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Editorial Review

Review
Praise for Brotherband 4: Slaves of Socorro:

"A sweeping novel of adventure, written with wit and a sure sense of storytelling." —Booklist

About the Author

John Flanagan grew up in Sydney, Australia, hoping to be awriter. John began writing The Ruins of
Gorlan, thefirst in the mega-selling Ranger’ s Apprentice series, for his son, Michael, and is still hard at work
on the series and its spinoff, Brotherband Chronicles. He currently livesin the suburb of Manly, Australia,
with hiswife. In addition to their son, they have two grown daughters and four grandsons.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Chapter One

| think we should reset the mast about a meter farther aft,” Hal said.

He peered down into the stripped-out hull of the wolfship, rubbing his chin. Wolftail’ s innards were bare to
the world. Her oars, mast, yard, sails, shrouds, stays, halyards, rowing benches, floorboards and ballast
stones had been removed, leaving just the bare hull. She rested on her keel, high and dry on the grass beside
Anders's shipyard, supported by timber props that kept her level.

A plank gantry ran along either side of the denuded hull, at the height of her gunwales. Hal knelt on the
starboard-side gantry, accompanied by Anders, the shipwright, and Bjarni Bentfinger, Wolftail’s skirl and
owner. Hal and Anders wore thoughtful, reflective expressions. Bjarni’ s was more anxious. No ship’s
captain likes to see the bones of his craft laid bare for the world to view. Bjarni was beginning to wonder
whether this had been such a good idea. It wasn’t too late, he thought. He could always pay Andersfor his
work so far and ask him to return Wolftail to her former state.

Then he thought of the extra speed and maneuverability the new sail plan would give his ship. He shrugged
and looked anxiously at Hal. The young skirl wasso . . . young, he thought. And here Bjarni was, entrusting
his precious Wolftail to Hal’s hands for a major refit. Of course, Anders was a highly experienced ship-
builder. He ought to know what he was doing. And Bjarni had seen proof of the effectiveness of the fore-
and-aft-sail plan that Hal had designed for his own ship, the Heron.

Bjarni took a deep breath, closed his eyes and bit back the request that was trembling on his lips. Between
them, these two knew what was best, he thought.

“The mast goes where the mast support is,” Anders said doubtfully. “How do you plan to move that?’

The mast support was a squared piece of timber, a meter long, that stood vertically at right angles to the keel.
It was used to hold the mast firmly in place, and was an integral, immovable part of the keel itself. When the
original shipbuilders had shaped atree to form the keel for Wolftail, they had trimmed off all the projecting
branches, save one. They left that one in place, shortening it and trimming it so that it formed a square
section that projected up to support the mast. Its innate strength came from the fact that it hadn’t been
fastened in place. It had grown there.

Hal shrugged. “It's not a problem.” He climbed down into the hull and knelt beside the keel, indicating the
existing support. “We leave thisin place, so that the strength is retained, and we shape a meter-long piece to
match it, and attach it behind the existing support.”

Anders chewed hislip. “Yes. | suppose that’d work.”
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“But why set the mast farther astern?’ Bjarni asked.

“The new fore and aft yards will reach right to the bow,” Hal explained, “and that will put more downward
pressure on the bow when you' re under sail. Thisway, we'll compensate for that pressure.” He indicated
with his hand, describing an angle behind the mast support. “We could even slope the edge of the new piece
back alittle toward the stern. That'd let us rake the mast back and give us even better purchase.”

“Hmmm,” said Anders.

The worried look was back on Bjarni’s face. He hadn’t understood the technical details Hal had spouted so
confidently. But he understood “hmmm.” “Hmmm” meant Anders wasn’t convinced.

“Never mind raking it back,” Bjarni said quickly. “I want my mast to stand square. Masts are supposed to
stand square. That's what masts do. They stand . . . square. Always have.”

After all, he thought, a raked mast would be alittle too exotic.

Hal grinned at him. He' d overseen the conversion of four square-rigged wolfships to the Heron sail planin
the past months. He was used to the older skirls' conservative views.

