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Pauline Wengeroff, the only nineteenth-century Russian Jewish woman to
publish a memoir, sets out to illuminate the "cultural history of the Jews of
Russia" in the period of Jewish "enlightenment," when traditional culture began
to disintegrate and Jews became modern. Wengeroff, a gifted writer and astute
social observer, paints a rich portrait of both traditional and modernizing Jewish
societies in an extraordinary way, focusing on women and the family and
offering a gendered account (and indictment) of assimilation. In Volume 1 of
Memoirs of a Grandmother, Wengeroff depicts traditional Jewish society,
including the religious culture of women, during the reign of Tsar Nicholas I,
who wished "his" Jews to be acculturated to modern Russian life.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is a stunning piece of work. Wengeroff's recreation of a life during the transition from traditional to
modern Jewish culture in 19th century Russia is engrossing, powerfully written, and often lyric. As a
window into women's lives and women's perspective on their community's life, this is an almost unparalleled
source. Magnus's commentary is brilliant: she has a fine eye for what needs to be annotated and is
remarkably astute about the central themes of the memoir." (Carol Berkin CHOICE)

"[Memoirs of a Grandmother] will be a standard reference work and a starting point for a great deal of
research. The readability of the translation and the user-friendly nature of the notes make use of this book
very enjoyable, which is not something to be taken for granted these days. The publication of the second
volume is eagerly anticipated." (Shaul Stampfer)

"[T]hanks to Shulamit S. Magnus, Wengeroff's latest and most devoted editor and translator, English
speakers have an opportunity to read a faithful and complete translation . . . of this extraordinary book."
(Jewish Review of Books)

"With the publication of the first volume of her edition on Pauline Wengeroff's memoirs, Shulamit Mangus
has once again significantly advanced the conversation regarding Wengeroff and her work. Graduate
students and scholars who do not know German, and even those who do, will benefit from Magus' fluid
translation and extensive research. Her incisive introduction draws on research into the period, as well as
recent scholarship on Wengeroff." (Eliyana R. Adler,Shofar)

"Highly recommended as a scholarly but also a highly readable account by an articulate, intelligent woman."
(Susanne M. Batzdorff)

About the Author
Shulamit S. Magnus is Associate Professor of Jewish Studies and History and Chair of Jewish Studies at
Oberlin College. She is the author of Jewish Emancipation in a German City: Cologne. 1798–1871 (Stanford
University Press, 1997).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lois Cox:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question
because just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Memoirs of a Grandmother: Scenes from
the Cultural History of the Jews of Russia in the Nineteenth Century, Volume One (Stanford Studies in
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Jewish History and C) to read.

Mary Fleming:

The book untitled Memoirs of a Grandmother: Scenes from the Cultural History of the Jews of Russia in the
Nineteenth Century, Volume One (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C) contain a lot of information on
it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people,
so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author
provides you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can please read
on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

Jennifer Barton:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of book
Memoirs of a Grandmother: Scenes from the Cultural History of the Jews of Russia in the Nineteenth
Century, Volume One (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C). You can include your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is
most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Edna Davis:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By the book Memoirs of a Grandmother: Scenes from the Cultural History of the Jews of Russia in
the Nineteenth Century, Volume One (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C) we can consider more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose
the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book
Memoirs of a Grandmother: Scenes from the Cultural History of the Jews of Russia in the Nineteenth
Century, Volume One (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C). You can more attractive than now.
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