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Death and the Dervish is an acclaimed novel by Bosnian writer Mesa Selimovic.
It recounts the story of Sheikh Nuruddin, a dervish residing
in an Islamic monastery in Sarajevo in the eighteenth century during the Ottoman
Turk hegemony over the Balkans. When his brother is arrested, he must descend
into the Kafkaesque world of the Turkish authorities in his search to discover
what happened to him. He narrates his story in the form of an elaborate suicide
note, regularly misquoting the Koran. In time, he begins to question his relations
with society as a whole and, eventually, his life choices in general. Hugely
successful when published in the 1960s, Death and the Dervish is an
enduring classic from twentieth-century Yugoslavia. 
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Lauded by the publisher for its contribution to understanding "the current crisis" in the former Yugoslavia,
this tale of moral failure takes place at some undefined point during the Ottoman occupation of Muslim
Bosnia. It was a bestseller when published in Yugoslavia in 1966, but it seems probable that its popularity
lay more in its portrayal of a Yugoslavia oppressed than in any intrinsic artistry. Ahmed, the dervish of the
title, has lived in religious seclusion for most of his life; his searching, self-centered and at times deranged
internal dialogue constitutes most of this lengthy narrative. Selimovic (The Island; The Fortress) portrays a
man hopelessly out of touch with himself and others, viciously in need of being right, secretly coveting
power for himself. Groveling before authority, he knowingly betrays innocent people, yet rationalizes
everything with perverted interpretations of the Koran. His brother's death, towards the beginning of the
novel, and the near-destruction of the community's purest and most generous soul, by the end, enclose a
tortuous psychological exposition of the perils of delusion and the ease with which fear destroys the most
unyielding moral good. It is a probing portrait containing some valuable insights, yet with a character as
insipid as Ahmed, it is hard to really care.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Sheikh Ahmed Nuruddin is a dervish (an Islamic ascetic) and spiritual leader of a community during the
Turkish occupation of Bosnia. Having spent most of his adult years deliberately avoiding the turmoil of
everyday life, he finds himself sucked into its vortex by the arrest of his brother. His reluctant investigation
into the matter brings him face to face with his own moral cowardice and causes a devastating crisis of faith
that calls into question the value of his entire life. Originally published in Yugoslavia in the 1960s, and
subsequently translated into several languages, this late author's chef-d'oeuvre is highly recommended both
for Eastern European collections as well as any collection of serious fiction.?Sister M. Anna Falbo, Villa
Maria Coll. Lib., Buffalo, N.Y.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
Death And The Dervish ($39.95; paper $15.95; Aug. 1996; 480 pp.; 0-8101-1296-5; paper 0-8101-1297-3):
A famous novel, originally published in 1966 in Yugoslavia, by an eminent Bosnian author who died (in
1982) before completing the trilogy it was intended to initiate. It's the strange, legendlike story, set in an
indeterminate past that appears to be the 18th century, of a Muslim sheikh (or dervish) whose brother is
arrested and presumably executed by occupying Turkish rulers. Sheikh Ahmed Nurudin thereafter dedicates
his life to destroying the ``government'' that took his brother from him--and in so doing sets in motion a
maelstrom of deception and revenge that causes him to betray his closest friend and, ultimately, ruins his
own life. A slow, digressive, tortuous novel that generates enormous power--worthy of comparison with
Selimovi's great countryman and forerunner Ivo Andric. It's by no means a perfect work of art, but there is
greatness in it. -- Copyright ©1996, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Ellen Garcia:

The book Death and the Dervish (Writings from an Unbound Europe) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a
book Death and the Dervish (Writings from an Unbound Europe)? A few of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other;
you may share all of these. Book Death and the Dervish (Writings from an Unbound Europe) has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world
by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Angela Dickens:

This Death and the Dervish (Writings from an Unbound Europe) book is not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get.
This particular Death and the Dervish (Writings from an Unbound Europe) without we know teach the one
who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry Death and the Dervish
(Writings from an Unbound Europe) can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves'
turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Death and the Dervish
(Writings from an Unbound Europe) having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not
truly feel uninterested in reading.

Travis Freeman:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind
of publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly
feel happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Death and the
Dervish (Writings from an Unbound Europe) is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Brandon Inouye:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Death and the
Dervish (Writings from an Unbound Europe) suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this
era. The particular book untitled Death and the Dervish (Writings from an Unbound Europe)is the one of
several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you
read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan
in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give
you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with
this book.
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