“Whatever you say,” he replied agreeably. He stood and clambered up the sloping inside of the hull toward
the gantry. Anders reached down a hand to help him.

“Now, have you made up your mind about the fin keel?” Hal asked. He knew what the answer was going to
be, even before Bjarni’ s head began to shake from side to side.

“I don’t want you cutting any holes in the bottom of my ship,” he said. “ She might sink.”

Hal smiled reassuringly at him. “1 did the same to the Heron,” he pointed out. “ And she hasn't sunk so far.”
Bjarni continued his head-shaking. “ That’s as may be,” he said. “But | don’'t see any good coming from
cutting a hole in the bottom of a ship. It goes against nature.” He noticed Hal’ s tolerant smile and frowned.
He didn’t enjoy being patronized by a boy, even if he suspected that the boy might be right.

“l don't carethat you did it in your ship,” he said. “It might just be luck that she hasn’'t sunk . . .” He paused,
and added in a meaningful tone, “So far.”

Hal shrugged. He hadn’t expected Bjarni to agree to afin keel. None of the wolfship skirls had done so thus
far.

“Suit yourself,” he said. He turned to Anders. “ So, can you get your men started on an extension for the mast
support? | can send you over adesign sketch if you'd like.”

Anders nodded slowly. Anders did most things slowly. He was a deliberate man who didn’t leap to decisions
without pondering them. That was one of the things that made him an excellent shipbuilder.

“No need for a sketch,” he said. “I can work out how to manageit.”

Hal nodded. Anders was right, of course. The design work involved would be a simple matter for an
experienced craftsman. He had really only offered out of politeness.

“Well then . . .,” he began. But he was interrupted by a booming voice.

“Hullo the ship!” They all turned to see Erak, the Oberjarl of Skandia, on the path that led from the town.
Anders's shipyard was set outside Hallasholm, so the constant noise of hammering and sawing—and the
attendant curses as fingers were mashed by incautiously wielded mallets—wouldn’t disturb the townfolk.
“What's he doing here?’ Bjarni said idly.

Anders sniffed, and wiped his nose with the back of his hand. “He' s on his morning constitutional,” he said.
Noticing Bjarni’s puzzled glance, he added, “His walk. He walks a ong here most days. Says the exercise
keeps him slim.” A ghost of a smile touched the corners of his mouth as he said the last few words.

Hal raised an eyebrow. “How can it keep him something he's never been?’

Erak was an immense bear of a man. Slim was not aword that sprang readily to mind when describing him.
The Oberjarl was striding across the grass toward them now, flanked by Svengal, his constant companion
and former first mate.

“What' sthat he'sgot?’ Bjarni asked. Erak was wielding along, polished wood staff in hisright hand, using
it to mark his strides. The staff was about a meter and a half tall, shod with a silver ferrule at the bottom and
adorned with asmall silver knob at the top. At every third or fourth pace, he would twirl it between his
powerful fingers, setting the sunlight flashing off the silver fittings.
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“It's his new walking staff,” Anders explained. “ There was a delegation in from Gallica two weeks ago and
they presented it to him.”

“But what does it do?’ Hal asked. In his eyes, everything should have a practical use.

Anders shrugged. “He says it makes him look sophisticated,” he replied.

Hal’ s eyebrows went up in surprise. Like slim, sophisticated was not aword that sprang readily to mind
when thinking about the Oberjarl.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Brian Roberts:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Slaves of Socorro
(Brotherband Chronicles Book 4) suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known writer in
this era. The actual book untitled Slaves of Socorro (Brotherband Chronicles Book 4)is asingle of several
books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world.
When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
reserve. This book will give you alarge amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Earline Shepler:

Isit you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just resting on
the bed? Do you need something new? This Slaves of Socorro (Brotherband Chronicles Book 4) can be the
answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your time by
reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Gertrude Knudsen:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Slaves of Socorro (Brotherband Chronicles
Book 4) or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you
feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those
guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other book
likes Slaves of Socorro (Brotherband Chronicles Book 4) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many
types of book like this.

Don Morris:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
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media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
Y ou can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just looking for the Slaves of Socorro (Brotherband Chronicles Book 4) when you required it?
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