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Among the most prolific of American writers, Langston Hughes gained
international attention and acclaim in nearly every genre of writing. While
scholars and general readers have enjoyed relatively easy access to most of his
writings, Hughes's work in one genre "the essay" has gone largely unnoticed.
From his radical pieces praising revolutionary socialist ideology in the 1930s to
the more conservative, previously unpublished "Black Writers in a Troubled
World," which he wrote a year before his death, Hughes used the essay form as a
vehicle through which to comment on the contemporary issues he found most
pressing at various stages of his career.

Hughes generated some of his most powerful critiques of economic and racial
exploitation and oppression through his masterful essays. It was the essay as a
literary form that allowed Hughes to document the essential contributions made
by African Americans to literature, music, film, and theater, and to chronicle the
immense difficulties black artists faced in gaining recognition, fair remuneration,
and professional advancement for these contributions. Finally, it was in certain
essays that Hughes most fully represented the unique and endearing persona of
the blues-poet-in-exile.

Many of the essays and other pieces of short nonfiction included in this volume
have long been out of print and will be new to most readers. Through them,
Langston Hughes reaffirmed a belief in the political potential of African
American writers that remained consistent throughout his forty-six-year
professional writing career: "Ours is a social as well as a literary responsibility."
Such a belief resounds everywhere in this volume "a true testament of a man
committed to the capabilities of language to generate social awareness and,
ultimately, to compel social change."
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Among the most prolific of American writers, Langston Hughes gained international attention and acclaim in
nearly every genre of writing. While scholars and general readers have enjoyed relatively easy access to most
of his writings, Hughes's work in one genre "the essay" has gone largely unnoticed. From his radical pieces
praising revolutionary socialist ideology in the 1930s to the more conservative, previously unpublished
"Black Writers in a Troubled World," which he wrote a year before his death, Hughes used the essay form as
a vehicle through which to comment on the contemporary issues he found most pressing at various stages of
his career.

Hughes generated some of his most powerful critiques of economic and racial exploitation and oppression
through his masterful essays. It was the essay as a literary form that allowed Hughes to document the
essential contributions made by African Americans to literature, music, film, and theater, and to chronicle the
immense difficulties black artists faced in gaining recognition, fair remuneration, and professional
advancement for these contributions. Finally, it was in certain essays that Hughes most fully represented the
unique and endearing persona of the blues-poet-in-exile.

Many of the essays and other pieces of short nonfiction included in this volume have long been out of print
and will be new to most readers. Through them, Langston Hughes reaffirmed a belief in the political
potential of African American writers that remained consistent throughout his forty-six-year professional
writing career: "Ours is a social as well as a literary responsibility." Such a belief resounds everywhere in
this volume "a true testament of a man committed to the capabilities of language to generate social
awareness and, ultimately, to compel social change."
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Editorial Review

About the Author

About the Editor
Christopher C. De Santis is Associate Professor of American and African American Literature at Illinois
State University in Normal. He is also the editor of The Collected Works of Langston Hughes, Volume 10,
Fight for Freedom and Other Writings on Civil Rights.

About the Author
Langston Hughes was one of the most influential and prolific writers of the twentieth century.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Corey Valenzuela:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this Essays on Art, Race, Politics, and World Affairs
(Collected Works of Langston Hughes, Vol 9).

Sheila Cyr:

The book Essays on Art, Race, Politics, and World Affairs (Collected Works of Langston Hughes, Vol 9)
make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book
can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you
can make reading a book Essays on Art, Race, Politics, and World Affairs (Collected Works of Langston
Hughes, Vol 9) being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable,
increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and
read a publication Essays on Art, Race, Politics, and World Affairs (Collected Works of Langston Hughes,
Vol 9). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do
you think about this guide?

Norma Lorentzen:

This Essays on Art, Race, Politics, and World Affairs (Collected Works of Langston Hughes, Vol 9) are
usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Essays on
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Art, Race, Politics, and World Affairs (Collected Works of Langston Hughes, Vol 9) can be one of several
great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually
with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can
bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Essays on Art, Race, Politics, and World Affairs (Collected Works of Langston Hughes, Vol 9) forcing you
to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Beatrice Raybon:

This book untitled Essays on Art, Race, Politics, and World Affairs (Collected Works of Langston Hughes,
Vol 9) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read
this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can
order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this
book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this
guide from your list.
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