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In 1882, after six years of foreign travel and adventure, renowned diplomat and
detective Erast Fandorin returns to Moscow in the heart of Mother Russia. His
Moscow homecoming is anything but peaceful. In the hotel where he and his
loyd if impertinent manservant Masa are staying, Fandorin’s old war-hero friend
Genera Michel Sobolev (*Achilles’ to the crowd) has been found dead, felled in
his armchair by an apparent heart attack. But Fandorin suspects an unnatural
cause. His suspicions lead him to the boudoir of the beautiful singer—* not exactly
a courtesan”—known as Wanda. Apparently, in Wanda s bed, the general secretly
breathed hislast. . . .
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In 1882, after six years of foreign travel and adventure, renowned diplomat and detective Erast Fandorin
returns to Moscow in the heart of Mother Russia. His Moscow homecoming is anything but peaceful. In the
hotel where he and hisloyal if impertinent manservant Masa are staying, Fandorin’s old war-hero friend
General Michel Sobolev (“Achilles’ to the crowd) has been found dead, felled in his armchair by an apparent
heart attack. But Fandorin suspects an unnatural cause. His suspicions lead him to the boudoir of the
beautiful singer—* not exactly a courtesan”—known as Wanda. Apparently, in Wanda's bed, the general
secretly breathed hislast. . . .
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Set in 1882, Russian author Akunin's fourth novel to feature Erast Petrovich Fandorin (after 2005's The
Turkish Gambit) consists of two parts that read like different books. In part one, the 26-year-old special agent
comes to Moscow to investigate the sudden demise of national hero Gen. Mikhail Sobolev, who diesin the
bed of an aluring courtesan. Fandorin learns of Sobolev's plan for a coup and of amissing suitcase full of a
million rublesto fund it. The trail of the missing suitcase |eads to the dangerous K hitrovka slums and then to
Pyotr Khurtinsky, the scheming head of the secret section of the governor-general's chancellery. One step
ahead of Fandorin is the mysterious Klonov, an assassin who may have once tried to kill our hero. As
Fandorin closesin on Klonov, the narrative jumpsto aretelling of the assassin's life. This shift brings a
welcome change of storytelling, from the often stiff, theatrical language of the first section to a more natural,
unembellished style. An exciting resolution only partly offsets thisincongruity. (Apr.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Russian mystery buffs revere Akunin (the pen name for Russian-born essayist and critic Grigory
Chkhartishvili), who renders smart, stylistic thrillers set in the late nineteenth century. In the author's fourth
novel to be published in the U.S. (after 2005's The Turkish Gambit), -Sherlock Holmes-like special agent
Erast Petrovich Fandorin investigates the sudden demise of his old war-hero friend, General Mikhail
Sobolev, who died of an apparent heart attack in the arms of a German nightclub singer. Details soon surface
about Sobolev's plans for a coup and a missing suitcase containing the rubles to finance it. Fandorin's pursuit
of the loot leads to the slums of Khitrovka and the criminally minded head of the governor-general's secret
chancellery. The hunter soon becomes the hunted, as Fandorin is tailed by Klonov, an enigmatic assassin.
Although some readers may be rattled by the novel's abrupt shift in point of view (from Fandorin's formal
styleto amore lyrical retelling of the hired-gun'slife), Akunin's high-energy ending makes up for the
narrative glitch. Allison Block

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“[Akunin’s] novels feature a Slavic Sherlock Holmes who speaks Japanese and English, is skilled at martial
arts and has ladykiller good looks. . . . Millions of readers have been seduced.”

—The Wall Street Journal

“[Akunin] writes gloriously pre-Soviet prose, sophisticated and suffused in Slavic melancholy and
thoroughly worthy of nineteenth-century forebears like Gogol and Chekhov.”
—Time

“Critics on both sides of the Atlantic have praised [Akunin’s] clever plots, vivid characters and wit as sharp
as the sword hidden in Fandorin’s walking stick.”
—Baltimore Sun

“Akunin’s wonderful novels are always intricately webbed and plotted.”
—The Providence Journal
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kristy Taylor:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y es, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
awalk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book titled The Death of
Achilles: A Novel (Erast Fandorin)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. Y ou recognize beside you can
spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or
you have various other opinion?

Kina Chatman:

Now aday folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How alot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading abook. Looking at a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Death of Achilles: A Novel
(Erast Fandorin) book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the detailsin this
book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Lydia Baum:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be
option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that
you should read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Death of Achilles: A
Novel (Erast Fandorin) can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Raymond Floyd:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with friendsis thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you areride
on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Death of Achilles: A Novel (Erast Fandorin), you
may enjoy both. It isvery good combination right, you still need to missit? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh
occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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