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Islam as a cultural, intellectual, and religious venture appears in the popular
imagination as a monolithic entity. Orientalists of the traditional ilk have tended
to describe it in essentialist terms, whilst many fundamentalist Muslims
themselves promote their construction of a pure and unadulterated Islamic past,
to which they strive to return by purging foreign or unauthentic elements from
their religion. Next to these attempts, another more traditional view sees the
influence between the Western and the Islamic world in linear and teleological
terms. Knowledge was transmitted, so to speak, from Alexandria to Baghdad,
and hence to Toledo and Paris. The present volume challenges both these
concepts regarding the development of Islamic cultures. To do justice to the
complexity of structures within which the Muslim Middle Ages unfolded, it
approaches the questions of interaction and influence through a novel conceptual
framework, that of crosspollination. Instead of telling the story of the
transmission of Western works from Greece via Islam into the Latin world, a
number of case studies highlight the plurality of encounters between Islam and
other adjacent cultures.
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Islam as a cultural, intellectual, and religious venture appears in the popular imagination as a monolithic
entity. Orientalists of the traditional ilk have tended to describe it in essentialist terms, whilst many
fundamentalist Muslims themselves promote their construction of a pure and unadulterated Islamic past, to
which they strive to return by purging foreign or unauthentic elements from their religion. Next to these
attempts, another more traditional view sees the influence between the Western and the Islamic world in
linear and teleological terms. Knowledge was transmitted, so to speak, from Alexandria to Baghdad, and
hence to Toledo and Paris. The present volume challenges both these concepts regarding the development of
Islamic cultures. To do justice to the complexity of structures within which the Muslim Middle Ages
unfolded, it approaches the questions of interaction and influence through a novel conceptual framework,
that of crosspollination. Instead of telling the story of the transmission of Western works from Greece via
Islam into the Latin world, a number of case studies highlight the plurality of encounters between Islam and
other adjacent cultures.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Williamson:

This Islamic Crosspollinations: Interactions in the Medieval Middle East (Gibb Memorial Trust Arabic
Studies) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by
reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper
anyone read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Islamic Crosspollinations: Interactions in the
Medieval Middle East (Gibb Memorial Trust Arabic Studies) without we comprehend teach the one who
studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Islamic Crosspollinations:
Interactions in the Medieval Middle East (Gibb Memorial Trust Arabic Studies) can bring if you are and not
make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even
cellphone. This Islamic Crosspollinations: Interactions in the Medieval Middle East (Gibb Memorial Trust
Arabic Studies) having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Jessica Lantigua:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Islamic Crosspollinations: Interactions in the Medieval Middle East (Gibb
Memorial Trust Arabic Studies) book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will
find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer regarding Islamic Crosspollinations: Interactions in the
Medieval Middle East (Gibb Memorial Trust Arabic Studies) content conveys objective easily to understand
by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different in the
form of it. So , do you continue to thinking Islamic Crosspollinations: Interactions in the Medieval Middle
East (Gibb Memorial Trust Arabic Studies) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Shawn Hunter:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Islamic Crosspollinations: Interactions in the Medieval Middle East (Gibb Memorial Trust Arabic Studies),
you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire
others, make them reading a guide.
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Joyce Bullock:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When
you study a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics,
and soon. The Islamic Crosspollinations: Interactions in the Medieval Middle East (Gibb Memorial Trust
Arabic Studies) provide you with a new experience in reading a book.
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