses and
their consequences. To date, these works differ significantly.

Asit joinsthe ranks of the books in this genre, Black Edelweiss makes a unique and very important
contribution. It isatrue, personal account of the author’s war years, first at school and then with the Waffen-
SS which he joined early in 1943 at the age of seventeen. For ayear and a half, the author fought as a
machine gunner in SS-Mountain Infantry Regiment 11 "Reinhard Heydrich," mainly in the arctic and sub-
arctic reaches of Soviet Kareliaand Finland, and later at the Western frontier of the Third Reich. The
charactersin the story are real, and the conversations and actions are recounted to the best of his ability from
the short distance at which he wrote the manuscript in 1945-46.

Apart from the piercing insights into the question of why the German soldier fought as he did, what makes
this book truly unique is the author’ s anguished, yet resolute examination of the dial ectic between the
honorable and valorous comportment of his comrades and the fundamentally reprehensible conduct of about
35,000 men behind the front lines who nevertheless wore the same uniform.

During his captivity, the author was assigned for atime as a clerk to a US Army Judge Advocate General’s
Corps officer, and in the performance of his administrative duties, the author had access to the mounting
reams of documentation of the Holocaust. His growing recognition of the involvement of Waffen-SS
personnel in the monstrous crimes of that process caused him to dig deeply into his soul, to examine his most
intimate and private motivations and thoughts, and to reeval uate the most basic assumptions of hislife to that
point. The author captured this process and the result in the notes which became this book.

Honestly, forthrightly, and courageously told, Black Edelweiss is a precious gift to historians and other
students of World War |1. It not only provides a glimpse into the attributes that made the German armed
forces aformidable and tenacious foe, but squarely confronts the most painful issue facing German World
War Il veterans in general, and Waffen-SSveterans in particular.

Supported by 22 photos, 8 maps, and notes.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A fascinating and unigue contribution to our knowledge of the Waffen-SS...[and] the German armed
forces...Highly recommended.” -- The Journal of Military History, July 2003

"A strong description of ayoung man's burning idealism to serve his country and how thisidealismis later
shattered." -- Swedish State Institute for Living History, August 2005

"Highly recommended...complements Into the Mountains Dark and The Good Soldier." -- Armchair General
Magazine, September 2005

"Highly valuable because of its grass-roots perspective of the war and the Third Reich." -- Svenska
Dagbladet (“ Swedish Daily Newspaper”), 2 June 2004

"[This book possesses] an authenticity lacking in works written—and also adjusted—Iong after the war." --
Gefle Dagblad (" Gefle [ Sweden] Daily Newspaper"), 21 June 2004

About the Author

The author is aloyal member of hisdivision’sveterans group, and his bona fides are impeccable. Before
The Aberjona Press published this book, to the extent possible, his accounts of action, especially against the
US Army, were vetted against primary sourcesin the National Archives, by examination of unit histories,
and by interviews with American veterans who fought against the author’ s unit. Extensive research has been
carried out by LTC Hugh Foster, US Army (Ret.) with hundreds of American survivors of the author’s
regiment’ s savage battle against them at Reipertswiller, Alsace, in January 1945. The author’ s recollections
are completely supported by the available evidence. He has produced that rarest of memoirs, onethat is
untainted by gross hindsight or recast to fit later interpretations.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Malissa Conlin:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for usto learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Black Edelweiss: A Memoir of Combat and Conscience by a Soldier of the
Waeffen-SS.

Conrad Degregorio:

The book Black Edelweiss: A Memoir of Combat and Conscience by a Soldier of the Waffen-SS make one
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feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking
at abook Black Edelweiss: A Memoir of Combat and Conscience by a Soldier of the Waffen-SS to become
your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about
some or al subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a book Black Edelweiss:
A Memoir of Combat and Conscience by a Soldier of the Waffen-SS. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Amy Musller:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Black
Edelweiss: A Memoir of Combat and Conscience by a Soldier of the Waffen-SS suitable to you? The actual
book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled Black Edelweiss: A Memoir of
Combat and Conscience by a Soldier of the Waffen-SSis the main of severa books that everyone read now.
This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the
new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so
all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you alots of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Eva Sexton:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can haveitin
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Black Edelweiss; A Memoir of Combat and
Conscience by a Soldier of the Waffen-SS can give you alot of buddies because by you looking at this one
book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be
one of astep for you to get success. Thisreserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have
Black Edelweiss: A Memoir of Combat and Conscience by a Soldier of the Waffen-SS.
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