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In this important new text, Paul Sullivan introduces readers to a qualitative
methodology rooted in the analysis of dialogue and subjectivity: the dialogical
approach. Sullivan unpacks the theory behind a dialogical approach to qualitative
research, and relates issues of philosophy and methodology to the practical
process of actually doing qualitative research.

Sullivan's book foregrounds the role of atmosphere, subjectivity and authorial
reflection within texts. His work also enables the researcher to attend to the
conflicts, judgments and interpretive activities that take place in language use.
Practically speaking, the dialogical approach enables analysis of direct and
indirect discourse, speech genres, hesitations, irony and a variety of other
conditions that shape our understanding of dialogue in context.

As well as exploring the theory behind this innovative method, Sullivan provides
sound practical advice that recognises the everyday analytic needs of the reader.

Topics include:

• The theoretical foundations of the approach
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• The role of subjectivity in qualitative research

• Data preparation and analysis

• The future of the approach

Theoretical discussion is consistently accompanied by research examples and
suggestions as to how the dialogical approach could be used in the reader's own
research. This important and timely book is ideal for any reader who wants to do
research with dialogue and who is keen to attend to the full nuances and
complexities of discourse.
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• Data preparation and analysis

• The future of the approach

Theoretical discussion is consistently accompanied by research examples and suggestions as to how the
dialogical approach could be used in the reader's own research. This important and timely book is ideal for
any reader who wants to do research with dialogue and who is keen to attend to the full nuances and
complexities of discourse.
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Editorial Review

Review
Dr Sullivan provides an accessible and pragmatic, yet sophisticated, introduction to dialogical analysis. This
book will be of great interest to students and researchers looking to expand their skills in qualitative analysis
and offers many novel and creative ideas for approaching qualitative data
Dr Anna Madill
Reader in Qualitative Inquiry, University of Leeds

Sullivan delivers a compelling set of arguments in favour of the use of a dialogical approach in qualitative
data collection and analysis. His work is well-argued and supported by the use of relevant literature and
examples of the approach in practice through reference to case studies. Sullivan achieves his aim of making
the book as accessible and user-friendly as possible through: the provision of a detailed contents section;
clearly communicated chapters using little jargon; reference to examples of how to apply the approach in
practice; tables summarising key information and, links to further recommended reading. Despite the
complex nature of the dialogical approach the above format suggests that there is potential for successfully
using the approach. This would apply to practitioners, academics and students from a range of disciplinary
backgrounds engaged in differing forms of qualitative research. Based on this I would recommend Sullivan’s
text as an introduction to a challenging yet accessible, innovative and rewarding way of undertaking and
analysing future qualitative research studies
Emma Smith
Methodspace Book Reviews Group

The book can easily be read because the author employs terms carefully, using a simple and clear language.
He avoids too technical terms and uses a simplified style to guarantee that readers understand its objectives.
Sullivan's style is illustrative and uses examples all along the book about dialogical logic through diverse
disciplines...To sum up; Sullivan offers an important material for qualitative methods' users...His work is a
rich source of illustrations, figures, tables, examples and further readings, fulfilled by a rich, consistent and
updated bibliography.
Nadia IDRI
Methodspace Book Reviews Group

I enjoyed this book very much. It is well written and is suitable for lecturers, researchers and students who
wish to know more not just about the Bakhtinian dialogical approach but also other more mainstream and
favoured qualitative research methodologies. It is highly readable and being written by the same author,
rather than being a series of edited chapters by disparate writers, means that the chapters link well together...
Sullivan uses copious examples from his own research and brings us from the very beginning, the planning
stage, right through to the writing up stage of a number of his and other researchers' work. At all times it is
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written in a clear accessible, and at times humorous, manner... This is a good book on an important area
which will contribute to the increasing presence of qualitative research in academic departments throughout
the world.
Joe MacDonagh
Qualitative Methods in Psychology

About the Author
Dr Paul Sullivan lectures psychology at the University of Bradford. His research is concerned with the
significance of dialogue in understanding interpersonal as well as intrapersonal relationships and its
applications for doing qualitative psychology. He is the 2009 winner of the Qualitative Methods in
Psychology Section Prize for: 'Outstanding Early Career Scholar'.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephen Hancock:

The ability that you get from Qualitative Data Analysis Using a Dialogical Approach is a more deep you
rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to recognise but Qualitative Data Analysis Using a Dialogical Approach giving you joy
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through
anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific Qualitative Data Analysis Using a
Dialogical Approach instantly.

Delores Saenz:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Qualitative Data Analysis Using a Dialogical Approach your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get previous to. The Qualitative Data Analysis Using a Dialogical Approach giving you
one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful information for your better
life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased
when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending
spare time activity?

Roy Rogers:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Qualitative Data Analysis Using a
Dialogical Approach publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism
Qualitative Data Analysis Using a Dialogical Approach as good book not only by the cover but also by the
content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing one
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more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have
to listening to one more sixth sense.

Rachel Cady:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book Qualitative Data Analysis Using a Dialogical Approach was filled with regards to
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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