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This book represents the first attempt to analyze historical and cultural
developments in late medieval and early modern southeastern Europe as a set of
mutually intertwined regional histories, burdened by the strong dichotomy
between the almighty center—Constantinople—and the periphery that is rarely
visible in both contemporary sources and modern scholarship. This mosaic of
original studies is devoted to various regions of the Byzantine Balkans and their
historical, artistic, and ideological idiosyncrasies, mirroring the complex
character and composite and fragmented structure of this vast region. The focal
points of the book are the two captures of Constantinople in 1204 and 1453, and
the contributors analyze the significance of these catastrophic events on the
political destiny of medieval Balkan societies, the mechanisms of adapting to the
new political order, and the ever-present interconnectedness of a lower, regional
elite across southeastern Europe that had remained strong even after the Ottoman
conquest.
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This book represents the first attempt to analyze historical and cultural developments in late medieval and
early modern southeastern Europe as a set of mutually intertwined regional histories, burdened by the strong
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contemporary sources and modern scholarship. This mosaic of original studies is devoted to various regions
of the Byzantine Balkans and their historical, artistic, and ideological idiosyncrasies, mirroring the complex
character and composite and fragmented structure of this vast region. The focal points of the book are the
two captures of Constantinople in 1204 and 1453, and the contributors analyze the significance of these
catastrophic events on the political destiny of medieval Balkan societies, the mechanisms of adapting to the
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Editorial Review

Review
This volume, composed of contributions by an international team of established scholars as well as rising
figures in Southeast European historical studies, demonstrates the value of abandoning a center-periphery
view of the Byzantine world in favor of a regional investigation of southeastern Europe across the traumatic
divide that was the Latin conquest of Constantinople. (Patrick J. Geary, Institute for Advanced Study)

These essays chart the ebb and flow of the gravitational pull that Byzantium exerted on the Balkans between
the two conquests of Constantinople. They reveal the complex world that had always existed beneath the
empire’s centralizing aspirations, a multipolar and eventually post-Byzantine world. This timely collection
explores the political, religious, artistic, and social history of the fascinating microcosms that emerged in the
interval between empires. Written by both new and established scholars from the regions in question, this
richly documented book makes the latest developments in Balkan research available to the English-speaking
world and offers new interpretations of texts, events, and controversies.  (Anthony Kaldellis, Ohio State
University)

This is a new and dynamic approach to the relationship between Byzantium and its Balkan neighbors.
Instead of seeing the history of these medieval Orthodox Slavic states as only explainable through their
relation to the Byzantine imperial center, the contributions in this book place emphasis on their own agency
in the political and cultural sphere. The plurality of the questions raised in this volume will undoubtedly
contribute to new readings of this turbulent period in the history of Southeastern Europe between the
fragmentation of political space as a result of the Fourth Crusade in 1204 and the reinstatement of a powerful
centralized state under the Ottomans by 1500. This book examines an astonishing variety of materials from
frescoes to liturgical manuscripts and from land ownership to heraldry. Most is little known and will
therefore be very useful to scholars who work on questions of center and periphery in the pre-modern world.
This is a new approach that emphasizes the emergence of regionalism in the area, of multiple, interconnected
centers whose trajectories are independent and often unpredictable despite not being entirely free of the
hegemonic Byzantine discourse.  (Dionysios Stathakopoulos, King's College London)

About the Author
Vlada Stankovi? is professor of Byzantine studies and director of the Center for Cypriot Studies at the
University of Belgrade.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Crow:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is you don't
know what one you should start with. This The Balkans and the Byzantine World before and after the
Captures of Constantinople, 1204 and 1453 (Byzantium: A European Empire and Its Legacy) is our
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recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Yvonne Speight:

Typically the book The Balkans and the Byzantine World before and after the Captures of Constantinople,
1204 and 1453 (Byzantium: A European Empire and Its Legacy) will bring that you the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new
book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Balkans and the Byzantine World before and
after the Captures of Constantinople, 1204 and 1453 (Byzantium: A European Empire and Its Legacy) is
much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker
to read the book.

Anthony Lucas:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but also novel and The Balkans and the Byzantine World before and
after the Captures of Constantinople, 1204 and 1453 (Byzantium: A European Empire and Its Legacy) as
well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel
want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve,
any other book likes The Balkans and the Byzantine World before and after the Captures of Constantinople,
1204 and 1453 (Byzantium: A European Empire and Its Legacy) to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like here.

Mark Malek:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as
of book The Balkans and the Byzantine World before and after the Captures of Constantinople, 1204 and
1453 (Byzantium: A European Empire and Its Legacy). Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the
printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that,
you must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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