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A retrospective article on Leslie Fiedler in the New York Times Book Review in
1965 referred to Love and Death in the American Novel as “one of the great,
essential books on the American imagination . . . an accepted major work.” This
groundbreaking work views in depth both American literature and character from
the time of the American Revolution to the present. From it, there emerges
Fiedler’s once scandalous?now increasingly accepted?judgment that our
literature is incapable of dealing with adult sexuality and is pathologically
obsessed with death.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Prof. Fiedler's entertaining account of the American Novel's obsessions remains one of the key works of
American studies more then 30 years after its first appearance. New afterword by the author.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
“Prof. Fiedler's entertaining account of the American novel's obsessions remains one of the key works of
American studies more then 30 years after its first appearance.” (Publishers Weekly)

“Genuinely original . . . a work of lasting importance . . . a powerful indictment of our culture and of modern
culture in general.” (Richard Chase)

“I know few works of criticism that are so likely to involve the reader whose interest in literature is not of a
professional kind . . . it amounts to a general cultural history of the nation.” (Lionel Trilling)

“In its insights the book remains immensely intelligent, immediate, and vital.” (David Plante - Bookforum)

“It is not possible to read Leslie Fiedler's criticism without a sense of awe and excitement.” (Los Angeles
Times)

About the Author
Leslie Fiedler is Samuel Clemens Professor and SUNY Distinguished Professor at SUNY Buffalo. One of
the greatest living literary critics, his works include LOVE AND DEATH IN THE AMERICAN NOVEL
(1960), AN END TO INNOCENCE (1955); NUDE CROQUET (1969), and FREAKS (1978).

Leslie Fiedler is Samuel Clemens Professor and SUNY Distinguished Professor at SUNY Buffalo. One of
the greatest living literary critics, his works include LOVE AND DEATH IN THE AMERICAN NOVEL
(1960), AN END TO INNOCENCE (1955); NUDE CROQUET (1969), and FREAKS (1978).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Russell Belcher:

The book Love and Death in the American Novel gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.
You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book Love and Death in the
American Novel being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase
your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a
book Love and Death in the American Novel. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?
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Stephen Hill:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Love and Death in the
American Novel book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in
this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Joni Harris:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Love and Death in the American Novel can be great book to read. May be
it is usually best activity to you.

Jamie Wallace:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Love and Death in the American Novel your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single
word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get
just before. The Love and Death in the American Novel giving you another experience more than blown
away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show
you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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