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Resources for agricultural science are scarce across the world. Yet even as
resources are shrinking, agricultural science has expanded its inquiry into many
new areas - such as environmental preservation, food quality, and rural
development - without forsaking its more traditional concerns. In a time of tight
government budgets, research administrators are faced with the need to provide
strong evidence that costs are justified by benefits. Science under Scarcity is an
invaluable guide to the theory and methods necessary for evaluating research in
agriculture and for setting priorities for resource allocation. Although economists
have made significant progress in developing more sophisticated methods for
research evaluation and priority setting, many research analysts and
administrators do not have a working knowledge of those practices. Without the
assistance of formal economic analysis it is particularly difficult to assess the
social value of new technologies or to make informed judgements about the
trade-offs that are involved in allocation decisions. Addressing that knowledge
gap, this book reviews, synthesizes, and extends such methods as economic
surplus analysis, econometric techniques, mathematical programming
procedures, and scoring models. It discusses these practices in the context of
scientific policy, describes their conceptual foundations, and explains how to do
them.

Originally published in 1995 in hardcover by Cornell University Press, it is now
reissued in paperback by CAB INTERNATIONAL.
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Resources for agricultural science are scarce across the world. Yet even as resources are shrinking,
agricultural science has expanded its inquiry into many new areas - such as environmental preservation, food
quality, and rural development - without forsaking its more traditional concerns. In a time of tight
government budgets, research administrators are faced with the need to provide strong evidence that costs
are justified by benefits. Science under Scarcity is an invaluable guide to the theory and methods necessary
for evaluating research in agriculture and for setting priorities for resource allocation. Although economists
have made significant progress in developing more sophisticated methods for research evaluation and
priority setting, many research analysts and administrators do not have a working knowledge of those
practices. Without the assistance of formal economic analysis it is particularly difficult to assess the social
value of new technologies or to make informed judgements about the trade-offs that are involved in
allocation decisions. Addressing that knowledge gap, this book reviews, synthesizes, and extends such
methods as economic surplus analysis, econometric techniques, mathematical programming procedures, and
scoring models. It discusses these practices in the context of scientific policy, describes their conceptual
foundations, and explains how to do them.

Originally published in 1995 in hardcover by Cornell University Press, it is now reissued in paperback by
CAB INTERNATIONAL.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Not scarcity of food, but of funding for research has inspired Alston (agricultural and resource economics,
U. of California-Davis), George W. Norton (agricultural and applied economics, Virginia Polytechnic
Institute and State U.) and Philip G. Pardey (applied economics, U. of Minnesota) to explain to research
analysts and administrators some economic methods for evaluating and prioritizing research. They apply to
agricultural research such tools as economic surplus analysis, economic techniques, mathematical
programming procedures, and scoring models."--SciTech Book News

"Not scarcity of food, but of funding for research has inspired Alston (agricultural and resource economics,
U. of California-Davis), George W. Norton (agricultural and applied economics, Virginia Polytechnic
Institute and State U.) and Philip G. Pardey (applied economics, U. of Minnesota) to explain to research
analysts and administrators some economic methods for evaluating and prioritizing research. They apply to
agricultural research such tools as economic surplus analysis, economic techniques, mathematical
programming procedures, and scoring models." --SciTech Book News

About the Author
Julian M. Alston, Professor, Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics, University of California,
Davis. George W. Norton, Professor of Agricultural and Applied Economics, Virginia Polytechnic Institute
and State University. Philip G. Pardey, Research Fellow, International Food Policy Research Institute, and
Associate Professor, Department of Applied Economics, University of Minnesota.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gail Brasfield:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Science Under Scarcity: Principles and Practice for Agricultural Research and
Priority Setting (Cabi).

Phyllis Force:

With other case, little folks like to read book Science Under Scarcity: Principles and Practice for Agricultural
Research and Priority Setting (Cabi). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that
we know about how is important any book Science Under Scarcity: Principles and Practice for Agricultural
Research and Priority Setting (Cabi). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a
book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country until
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foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that.
In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it
when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Fred Prentice:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled
Science Under Scarcity: Principles and Practice for Agricultural Research and Priority Setting (Cabi) your
brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but
surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one contact
form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The Science Under Scarcity:
Principles and Practice for Agricultural Research and Priority Setting (Cabi) giving you one more experience
more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So
now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Marie Miles:

You can obtain this Science Under Scarcity: Principles and Practice for Agricultural Research and Priority
Setting (Cabi) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve
problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or
printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just
looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to
get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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