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Like widely differing siblings raised by the same parents, each letter produced by
Paul has its own distinguishing character. For the historically minded critic, each
letter’s unique traits provide important clues for detecting the circumstances in
which Paul wrote it as well as what he hoped to achieve with it. Scholars assume
that by examining the content of the letter (the “answer”), they can infer the
readers’ situation that Paul is addressing (the “question”)--a method sometimes
called “mirror reading.” In the case of Romans, however, both the particular
traits and the overall content are so unusual that scholars continue to debate why
Paul wrote precisely this letter and what he hoped to achieve by it in Rome."

So begins Leander Keck's seminal work on the New Testament book of Romans.
Keck asserts that because Romans is part of the New Testament, we can compare
it with the other letters ascribed to Paul, as well as with what Acts reports about
his message and mission. But the first readers of Romans had only this letter;
they could compare it only with what they may have heard about him. While this
commentary does from time to time compare Romans with what Paul had said
before, it concentrates on Romans itself; what Paul says in this text should not be
conflated with--nor inflated into--what he thought comprehensively, though it is
essential to understand that as well.

"We do not really need another major commentary [on Romans] that loses us in
the minutiae of word studies, literary parallels, sociological and rhetorical
hypotheses; we have such in plenty. The Abingdon series, however, by its limited
size, forces the contributor to focus on the primary task of the commentator: to
clarify the meaning (intended or potential) of the words of the text and to provide
some basic reflection on its/their continuing significance. And that is where Keck
excels." - James D. G. Dunn, Review of Biblical Literature 04/2006.
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Like widely differing siblings raised by the same parents, each letter produced by Paul has its own
distinguishing character. For the historically minded critic, each letter’s unique traits provide important clues
for detecting the circumstances in which Paul wrote it as well as what he hoped to achieve with it. Scholars
assume that by examining the content of the letter (the “answer”), they can infer the readers’ situation that
Paul is addressing (the “question”)--a method sometimes called “mirror reading.” In the case of Romans,
however, both the particular traits and the overall content are so unusual that scholars continue to debate why
Paul wrote precisely this letter and what he hoped to achieve by it in Rome."

So begins Leander Keck's seminal work on the New Testament book of Romans. Keck asserts that because
Romans is part of the New Testament, we can compare it with the other letters ascribed to Paul, as well as
with what Acts reports about his message and mission. But the first readers of Romans had only this letter;
they could compare it only with what they may have heard about him. While this commentary does from
time to time compare Romans with what Paul had said before, it concentrates on Romans itself; what Paul
says in this text should not be conflated with--nor inflated into--what he thought comprehensively, though it
is essential to understand that as well.

"We do not really need another major commentary [on Romans] that loses us in the minutiae of word
studies, literary parallels, sociological and rhetorical hypotheses; we have such in plenty. The Abingdon
series, however, by its limited size, forces the contributor to focus on the primary task of the commentator: to
clarify the meaning (intended or potential) of the words of the text and to provide some basic reflection on
its/their continuing significance. And that is where Keck excels." - James D. G. Dunn, Review of Biblical
Literature 04/2006.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Leander E. Keck, convener of the Editorial Board and Senior New Testament Editor, is Winkley Professor of
Biblical Theology Emeritus at Yale Divinity School.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lisa Vazquez:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for us. The book Abingdon New Testament Commentaries: Romans had been making
you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for
you. The publication Abingdon New Testament Commentaries: Romans is not only giving you considerably
more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time
to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Abingdon New Testament Commentaries:
Romans. You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Michael Kenney:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Abingdon
New Testament Commentaries: Romans suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The book untitled Abingdon New Testament Commentaries: Romansis one of several
books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When
you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their idea
in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will
give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world
on this book.

Marlene Clabaugh:

Abingdon New Testament Commentaries: Romans can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge
in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving
his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Abingdon New Testament
Commentaries: Romans however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn
you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.
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Daniel Martin:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
learn. Abingdon New Testament Commentaries: Romans can be your answer mainly because it can be read
by you who have those short time problems.
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