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William Edward Burghardt Du Bois was an African American civil rights
activist, leader, Pan-Africanist, sociologist, educator, historian, writer, editor,
poet, and scholar. The importance of his work to the success of the Civil Rights
movement cannot be overestimated. "In the course of his long, turbulent career,
W. E. B. Du Bois attempted virtually every possible solution to the problem of
twentieth-century racism-- scholarship, propaganda, integration, national self-
determination, human rights, cultural and economic separatism, politics,
international communism, expatriation, third world solidarity." -David Levering
Lewis The Souls of Black Folk propelled Du Bois to the forefront of the Civil
Rights movement when it was first published. This hard hitting masterpiece is
part essays, part memoir, and part fiction. More than any other book it brought
home just how racist and unjust America could be, and demanded that African
Americans be granted access to education and equality.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
William Edward Burghardt Du Bois (1868-1963) is the greatest of African American intellectuals--a
sociologist, historian, novelist, and activist whose astounding career spanned the nation's history from
Reconstruction to the civil rights movement. Born in Massachusetts and educated at Fisk, Harvard, and the
University of Berlin, Du Bois penned his epochal masterpiece, The Souls of Black Folk, in 1903. It remains
his most studied and popular work; its insights into Negro life at the turn of the 20th century still ring true.

With a dash of the Victorian and Enlightenment influences that peppered his impassioned yet formal prose,
the book's largely autobiographical chapters take the reader through the momentous and moody maze of
Afro-American life after the Emancipation Proclamation: from poverty, the neoslavery of the sharecropper,
illiteracy, miseducation, and lynching, to the heights of humanity reached by the spiritual "sorrow songs"
that birthed gospel and the blues. The most memorable passages are contained in "On Booker T. Washington
and Others," where Du Bois criticizes his famous contemporary's rejection of higher education and
accommodationist stance toward white racism: "Mr. Washington's programme practically accepts the alleged
inferiority of the Negro races," he writes, further complaining that Washington's thinking "withdraws many
of the high demands of Negroes as men and American citizens." The capstone of The Souls of Black Folk,
though, is Du Bois' haunting, eloquent description of the concept of the black psyche's "double
consciousness," which he described as "a peculiar sensation.... One ever feels this twoness--an American, a
Negro; two souls, two thoughts, two unreconciled strivings; two warring ideals in one dark body, whose
dogged strength alone keeps it from being torn asunder." Thanks to W.E.B. Du Bois' commitment and
foresight--and the intellectual excellence expressed in this timeless literary gem--black Americans can today
look in the mirror and rejoice in their beautiful black, brown, and beige reflections. --Eugene Holley Jr.

Review
“One hundred years after publication, there is in the entire body of social criticism still no more than a
handful of meditations on the promise and failings of democracy in America to rival William Edward
Burghardt Du Bois’s extraordinary collection of fourteen essays.” —from the Introduction by David
Levering Lewis

From the Hardcover edition.

Review
"This is a thoroughly researched, carefully reasoned, and well-integrated introduction and collection of
documents. It is far and away the best scholarly introduction to Du Bois's Souls and frames the book's
meaning in new and important ways. The introduction is extremely comprehensive and well organized. The
treatment of Du Bois's life is accurate and thorough and appears in a 'voice' that will prepare student readers
well for Du Bois's elegant and powerful prose."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bertha Boone:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
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book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide The Souls of Black Folk will make
you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you
think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Juana Rummel:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled The Souls of Black Folk the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect
that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a
book then become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The
The Souls of Black Folk giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you
useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want
to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Thomas Ellis:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that
need more time to be go through. The Souls of Black Folk can be your answer because it can be read by a
person who have those short extra time problems.

Robert Tanaka:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book The Souls of Black Folk to
make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such
as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and
reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that
the publication The Souls of Black Folk can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of that time.
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